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J

uly is National Picnic Month and there
is a plethora of places around Plumas
County to celebrate with a picnic of
your own this summer.
Chester Park is located on Hwy. 36
along the ﬂowing Feather River, and oﬀers
picnic tables, a playground, basketball court,
ball ﬁelds, and restrooms. During the winter
months, locals enjoy an ice-skating rink that
is adjacent to the park.
The Collins Pine Company lawn,
located on West Main Street next to the Butt
Lake dinky, is the expansive gateway to the
Collins Pine Museum and is typically the
setting where the Almanor Art Show occurs
each August.

Greensville Community Park, which is
oﬀ Hot Springs Road south of Greensville,
oﬀers a taste of nature and a playground, ball
ﬁeld, and restrooms.
The community in Taylorsville boasts a
swimming pool and multiple picnic locations
at the local campground, with nature ready
to give a good show in the lush surroundings.
In Quincy, locals and travelers alike enjoy
a variety of places to picnic and play.
Gansner Park is located oﬀ Hwy. 70, north
of Quincy, behind the airport. There is a
playground, swimming pool, skateboard
park, bocce ball courts and a group barbecue
pavilion located at Pioneer Park on
Fairgrounds Road oﬀ Hwy. 70, east of
High Country Life • July 2021
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Tribal Medical Clinic

410 Main St., Greenville • 530.284.6135 • Fax 530.284.7594

Greenville Rancheria

Medical & Dental Clinics are also located in Tehama County
We accept Medicare, Medi-Cal, Managed Care and as a courtesy, we will bill most insurances. Now offering a sliding fee for eligible patients.
Medical, Dental, and sub-specialties as well as Transportation for established patients.

Independently Owned & Operated,
Proudly Serving Our Community

For advertising information or
story ideas, call or email:
highcountrylife@plumasnews.com
or
highcountrylife@lassennews.com
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What better way for friends and family to
celebrate National Picnic month than
with a meal on the shores of Lake
Almanor? File photo

downtown.
The well-known Dame Shirley Plaza,
located just west of the Plumas County
Courthouse on Main Street Quincy has a
grassy play area shaded by rustling trees and
oﬀers a great view of Quincy’s historic
downtown and all of its hustle and bustle.
In Meadow Valley, on the way to Bucks
Lake, there is a peaceful stop to be found at
Lowell Bader Park, about ﬁve miles west of
Quincy. This rustic park oﬀers a playground,
picnic and barbecue area, as well as tennis
and basketball courts.
The Graeagle Mill Pond oﬀ Hwy. 89
features picnic tables, paddleboat rentals,
swimming, ﬁshing and more, with the
Graeagle Picnic Grounds located across from
the Chevron oﬀering ball ﬁelds and a
bandstand.
Portola’s City Park is located half a mile
south of Hwy. 70 across the Gulling Street
Bridge, which spans the Feather River as it
cuts through Portola. This park features a
swimming pool, skate and bike park,
playground, bandstand, as well as tennis,

The Most Affordable and Reliable
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

Sales • Installation • Service
GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.
B/C-10 • CSL #562340 • tlw@citlink.net

Cal Thurber, Jr • 530-259-4995 office/fax • 530-258-6690 cell
“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”
High Country Life • July 2021
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We’re
...just for you,
right outside our door!

Wed-Sun, 12-6 p.m.
This picnic area near Sand Pond in the
Lakes Basin area provides an idyllic,
shady place to picnic and escape the
afternoon sun. File photo

FULL SERVICE

Deli

...featuring made-to-order sandwiches, rotisserie
chicken and an entire case full of fresh made salads. Fried
chicken, baked chicken, jalapeño poppers and other
delicious items fill the hot
case. There’s way too
much to list!

50 GRAND AVE., SUSANVILLE, CA

530.257.5136
Shop online for curbside pickup!

susanvillesupermarket.com
6

High Country Life • July 2021

basketball, and volleyball courts.
To view the Feather River from a diﬀerent
angle, try the Riverside Picnic Area, which
is located at the end of the Riverwalk paved
trail oﬀ Rocky Point Road. The Portola
Riverwalk is also the future home of the ﬁrst
Houck designed disc golf course in
California.
These are just a few ideas of places to
park, picnic and play during National Picnic
Month in the beautiful Lost Sierra, but this
list is far from complete.
In such a beautiful area, new picnic spots
are found every day, from the shores of Lake
Almanor to various Forest Service day use
areas at the many area lakes from Butt Valley
to Lake Davis. There is always more to
explore in the Lakes Basin Recreation Area,
Plumas-Eureka State Park, and through the
Feather River Canyon. It’s just up to you to
get out and explore it.
For more information on ways to play in
Plumas County, check out the Plumas
County Visitors Guide or reach out to one of
the many Chambers of Commerce in the
Lost Sierra. Happy picnic month and Happy
Fourth of July! HCL
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Attacking
typical
garden pests —
it’s not always a
win-or-lose game
By Victoria Metcalf
vmetcalf@plumasnews.com

Aphids are a common garden pest. Photo by Viktor Forgacs

A

number of years ago, I was fortunate
to interview Bob and Lou Boschee
about their Meadow Valley garden.
I learned how Lou gets her ﬁnicky
carrots to germinate by placing
boards over the soil where she’s planted
them.
I learned about Bob’s interest in raising
red worms. Not only did I see the process in
his worm beds but heard about how good the
castings are in the soil.
And among many other things, I learned
about Bob’s methods in pest control. I’m sure
I was very smug about my garlic and hot
pepper solution to kill oﬀ legions of aphids —
my all-time biggest pests.
Bob said something to the eﬀect that he
just hoses them oﬀ with water. I’ve tried that
over the years and while I am somewhat
successful, I swear that much of the time
those tiny green bugs just move around to the
other side of the stalk.
And water’s expensive here in Quincy. I’m
also very concerned about the drought and
the scarcity of water. I’m not willing to stand
there with the water jetting out with enough
force to knock the pests oﬀ the plants.
So why don’t I use that very reliable garlic,
pepper sauce and a drop of dishwashing

Call 530.283.5700
Today!
Quincy, CA

High Country Life • July 2021

7

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

6/17/21

3:29 PM

Page 8

Ladybugs are an eﬀective deterrent to aphids, if you can keep them around. File photo

detergent to make it stick on the plants? It
really is a sureﬁre way to make soft-bodied
pests as miserable as they make my life.
So, what’s the problem? I don’t care how
fully I blend even the ﬁnest of powdered
garlic and how many times I strain the
combined ingredients, I can’t get it to work in
a spray bottle.
I’ve tried just pouring it on the bugs and
that doesn’t work very well. I’ve tried

Photos by Dyer Mountain Photography
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squirting it at the bugs and that’s better, but I
don’t usually have a squirt bottle when I need
one. Other people seem to get upset when I
dump shampoo or dish soap into a glass or
some other container and make oﬀ with the
squeeze bottle.
But there is one sure way to get at those
pests, at least until you just run out of time or
give up, and that’s taking them oﬀ by hand.
No, I don’t stand there with tweezers
plucking them oﬀ. I use my
hands. They’re just little green
aphids I’m after and not spiders.
If I didn’t want to get my hands
all messy, and smashing aphids is
messy business, I could use
gloves. Dishwashing gloves
might work or those tight-ﬁtting
little clear pairs.
But I just use my hands —
every day for days.
Last summer I had some
absolutely wonderful Brussel
sprouts growing. I was so pleased
because no aphids had found the
plants.
Now all brassicas — broccoli,

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

6/17/21

3:29 PM

cabbage and so on — are prime habitat for aphids. And by mid-August,
they’d found the plants.
It started out that I had just a few on the leaves of one plant. I
smashed them. They returned, so I eventually had to pull oﬀ a few
leaves and grind them into the dirt with the heel of my sandal. That was
quite satisfying.
But every day they kept getting worse despite my best eﬀorts. And
then they started spreading.
I’d already checked for ants. They love aphids and tend them.
They actually encourage the little green devils to thrive. But I
didn’t ﬁnd any trails of ants.
And then came the day that just about every plant was
infected. I’d pulled oﬀ as many leaves as I dared. I’d plucked
oﬀ baby sprouts that were infested with them. At length
they won, and I quit. Just like that, I gave up. Short of
setting ﬁre or pouring lighter ﬂuid
on the plants,

Page 9

I was stuck.
I know a lot of you are shouting that I just should have used a
common bug spray. One of those pesticides that will kill just about
every bug — good or bad — dead.
I grew up worrying about the eﬀects of DDT. I was relieved when
laws changed so that it couldn’t be used here in the United States. For
some reason, I think it’s still produced and sold to other countries, but I
can’t do much about that at present.
This year, I’m not planting Brussels sprouts, cabbage or broccoli.
I can’t bear another ﬁght that I won’t win. It’s not that I have to go
without those — they sell them in the grocery stores. But like
everything else that comes from a garden and is eaten the same day or
so that it’s picked, they’re so much better.
And the pride element is phenomenal. Unless I’ve gotten the deal of
the year, I don’t feel that sense of accomplishment when I bring
something home from the store.
I know I’m being cowardly this year. I don’t have the time I did last
summer. I don’t feel good about my decision — go ahead and compare
me to those earlier frontier people who braved the journey across the
plains to reach Oregon or California.
Yes, I would have probably waited for a passenger ship to take me if I
had the money, or someone got me to leave home in the ﬁrst
place.
I still condone the garlic and hot sauce method. I still
think smashing the tiny creatures is good, if you can keep
ahead of the game.
Defeat doesn’t feel good. I know I’ll triumph another
year. I’ve succeeded in the past and will again.
Perhaps next year I can convince the ladybugs and
praying mantis to stay in my yard. They’re great helpers
when they just stay the course. HCL

The Praying Mantis is a gardener’s centurian.
File photo

Rev. Todd DuBord

Former Chaplain for Chuck Norris

It started out that I had
just a few on the leaves of
one plant. I smashed
them. They returned, so I
eventually had to pull off
a few leaves and grind
them into the dirt with the
heel of my sandal. That
was quite satisfying.

Don’t be hot or caught with a dead battery this summer...

Cars • Trucks • SUVs

We sell tires for less!
200 E. Main St., Quincy • 530.283.2211
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Connected Communities:
The history of Chester

Majestic Mount Lassen looms over tranquil Lake Almanor, originally known as Big Meadows and inhabited by the Northern Maidu tribe.
Photo submitted by Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship

By Kurt Gensheimer
Writer/Trail Whisperer
Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship
Special to High Country Life
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This story is part of the Sierra Buttes Trail
Stewardship (SBTS) Connected Communities
project, a vision for a recreation-focused
lifestyle through community investment,
shared stewardship, economic opportunity
and important new local jobs in California’s
Plumas, Sierra, Butte and Lassen counties.
Find out more about the project and read
about the towns on the SBTS Connected
Communities web page on SierraTrails.org.

B

uilt atop volcanic rock deposits
from nearby Mount Lassen and
situated on the northwest shore of
Lake Almanor at 4,500 feet
elevation, the town of Chester has
attracted more than a century of tourism
and recreation, as well as being home to a
premier sustainable lumber operation.
Chester received its name from Burwell

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

6/17/21

3:29 PM

Page 11

Johnson and Oscar Martin in 1894. Johnson
was raised near Chester, Illinois, and Martin
hailed from Chester, Vermont, so the name
came naturally.
After two giant volcanic eruptions of
Mount Lassen in 1914 and 1915, Lassen
National Park was established in 1916,
attracting tourists and travelers to Chester.
Through the Prohibition era, Chester
gained a reputation for bootlegging and
gambling, with loggers and cowboys often
clashing with fists at the Bear Club, among
other vices, earning it the nickname “Little
Reno.”
Collins Pine Company 1945
The opening of Collins Pine Company in
1943 stabilized both the population and
reputation of Chester to this very day.
The family-owned Collins Pine Company
had many logging operations around the
country, but the 67,000 acres it owned near
Chester would become one of the first
experiments in sustainable forestry,
diametrically opposed to the traditional “cut
and run” practices of competitors.
The company’s operations are also
entirely powered by burning leftover
sawdust and wood chips, creating steam
power that runs an electric generator.
This sustainable approach has helped
Chester produce a steady, long-term supply
of lumber while preserving habitat and
providing a stable community that endures
in the 21st Century.
Nearby Lake Almanor was originally
known as Big Meadows, inhabited by the
Northern Maidu tribe.
But the arrival of the Gold Rush pushed
the Maidu out, with settlers using the lush,
green pastures of Big Meadows for grazing
cattle, supplying the numerous nearby
mining camps with beef.
Dr. Willard Pratt pioneered resort
tourism in the area, building a hotel at
Prattville in 1867. Thousands of tourists
flocked to the region for world class fishing
and boating opportunities.
Hydro power soon changed the face of Big
Meadows, and by 1890 the Great Western
Power Company built the Big Meadows
Dam, capturing water from the North Fork
of the Feather River, submerging the frontier
outpost of Prattville by 1914 when the new
Lake Almanor reservoir was filled.
After two dam expansions, today’s
Canyon Dam is 130 feet tall, making Lake
Almanor 13 miles long by 6 miles wide,
considered one of the biggest lakes in
California.
The name Almanor comes from the
daughters — Alice, Martha and Elanor — of
Guy C. Earl, vice president of Great Western
Power.

The opening of Collins Pine Company in 1943 stabilized both the population and
reputation of Chester, down to this very day. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Library

High Country Life • July 2021
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A glimpse into downtown Chester in 1945. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Library
Today the lake is owned by Pacific,
Gas and Electric and is used for
hydroelectricity production. Lake

Almanor is also very popular for boating,
swimming, fishing, and personal
watercraft.

Connected Communities
The Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship is
developing a Trails Master Plan for
Connected Communities.
The Trails Master Plan (TMP) will create a
vision for a recreation-focused lifestyle
through community investment, shared
stewardship, economic opportunity, and
important new local jobs, all benefiting
economically disadvantaged communities in
California’s Plumas, Sierra, Butte and Lassen
Counties.
A key component to the Connected
Communities Trails Master Plan is the
proposed “Lost Sierra Route”, which
traverses 300 miles over breathtaking
topography, jagged peaks, and high alpine
meadows similar to the Pacific Crest Trail
(PCT) and the John Muir Trail (JMT).
Unlike the PCT and JMT, this new transSierra Nevada and Cascade Range route
allows for all dirt trail travelers including
hikers, mountain bikers, moto riders,
equestrians, trail runners, hunters,
fishermen, wildlife – creating A Trail for
Everyone.
The Lost Sierra Route will be a trail for all
to use that will link 15 mountain
communities together through trails for
recreational adventure and economic
sustainability. HCL

From the most recent
in off-road technology to
the hottest new
snowmobiles, we can
help you find the
recreational vehicle
that’s made for you!

Honda Generators!
123 Crescent St., Hwy 70, Quincy • 8888 2 RIDE 1 • 530.283.2136
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New
NewFair
FairManager
Managertakes
takes on
on
Fair
FairWeek
Weekin
inLassen
LassenCounty
County
By Makenzie Davis
mdavis@lassennews.com

Kaitlyn Downing invites everyone back to
the Lassen County Fair, July 21 through
July 25. Photo submitted

return, July 21 through July 25.
“I would just like to thank Lassen County
for having me as their new fair manager, and I
really look forward to bringing new events as
well as improving on current events to make
Lassen County a better place to live and give
our residents something to look forward to,”
Kaitlyn shared after the hiring announcement.
“Feel free to come on by the fairgrounds to say
hi, and check out our website to see what we
are up to.”
High Country Life Magazine featured
Kaitlyn in our February issue shortly after she
was hired. Be sure to check out that month’s
issue on either lassennews.com or
plumasnews.com under the
publications tab. HCL
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LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021

T

he vendors are scheduled, the
headliners announced and local youth
are preparing the 4-H and FFA projects
as Lassen County Fair Manager Kaitlyn
Downing prepares for her first fair at
the helm.
The Lassen County Board of Supervisors
hired Kaitlyn, a Lassen High School graduate,
as the fair manager in December following
long-time fair manager Jim Wolcott’s
retirement, and she has spent the past few
months bringing the fairgrounds back to life
after the quiet pandemic schedule. This year,
the fairgrounds have hosted a car show, craft
fair, Bluegrass Festival, Walk a Mile event,
and, among a myriad of other offerings, car
races: But now it’s time for Fair Week to

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

6/17/21

3:29 PM

Page 14

Residents ﬂock to the
Lassen County Fair

LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021

Lassen County Fair Grand Marshal Claude Neely, left, rides in a classic vehicle in the 2018 fair parade. This year’s Lassen County Fair Parade
begins at 10 a.m. on Main and Lassen streets, proceeding down Main Street and ending on Fair Drive Saturday, July 24. File photo

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

A

h, yes, the Lassen County Fair —
themed “Back in the Saddle Again”
this year — returns Wednesday,
July 21 through Sunday, July 25.
Ever since they came into
creation in the nineteenth century, county

fairs have attracted local residents for a wide
variety of reasons. Some come for the
spectacular agricultural and home-grown
exhibitions; others come for the always
delicious fair food you just can’t find
anywhere else at any price; others come for

• Show Feed
• Chicken Feed
• Hog Feed
• Horse Feed
• And much more!
Now carrying
Sullivan Supply
show products
and Weaver
livestock show
supplies!

Savage Ranch Feed Supply “The only locally owned and operated feed store in the area.”
530.254.6315 • 471-150 Thomas Blvd., Susanvile • Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
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LASSEN COUNTY FAIR
JULY 21 - 25, 2021
Come join the fun!
the pageants such as Miss Lassen County and
Little Mr. and Little Miss, or to meet and
greet the old timers and grand marshals;
some, especially the youngsters, come to
mingle and be seen.
But many residents come for the once-ayear entertainment events only the Lassen
County Fair can bring to town, Here’s a list of
the main entertainment events presented at
this year’s fair.

Season Passes
A season pass for a child or a senior, which
includes unlimited entry to the fair, costs
$10.
An Adult season pass costs $12.50.

Comedy Night features performances by
the Killer Beez, Reno Collier and Byron
Kennedy. The show begins at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 22. Photo submitted

611 Main St., Susanville

jandjperformingarts.com • 530.260.1575

...at our booth at the
Lassen County Fair!
PROUD SPONSOR
of the Friday night grandstand show!

Gates open at 6 p.m.

DIAMOND MOUNTAIN
CASINO & HOTEL
900 Skyline Drive, Susanville

252-1100

diamondmountaincasino.com

You must be 21 years of age or older with a valid photo I.D. to enter the casino.

High Country Life • July 2021
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Fair Admission
One-Day Admission
One-day admission to the fair for a child or
senior is $4. One-day admission to the fair
for adults is $7.

LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021
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The Lassen County Fair Rodeo will be
held between 7 and 11 p.m. Tuesday, July
20. Gates open at 6 p.m. File photo

ROWS and ROWS and ROWS

...of specialty artisan sauces,
marinades and gourmet rubs!

FULL SERVICE BUTCHER SHOP
Featuring Certified Angus Beef!

DON’T MISS...

...our Famous Chorizo Booth at the Fair!
We support our local 4-H, FFA and independent youth
livestock exhibitors every year!

Idaho Grocery 2120 Main St., Susanville • 530.257.2194
16
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Tuesday, July 20
Lassen County Fair Rodeo
The Lassen County Fair Rodeo will be held
between 7 and 11 p.m. Tuesday, July 20. Gates
open at 6 p.m. If you have purchased a 4-H
Barbecue ticket, bring it to the fair office or
present it the day of the event for a discount.
Tickets are $35 for adults (12 and up) and $25
for children (5-12).
Wednesday, July 21
Miss Lassen County Pageant
The Miss Lassen County Pageant will be
held between 8 and 11 p.m. Wednesday, July
21. Gates open at 7 p.m. Box and reserved
seating tickets are $10 and $12; festival
seating tickets are $15; and, general
admission tickets are $5.
Thursday, July 22
Comedy Night
Comedy Night features a 90-minute
comedy show including performances by the
Killer Beez, Reno Collier and Byron Kennedy.
The show begins at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $10
to $30.
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LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021

Mark Chesnutt, often compared to
George Jones, has been called a honkytonk legend — and that’s a description he
more than justly deserves. He first hit the
charts in the 1990s with a string of eight
hit albums. The show begins at 6 p.m.
Friday, July 23. Photo submitted
Friday, July 23
Mark Chesnutt Concert
Mark Chesnutt has been called a honkytonk legend — and that’s a description he
more than justly deserves.
Chesnutt, a native of Beaumont, Texas,
first hit the charts in the 1990s with a string
of eight hit albums and 22 top-10 hits,
including eight number ones. He is
frequently compared to legendary singer
George Jones.
Jack Hurst of the Chicago Tribune wrote
that Chesnutt was “a throwback to the
inwardly-tough, just-do-it kind of country
star they were making back when they
minted George Jones, who preceded
Chesnutt out of the rough-and-tumble East

Propane • Ag Fuel • Oil/Grease
Equipment Repair and Maintenance

Serving all of Lassen and Plumas Counties

www.edstaub.com • 530.257.3416 • 702-190 Johnstonville Rd., Susanville

(Continued on page 20)
High Country Life • July 2021
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Restaurant & FULL Bar • Cabins
www.buckslakeshoreresort.com

Several classes of cars compete on the ¼mile dirt oval at the Lassen County
Fairgrounds Sunday, July 25. Pit gates
open at 2 p.m. the grandstands open at 5
p.m. and the races start at 7 p.m.
File photo

530•283•2848

Kayaks • Pontoon,
Fishing & Ski Boats
www.buckslakemarina.com

530•283•4243
18
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LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021

Hat Creek Construction sponsors the Gabby Barrett County
Night Concert from 6 to 11 p.m. Saturday, July 24. The rising 21year star has also been dubbed “the face of Gen-Z Country.” Her
debut single, “I Hope” was the most streamed country song of
2020 and sat for an amazing 27 weeks atop the Billboard Hot
County Songs chart. Photo submitted

July is UV Safety
Month!
Dr. J Hibler is Board
Certified in Dermatology.
He learned early on he
had an aptitude for the
it, as he has a “knack
for picking up visual
patterns,” which is
important for
identifying rashes,
cancers and other
dermatological
issues.
Dr.
Hibler is
in the
Portola
Medical
Clinic every
Monday.

530.832.6500 • EPHC.org • 500 First Ave., Portola
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NOW OFFERING SOLAR!
Free On-Site Evaluation

LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021

• All Electrical Work and Service Calls
• Affordable Electrical Service
• Installation
• Repair and Service
• Reliable, Trusted and Professional
• We Also Repair Septic Tanks

before your power goes out!
Order your GENERAC for public safety power shutoffs!
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once
a year. Let Universal Electric be the one to guarantee your
generator is working properly when the utility power fails.

New Installs • Service
Repair • Service Calls
Free Estimates
All Electrical Work
LOCALLY
OWNED AND
OPERATED
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Texas honky-tonks 40 years ago.”
Chesnutt has said he’s resisted label
managers’ insistance he record country-pop
material, preferring to stick to the
neotraditional country sound that made him
a star.
The show begins at 6 p.m. Friday, July 23.
Tickets for this show include admission to
the fairgrounds.
Sponsored by the Diamond Mountain
Casino, Festival admission tickets (closest to
the stage) are $40; Reserved and box seating
tickets are $30 and $35; and, General
admission/grandstand tickets are $20.
Saturday, July 24
Lassen County Fair Parade
The Lassen County Fair Parade begins at 10
a.m. on Main and Lassen streets, proceeding
down Main Street and ending on Fair Drive.
Parade check-in is at 9 a.m. Saturday, July 24.
Applications and parade rules are available
for download at lassencountyfair.org and
should be turned in to the Lassen County
Chamber of Commerce.
Saturday, July 24
Gabby Barrett Concert
Hat Creek Construction sponsors the
Gabby Barrett Country Night Concert from 6
to 11 p.m. Saturday, July 24. Tickets to this
show include admission to the fairgrounds.
Music insiders unabashedly call Barrett,
America Country Music’s New Female Artist
of the Year and Billboard’s Top New Country
Artist of 2020, a trendsetter. The rising 21year star has also been dubbed “the face of
Gen-Z Country.” Her debut single, “I Hope”
was the most streamed country song of 2020
and sat for an amazing 27 weeks atop the
Billboard Hot County Songs chart. It’s a hip,
powerful recording sure to make all those
established queens of the country-pop genre
stand up and take notice. There’s a new
singer in town!
Festival Tickets (standing room only) are
available, prices not released at deadline; Box
and reserved seating $30 and $35; General
admission/grandstand seating tickets are
$20.
Sunday, July 25
Stock Car Races
Oh, boy, race fans who love mostly local
auto racing won’t want to miss the Lassen
County Fair Stock Car Race. Several classes of
cars compete on the ¼-mile dirt oval at the
Lassen County Fairgrounds Sunday, July 25.
Pit gates open at 2 p.m. the grandstands
open at 5 p.m. and the races start at 7 p.m.

CA LIC #840585

Tickets, more information
For tickets or more information, call the
Lassen County Fair Office at 251-8900. HCL
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This year’s event is set for
July 21 at the
Lassen County Fair

Despite fire and uncertainty, the
Miss Lassen County crown shines

By Makenzie Davis
mdavis@lassennews.com

D

uring wildfires, power outages, the
pandemic and a time of uncertainty,
the 2020 Miss Lassen County was
crowned — a moment that had been
a lifelong dream for Autry Satica.
Now a recent Lassen High School
graduate, Autry grew up dreaming of her
chance to vie for the local title, the same one
her mother, Carrie, won in 1999.

Watch for our
Grand Opening BBQ Coming Soon!

NOW
2 LOCATIONS!

New!

7650 Hwy 89
in the little red cabins
530.836.4668

And:

11 Lindan Ave, Quincy
530.283.9318

Come See Us
Mon-Sat 10-5

Mattresses • Bedding • Accessories • Furnishings
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Molly Bettencourt, Princess, left; Jaylieh
Dodge, past Princess; Autry Satica, Miss
Lassen County; Hailey Gregor, past Miss
Lassen County, and Julia Bias,
Ambassadress, share a happy moment
during the recent Miss Lassen County
pageant. Photo by Greg Wallace Photography

“It was something I looked forward to
growing up,” she said.
The Miss Lassen County Scholarship
Competition is an annual event held during
the Lassen County Fair where contestants are
judged on their community service, scholastic
achievement, communication skills, talent,
personality and poise. However, through the
years, the competition has turned into
something that fosters lasting friendships
and the desire to give back to the program.
Last year, Autry was crowned alongside her
court, Ambassadress of Susanville Julia Bias
and Princess Molly Bettencourt.
It was a dream come true for Autry, and
while she was following in her mom’s
footsteps, there was no pressure coming from
home — her family was proud of any
outcome.
“At first, I was not sure if I wanted her to
participate, I worried that she would have a
lot of pressure put on her because she was
‘following in my footsteps.’ I told her early on
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Builders Supply

Supplying all your building
needs for over
50 years!

A Division of

• Building Materials
• Doors
• Hardware
• Paint - Interior/Exterior
• Lumber
• Plumbing Supplies
- and much more!
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TRAEGER DEALER

540 Main St.
Chester

530.258.2131

collinsco.com/Locations/BuildersSupply

Current Miss Lassen County pageant director and Lassen High School teacher Shelley
Bennett participated in the competition herself, winning the title in 1989. Photo submitted

Tires • Brakes • Alignment
Shocks • Wheels • Batteries

that I was proud of her no matter the
outcome because she has always spent so
much of her time volunteering in our
community and working to make sure kids
feel part of something through clubs and
activities at school. Running for MLC was a
plan she had for a long time so she could

continue that community work on an even
bigger level using the MLC platform
throughout this year,” wrote her mother,
Carrie.
However, last year the road leading to the
annual Miss Lassen County Scholarship
Program was uncertain.

Where Treasures
Await You!
DOING THE RIGHT THING SINCE 1952.

— Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm, Sat 8 am-5 pm —

530.257.8883 • 2385 Main St., Susanville
530.283.1450 • 116 E Main St., Quincy
530.832.1533 • 73816 S Delleker, Portola
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9-3
Tues-Sat

Located 1 block
west of Hwy 89 in
historic downtown

208 Main Street, Greenville • (530) 284-7949

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

3:29 PM

Page 23

‘I think Autry and her
court have done an
amazing job with what they
have been dealt. And they
have found ways to give
back to the community
even if it might not be in
the traditional way.’
— Shelley Bennett
Hailey Gregor and other Miss Lassen
Counties dedicated their services to the area

through volunteerism, and at community
events and she was eager to gain a role outside
of her already impressive high school extracurriculars. As an athlete, four-year class body
president, two-year FBLA president and many
other activities, she was excited to lend a
hand outside the Lassen High School walls.
In the months following the competition,
the usual duties of the Miss Lassen County
waned due to the pandemic. They didn’t get
to ride in the fair parade, attend Chamber
mixers or participate in many of the normal
acts of community service — but the three
got creative.
“I think Autry and her court have done an
amazing job with what they have been dealt.
And they have found ways to give back to the
community even if it might not be in the
traditional way,” Bennett added.
They attended a local dealership’s event,
farmers markets, a businesses’ anniversary
and even helped throw the colorful chalk at
Lassen Family Services’ Walk a Mile in their
Shoes event.
“I’ll miss the events and meeting people in
the community,” shared Autry as the end of
her senior year and her tenure as Miss Lassen
County neared.
But there was more that Autry took away
from the experience — lasting friendships
with her court, Julia and Molly.
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“Looking back, I still can’t believe it
actually happened because of the obstacles
that we had to overcome,” said Pageant
Director Shelley Bennett.
On the days leading up to the competition,
smoke from the wildfires hung in the air, and
fire crews set up camp at the Lassen County
Fairgrounds, jeopardizing the pageant after
the pandemic had already spurred
modifications. To make matters even worse,
the day before the competition, the area’s
power was out for an extended period of time.
But as is evident through the more than 50
years the Miss Lassen County competition
has thrived, it’s the foundation of community
that keeps the competition alive.
After some thought, firefighters allowed
the pageant to move forward on July 24 last
year, and they even helped construct a stage
to let the eight contestants show off their
skills in public speaking, community service
accolades and talents.
Overall, Autry is grateful for all the work
done by contestants’ parents and sponsors in
helping the program move forward.
Growing up, the 2020 Miss Lassen County
dreamt of her chance to be just like her
mother. As she got older though, she realized
the role would allow her to play a much larger
role in the community — and she was excited.
Autry watched Emily Egan, Gracie Claypool,

6/17/21
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Rental Income and Expenses - Real Estate Tax Tips Part III
Property or Services in Lieu of Rent
If you receive property or services, instead of money, as rent, include the fair market value of the
property or services in your rental income.
If the services are provided at an agreed upon or specified price, that price is the fair market value
unless there is evidence to the contrary.
Example: Your tenant is a painter. He offers to paint your rental property instead of paying 2
months' rent. You accept his offer. Include in your rental income the amount the tenant would have
paid for 2 months' rent. You can include that same amount as a rental expense for painting your
property.

LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021

Personal Use of Vacation Home or Dwelling Unit
If you have any personal use of a vacation home or other dwelling unit that you rent out, you must
divide your expenses between rental use and personal use. See Figuring Days of Personal Use and
How To Divide Expenses in Publication 527. If your expenses for rental use are
more than your rental income, you may not be able to deduct all of the rental
expenses. See How To Figure Rental Income and Deductions in
Publication 527.

BEQUETTE & KIMMEL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION
307 W Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0680 • 17 Highway 89, Graeagle • 530.836.0193

ASPHALT ROCK SAND GRAVEL CONCRETE

More than 50 years of
service and friendships
The history and growth of the Miss Lassen
County competition is vast. Initially, the
pageant was just a part of a rodeo, then in
1968, it started to transition into the event it
is today.
In the early pageants, contestants were
judged on swimsuit wear, an interview and
western wear. However, one pageant director
changed that when she switched the local
competition to model that of the state
pageant. Now, the contestants are judged on
15 percent community service, 15 percent
scholastic achievement, 15 percent
communication skills, 20 percent talent, 20
percent personality interview and 15 percent
impromptu question and poise.
It was that shift in the program that enticed
current Lassen High School English teacher
Shelley to run and win the title in 1989.
A few years later, while she was a student at
the University of Nevada, Reno in 1994,
Shelley returned to serve as assistant director.
“I really felt this urge to give back to the
program,” she recalled.
Now as director, she works with previous
contestants who come back and lend a hand.
It’s not uncommon for prior contestants to
return to help with hair and makeup,
choreography, or just lending a hand
wherever they can.
Overall, the impact the competition has on
participants is lasting — and its not a beauty
pageant like some might think.
Miss Lassen County is about being “the
best you that you can be,” Shelley shared. “It’s
not a competition between the other girls …
you can choose to challenge yourself and
become a better speaker, practice more
interview skills and do more community
service. It’s about what you can do, not you
versus somebody else.”
Carrie, too, has fond memories of when she
participated.
“When I think back to that summer, I
remember the camaraderie and bonds that

— YOUR CUSTOM FRAMING EXPERT —
...providing quality and great design to suit your style.

We can custom frame for that
special wedding or any
celebration...
come see us!
168 Main St., Chester

530.258.4663
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Mother and daughter — Autry Satica,
Miss Lassen County 2020 and her
mother, Carrie Satica, a former
Miss Lassen County.
Photo by Greg Wallace Photography

LASSEN COUNTY FAIR • JULY 21 - 25, 2021

were built between the contestants, these
were girls I had gone to school with for four
years, but I was able to connect with them on
a deeper level that summer,” she wrote.
This year’s Miss Lassen County Scholarship
Competition is set for Wednesday, July 21 at
the Lassen County Fair. At least eight local
girls are participating in the program, and
Shelley is hopeful that after a trying year, the
annual event can finally return to the
Grandstands.
For more information on the Miss Lassen
County competition, visit
lassencountyfair.org. HCL

Be sure to

SPIN THE
93-JDX
WINNING WHEEL
to win fun

PRIZES!

93-JDX LIVE BROADCASTS
Thursday & Friday 2-6 PM

Listen for “Today at the Fair” Mornings 6 to 8
AM on the Morning Show!

— THE SIERRA’S BEST COUNTRY —

Susanville/Honey Lake Valley, 93.3 FM • Quincy 92.7 FM
Chester/Lake Almanor 93.7 FM • Portola 104.1 FM
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Interesting facts about lefties

L
Ice Cream, Coffee
and Guitars!
Guitar Repair by Master Luthier,
Ken Donnell

530.284.1689 • Main St., Greenville
AND Inside The Toy Store in Quincy:

383 Main Street, 530.283.0404 • Mon-Sat 10-5:30
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eft-handed, lefty, southpaw — these are
all terms used to describe people who
favor their left hands for writing,
throwing a ball and myriad other
activities. It is estimated that between 10 and
12 percent of all people are left-handed.
Although that makes southpaws an
undeniable minority, the number of lefthanded people is creeping up.
Left-handers are worthy of notice and
recognition. As such, explore these
interesting facts and ﬁgures about lefthanders.
Sports proclivity
Being left-handed may confer an
advantage for athletes. Wayne Gretzky, Sandy
Koufax and Martina Navratilova are just a few
of the many accomplished left-handed sports
legends. Sports scientist Florian Loﬃng with
the Institute of Sport Science, University of
Oldenburg in Germany found that in sports
where there is a short time constraint, lefties
appeared to excel. That could be why he
found 26 percent of the top male players in
table tennis are lefties. And sports like
baseball and cricket are dominated by lefthanded players.
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It’s estimated that
10 to 12 percent
of all people are
left-handed
Health risks and beneﬁts
Lefties should take notice that there may
be some side eﬀects to being left-handed.
According to a 2010 study published in the
journal Pediatrics, researchers found those
who were left-handed had an increased risk
for dyslexia, ADHD and certain mood
disorders. It could be tied to the hemispheres
of the brain and how 30 percent of lefthanded people are partial to the right
hemisphere or have no dominant hemisphere
for language functioning.
Conversely, lefties can bounce back from
stroke or other brain-related injuries more
readily than righties, according to data
published in 2015 in Scientiﬁc Reports. Also, a
study published in Laterality found that lefthanded people are less likely to suﬀer
arthritis and ulcers.
More creative
Lefties are more likely to be artistic or
innovative. Research published in the
American Journal of Psychology found there
is some evidence that left-handed people are
better at divergent thinking, a method of idea
generation that explores many possible
solutions. The Left-Handers Club, a pro-lefty
advocacy group, also found that left-handed
individuals tend to be drawn to careers in the
arts, music, sports and information/
technology ﬁelds.
Ambidextrous inclinations
The world is geared toward being righthanded, with buttons on jackets, doorknobs,
desks in school, and more designed with
right-handed people in mind. Therefore,
many lefties become ambidextrous simply
because they have to, according to data
published in Reader’s Digest.
Presidential possibilities?
Many notable people have been lefthanded, including eight U.S. Presidents.
James A. Garﬁeld, Herbert Hoover, Harry S.
Truman, Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan, George
H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and Barack Obama
all are or were left-handed.
Even though the world may not have been
designed for left-handed people, lefties
certainly thrive. HCL
High Country Life • July 2021
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Taste the many ﬂavors of summer in the
wonderful world of

Herbs
By Lauren Westmoreland
lwestmoreland@plumasnews.com

Lemon balm.
Photo by geturbanleaf.com

FUNERALS • PRE-NEEDS
Low Cost Cremations

530.283.9106
Serving the Northern State
392 Lawrence St., Quincy • Lic. #FD-2387
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M

any people, including myself, grow
herbs annually and by this time of
year, everything is blooming in full
swing and the gardens are starting
to show oﬀ.
Many people also know that
peppermint leaves make great tea, and
chives are delicious on top of your baked
potato, but many people don’t know that lots
of the “common” herbs we grow have a bit of
tradition in the medicinal ﬁeld as well.
I grow my own herbs, but for those who do
not, there is a plethora of options in the Lost
Sierra this summer for weekly farmers
markets, so don’t forget to support your local
farmers when you’re planning your next meal.
Lovely lemon balm
Lemon balm is one of my favorite herbs to
grow. It’s friendly, easy to maintain, smells
delightful, and is a plant that honeybees favor.
When you plant it in your garden, you are
beneﬁtting our helpful pollinator friends and
your own garden as well.
Lemon balm is traditionally known as a
surprisingly eﬀective antiviral and has been
used over the centuries to treat everything
from stomach ailments to skin complaints.
A note of warning if you have never grown
this plant before — lemon balm is extremely
hardy and spreads quickly, so make sure you
take that into account before you place it in
your garden.
If you already have a plant at the ready,
there are a variety of ways to put your fresh
leaves to use. I enjoy roughly chopping about a
quarter cup of lemon balm leaves and adding
it to a summer salad, usually with a yogurt and
honey blend as a dressing, drizzled over the
top.
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Another fun way to use lemon
balm is by making it into an apple
cider lemon balm vinegar. This
concoction is so versatile that I’ve
used it for my hair as a special rinse
and gone right to using it to pump
up the ﬂavor in marinades and
dressings.
Making apple cider lemon balm vinegar
is fairly simple. I like to go out
and harvest my leaves, working
from the outside of the plant
inwards, and rinse those oﬀ well
before ﬁlling a mason jar about three fourths of the
way with the leaves.
Next, ﬁll the jar with your favorite apple cider vinegar
and cap with a non-metallic lid. My go-to is Braggs’ apple
cider vinegar. You’ll want to let this steep for at least
three weeks in a cool, dark environment, like a
pantry or corner cupboard.
After you have let that time elapse, the next
step is to strain the liquid. I use a piece of
cheesecloth, which is easy and eﬀective, squeezing
out every bit of the vinegar from the plant material into a
clean jar. The average shelf life, if you don’t use it all ﬁrst,
is generally around one year.
Rosemary for remembrance
Rosemary is a spiky, easily recognized herb that has
found its way into many a loaf of focaccia bread over the
past few years in my house.
Rosemary has a romantic past, with many calling it the

Rosemary.
Photo by geturbanleaf.com
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plant of memory, especially during Victorian
times. It’s also touted as being a total
powerhouse of a plant; rich in antioxidants and a
strong anti-inﬂammatory, in addition to being
considered a cognitive stimulant. That may just
be where the “memory” lore of the plants’
properties came from.
Rosemary is a perennial and makes a
surprisingly delicious spicy and fragrant tea on
those long, warmer summer evenings.
This is a very simple tea, requiring only
boiling water and a few sprigs of fresh rosemary,
but I like to add a bit of sugar and lemon juice to
balance out the slightly astringent, piney ﬂavor.
Boil a pot of water and add two to three
sprigs of rosemary to each tea mug. Once your
water is nearly boiling, cover the rosemary and
allow the tea to steep for about ﬁve minutes —
longer if you like a stronger ﬂavor.
At this point, I squeeze in about a tablespoon
of lemon juice and add sugar to taste, but honey
and agave are just a couple of the many other
great options available these days for natural
sweeteners.
Supposedly, rosemary tea was known as a
‘mood improver’ when the use of herbal home
remedies was more commonplace. I don’t know
for sure, but I like to think my mood is improved
after a nice cup of rosemary tea. I know that it
has served me well as an after-meal digestive, so
I’m certainly in a good mood about that.

Dill, or dill weed, grows well in the high country, as evidenced in this deck planter
overlooking the Honey Lake Valley. Photo by Joaquin Mann
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Delightful dill
Dill, or dill weed, is a feathery, fragrant herb
that grows in vibrant, delicate bunches. It is a
part of the same family as celery and boasts a
wide variety of nutrients, such as Vitamins A, C,
D, manganese, copper, iron, zinc, calcium and
more.
I use the wispy dill weed liberally in
everything from roasted vegetable dishes to
creamy cucumber dips during the summer, and
it is one of those herbs that packs a potent
punch with just a pinch.
One delicious way to incorporate dill into
your diet is in pickling, but if you’re not quite
there yet, it works well in a light cucumber salad.
For the salad you’ll need two to three good
sized cucumbers, either your garden variety or
an English cucumber would work well. Gather
up three tablespoons of either plain yogurt or
sour cream, some sea salt and freshly ground
pepper, and a few sprigs of fresh dill weed.
Wash and peel the cucumbers before thinly
slicing into a bowl. Toss the slices in a small bit
of salt until well coated and let rest for at least
three hours, but the longer the better.
Next, drain oﬀ the water from the sliced
cucumbers and add the yogurt or sour cream,
mixing well. The last step is adding in the fresh
dill, which you can either chop ahead of time or
snip directly into the bowl with scissors while
blending.
Refrigerate until served and enjoy! HCL
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Following a year
of sorting and
research, Lassen
Historical
Museum reopens
By Makenzie Davis
mdavis@lassennews.com

A

Having been closed for more than a year, the Lassen Historical Museum is once again
welcoming visitors. Photo by Makenzie Davis

fter sitting quietly for most of 2020,
the Lassen Historical Museum was a
blur of activity one May morning.
Little bonnets and vests adorned
the frames of visiting third graders
as they toured the local museum, soaking in
the interesting artifacts and the history of
Lassen County.
The Lassen Historical Society offered the
tour to all area schools in an attempt to make

30,000 Sq. Ft. Fully Stocked
Showroom!

FREE DELIVERY

and haul away in Lassen and Plumas counties!

Carpet • Hardwood
Vinyl Plank • Vinyl by...

By

NO INTEREST
WITH PAYMENTS
FOR 6 MONTHS!*

zaengles.com • 2800 Main St., Susanville • 530.257.7788

*Interest will be calculated on your account from the purchase date. If the
purchase balance is not paid in full within 6 months or if you make a late
payment, interest will be charged on the total purchase.
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Did you know there were mastodons in the area? This mastodon molar and partial
jawbone was discovered in Honey Lake Valley. Photo by Makenzie Davis

Spring Cleaning?
We’ve got a place for
your extra
stuff!

6x10
10x10
10x18
10x20
8x40

We Make
Home Painting
Easy!
• Call for Free Consultation
• Free Written Estimate
• We’ll Prep and Paint Your Home
on Schedule

704-990
Di Oro Lane
Susanville

Diamond Crest
Mini Storage
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up for the loss of the ever popular in person
Third-Grade History Day.
“We think it’s really important that the
third grade curriculum teach local history,”
Jeremy Couso, president of Lassen Historical
Society, recently said to the Susanville City
Council. “It’s something we’ve fostered for
years and something that’s really important
to us.”
For the majority of the pandemic, the local
museum did close its doors to the public, but
as of June 1, visitors are once again welcome
to stroll through the displays highlighting
various artifacts, events and people. This
summer, the museum is open 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
However, while public access was
restricted, there was no shortage of work as
the many dedicated docents and volunteers
kept busy sorting through stored away
collections, scanning photographs and
delving into the deep history of the area.
“We’ve managed to clean up this big
backlog,” Jeremy added. “We’ve got these
unique items and also we’ve built new
displays this year.”
This year, the museum is open 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, and docents,
including Jim Chapman, George Sargent,
Margie Meserve, Herman Zittel, Paulette
O’Kelley, Angie Bruce, Art Porter, Ken Bunch,
Barbara Selsor, Ray and Susan Couso and
Lynda Alberico, all have their unique
specialties that help bring the various
displays to life for visitors.
On that sunny May morning when third-

530.257.2441

Matthew Artaz
Painting
Lic. #805146 • Insured & Bonded

mjartaz@live.com • 530.616.5876
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Spring Update at PCIRC
It has now been 10 months since our family resource center was taken from us
by fire in downtown Quincy. While this was a devasting moment, staff members
did not miss a beat in serving victims of the fire while the ashes were still
smoldering. The agency continues to operate and provide services through all
its many programs at Ohana House located at 175 Main Street in Quincy, CA.
The good news is that the new building plans have been completed and
submitted to the county planning department and ground-breaking activities
will begin in the next week or so. As with our symbol, the Dragonfly, we too
represent change, adaptability, and transformation!
With the growing number of homeless individuals and families, and the lack of
affordable housing across the county, PCIRC is strategically planning for future
housing for our most vulnerable folks. The agency is in the process of
developing a Navigation Center to serve those in need of overnight emergency
sheltering. Services will include intensive case management, food, clothing,
shelter, hygiene supplies, workforce development support, access to healthcare
needs and a safe transition to permanent housing. PCIRC is also working to
secure, develop and operate its own housing models to eliminate the many
placement barriers for hard-to-serve populations, including low-income
individuals, seniors, Veterans, and families.
In the meantime, stay tuned for PCIRC’s newly designed restaurant facility and
training program to be created in downtown Quincy. For those of you
interested in joining us as an Angel Investor to assist in the work of our agency
and its future vision, donations can be mailed to PCIRC at P.O. Box 3005,
Quincy, CA 95971. To schedule an informational or planning appointment,
please contact Scott McCallum, Executive Director or
Cathy Rahmeyer, Director of Operations at 530-283-5515.
• 24/7 Crisis Line

• Mac Homeless Prevention

• Ohana House

• Plumas CASA

• Rape Crisis Services

• Rapid Re-Housing

• Food Pantry

• Grief Recovery Program

• Peer Counseling

• Advocacy

• Housing Navigation

• Utility Assistance
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This summer, when looking
for something to do, be sure
to check out the local
history at the Lassen
Historical Museum
Lassen Historical Museum visitors can check out this
1900 wedding outfit of Long Valley area residents Albert
J. Hall and Marietta “Molly” Stiles.
Photo by Makenzie Davis

Locally Owned
and
Operated

COVID-19
VACCINES
AVAILABLE!
for ages 12+
JOHNSON & JOHNSON • MODERNA • PFIZER
You can sign up online at our website:
www.quincypharmacy.com (the link to
schedule is at the top of our home page) or
we have walk-ins available on a semi-regular
basis. Sign up online and you can be in and
out in about 20 minutes!
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Ideal Protein is a doctor-designed,
Ketogenic Weight Loss Protocol where
we provide meals, coaching, support,
and information to promote healthy,
sustainable weight loss. Visit
quincypharmacy.com/ideal-protein/
for more information and to sign up!

530.283.4545
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-6pm
Closed Saturday and Sunday
FOLLOW US on Facebook and Instagram for
updates, specials and sales!
@quincypharmacy
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KSUE’s original mixing console is now on display at the local Lassen museum.
Photo by Makenzie Davis

Come in and
see all the new treasures!

graders from area schools toured the museum
they were given two tasks: Find the monkey
fangs and the mastodon molar — but the
uniquely curated displays offer much more in
addition to the fascinating mastodon fossil
found in the Honey Lake Valley: it offers a
glimpse into the lives of those who lived in
the area before us.
Lassen Historical Society Secretary Susan
Couso led High Country Life on a tour of the
displays as the eager eyes of local youth
peered through the glass to see town founder
Isaac Roop’s spectacles — an eye prescription
that might have been fake and only worn to
make him appear smarter, Susan said Roop’s
great granddaughter Zellamae Miles once
shared.
Some additional interesting finds include a
coyote scaring machine that shoots off
shotgun shells to frighten the animal, the
original KSUE mixing console, items from
various businesses throughout the years,
Native American artifacts, farm tools, quilts,
and a display on Lucy Philenda Montgomery
Spencer, who fought for women’s rights.

This summer, when looking for something
to do, be sure to check out the local history at
the Lassen Historical Museum at 115 N.
Weatherlow Street in Susanville and learn
more about the people and places that helped
form this community into what it is today.
“We invite everyone to come down and
check out the new stuff we have at the
museum,” Jeremy said. HCL

...a treasury of collectibles,
gifts, antiques
and more!

HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES & SUPPLIES

530.284.6655 • HIGHWAY 89 • GREENVILLE
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Celebrate the
Fourth in
Lassen
County

At the conclusion of the stock car races
around dusk on the Fourth of July, the
Lassen County Fairgrounds presents its
free annual Fourth of July fireworks show.
File photo
By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

T

he Fourth of July — when we
Americans celebrate our beloved
independence from King George III and
Great Britain — is perhaps the most
patriotic holiday in our great land.
According to history.com, while

Local people and local products
supporting our community.

RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL

TRIMMING • TREE REMOVAL • CHIPPING
Hazardous Fuel Reduction Services

Call us for a

FREE ESTIMATE

(530) 258-3306
www.digitconst.com
CA Lic #747715 • LTO #A11254
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FREE

Consultation
& Estimates

Serving Plumas and
Lassen Counties
for over 24 years

15 Years
Experience
Fully Licensed
and Insured
CA Lic. #1056162

530.394.7838
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Be aware there are
restrictions on
fireworks in place in
Susanville and
Lassen County
Independence Day was first celebrated on
July 4, 1777, it has only been an official federal
holiday since 1941. (And here’s a totally
modern, three-day weekend twist fer ya —
the federal holiday will actually be observed
this year on Monday, July 5.)
The Continental Congress voted in favor of
independence on July 2, 1776 (and future
president John Adams argued Independence
Day should be celebrated on that date with
“pomp and parade … games, sports, guns,
bells, bonfires and illuminations from one
end of this continent to the other”), but the

Many Susanville residents take over the parking lots on Main Street to use their Safe and
Sane fireworks on the Fourth of July. File photo
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Declaration of Independence, largely
credited to future president Thomas
Jefferson, was actually adopted on July 4.
So here’s what’s in store for Lassen
County residents and visitors ready to
celebrate the great patriotic holiday in
style.
Fireworks in Susanville
What would the Fourth of July
holiday be with a few fireworks?
Of course, the Lassen County
Fairgrounds presents its annual free
fireworks show about dusk Sunday, July 4
following the Fourth of July stock car races at
Diamond Mountain Speedway. The best
views are from the grandstands at the
fairgrounds, but the aerial fireworks show can
be seen in many places around Susanville.
Do you want some more personal fireworks
for the youngsters in your brood?
You should be aware there are restrictions
on fireworks in place in Susanville and Lassen
County.
The Susanville Municipal Code governs the
use and sale of fireworks within the city
limits. All fireworks must be California State
Fire Marshall approved as Safe and Sane.
Fireworks are for sale and use only inside the
city limits. Fireworks may not be transported
outside the city limits. Fireworks may only be
used between 6 a.m. Sunday, July 4 and 2 a.m.
Monday, July 5. For more information, call
the Susanville Fire Department at 257-5152.
Many local residents of all ages assemble in
the parking lots along Main Street as dusk
approaches to use the Safe and Sane
fireworks, and those residents may be able to

The free fireworks show after the races is said to be the locals’ favorite part of the holiday.
The show is presented on Sunday, July 4 at dusk. File photos

Young patriots in Spalding join in the
county’s only Fourth of July parade.
File photo
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• Make sure the firework has the State Fire
Marshal Safe and Sane seal;
• Counterfeit labels do exist. Only make
purchases from trustworthy vendors;
• Purchase only from legitimate
organizations authorized to sell within
California;
• Have a bucket of water, sand or garden
hose available at firing site;
• Read all instructions before use;
• Never alter, modify or enhance fireworks –
use only in the manner intended; and,
• Make sure fireworks have proper
clearance from flammable materials
including dry grass and brush.
Vehicles from many public and firefighting agencies join Spalding’s Fourth
of July parade. File photo

enjoy the fireworks show at the fairgrounds
from those vantage points as well.
California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection Lassen-Modoc Unit
fireworks guidelines
• First check that fireworks are allowed in
the area of use — fireworks may be used only
within the Susanville City limits. Their use is
illegal elsewhere in Lassen County;

Festivities in Spalding
Spalding, a small community on the shores
of Eagle Lake, hosts the only Fourth of July
parade in Lassen County.
A tri-tip sandwich dinner will be held at 5
p.m. Friday, July 2 at the Eagle Lake RV Park
in Spalding. The organizers hope for a return
visit by a CalFire helicopter.
The holiday festivities continue at noon
Saturday, July 3 with Independence Day
Burgers and Dogs in the Park. A tentative
craft fair is also scheduled for Saturday
morning.
At 1 p.m. Saturday, July 3 the Spalding

American Legion hosts the Spalding
Independence Day Parade along The Strand,
followed by the legion’s Independence Day
Rib Dinner at 5 p.m.
For more information, call the Eagle Lake
RV Park at 825-3133.
Free fishing day
And here’s one last holiday treat to consider
— Saturday, July 3 is a free fishing day in the
state of California. HCL

Flags fly during the Spalding Fourth of
July Parade. File photo
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A little known history of Caribou Road:
Conscientious Objectors Camp

Gansner Bar Campground on Caribou Road was once the site of a World War II era Conscientious Objectors Camp. Photo by Meg Upton

By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com

“Those who champion democracy, but make
a fetish of never accepting anything they don’t
agree with — what advantage do they see in
democracy?”
― William Edgar Stafford

everybloomin.com
Gift cards available online!

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Susanville: Mon-Sat 9-5:30pm,
Sunday 10-3pm
Chester: Mon-Sat 9-5pm,
Sunday 10-3pm

530.251.2330 • 705-670 Hwy 395 E, Susanville
530.310.0453 • 130 Main Street, Chester

40

High Country Life • July 2021

I

t’s easy to miss Gansner Bar Campground
driving through the Feather River Canyon
on Highway 70. It’s on Caribou Road with
maybe a mile from the highway to the
campground, and for today’s camper the
area is beautiful, lush and right on the river.
So much about it makes it an ideal place for
peace and tranquility: listening to the river
and the ducks making their home on the
banks by the rocks, the huge berry bushes
lining the river, the trees that dot the
landscape and the magnificent rock face of
the canyon walls. There’s a Forest Service
building, a park restroom, and the camp
manager in her own RV near the front of the
camp.
Walking through the grounds, a camp goer might never guess the history of the place,
but in March of 1944 the campground was a
camp for American conscientious objectors of

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

World War II and at one point housed nearly
200 men.
Back in April 2021, local Quincy book
collector, Johnny Walker came across some
books of poet and peace activist William
Stafford and made the connection between
the Gansner Bar Campground of today with
the interment camp for the objectors in
Stafford’s writing.
The Civilian Public Service Camp #134 was
run by the Church of the Brethren for the
men of various religious backgrounds that
have a strong advocacy for peace and nonviolence. Instead of going to war, these men
refused to be inducted into the military and
served their country by working with the
Forest Service instead. There were barracks, a
mess hall, and a library area.
Prior to the area becoming a conscientious
objector camp, it had housed military police
sent to guard shipments going through the
mountains by the Western Pacific Railroad.
The camp opened officially in May 1944
and was operated by the Brethren Service
Committee after a similar CPS camp (#36)
closed near Santa Barbara. According to the
Civilian Public Service archive, the men at
what is now Gansner Campground worked as
firefighters, repaired equipment, and
performed various fire prevention duties. The
year 1944 saw a full fire season with reports in
the Feather Bulletin of fires from May to late
September. The sugar pines in the Plumas
National Forest that year fell to a disease
known as “Blister Rust”—a fungus, which
concentrated in the La Porte area and the
south shore of Lake Almanor. The men in the
camps were sent out among the sugar pines
to apply a treatment to the trees to stop the
disease from spreading and to alleviate the
fungus worsening in the trees it had already
harmed.
Not everyone in Plumas County in 1944
was amenable to the men choosing to not
fight for their country. Throughout the spring
of 1944 — from the March announcement in
the Feather Bulletin of the old Civilian
Conservation Camp becoming a camp to

TYRUS CHIMNEY SWEEP
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Locally
Owned an
d
Operated
Lic. #911600 • LCO #6327

ejdoors@outlook.com
www.ejsgaragedoors.com

Quality You Can Count On!

DOORS
WINDOWS
LOCKSMITH

SALES
INSTALLATION
SERVICE

COMMERCIAL and RESIDENTIAL
Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers
Garage Door Tune-Up
Spring Replacement
Parts & Repair

Interior Doors
Exterior Doors
Lock Installation
Re-Keying
Windows

Insulated Glass
Patio Doors
Store Front Doors
and more!

Tyrus Herbertson, Owner

tyruschimneysweep@gmail.com • tyruschimneysweep.com
CA Contractor’s Lic. #988352
F.I.R.E. Certified Inspector
#FCI 256
CSIA Cert #6167

PO Box 3273, Quincy, CA

530.927.7459

741 MAIN STREET, CHESTER CA

530-258-9566
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Local book collector Johnny Walker alerted Feather Publishing to the camp after reading
William Stafford and the remnants of the camp’s literature. Photo by Meg Upton

house the objectors, throughout that first
year of its existence, residents in Plumas
County — including the editorial staff of the
Bulletin itself — voiced their objections to the
existence of the camp and of the men not
going to war.
In June of 1944, the Kenneth M. Hayes Post,
Veterans of Foreign Wars were outraged. The
Bulletin reported: “Severe criticism of the
manner in which the Conscientious
Objector’s camp near Belden is being
conducted and the conduct of the occupants
of the camp.” The VFW Post passed a

resolution that month which noted and
objected to the C.O.s at camp not being in a
more ‘prison style’ camp.
“[They] seem to be free of any restraint or
control” and “we note that the religion which
prevents fighting for their country does not
prevent frequent and public drunkenness on
the part of the inmates.”
The VFW attempted to order the camp be
under military control and more along the
lines of a prison camp rather than a work
camp. They also wanted the men to go
through ‘boot camp’ like training and to be

forced to wear a uniform singling them out as
objectors. The VFW also wanted them to face
some sort of court martial or dishonorable
discharge.
Also at issue for the families of soldiers was
that the interned men’s wives and children
could visit them while soldiers overseas did
not of course have that same privilege.
On July 31 of 1944 the Feather Bulletin
printed a letter to the editor from Robert
McLane of Berkeley who attempted to clarify
that the Camp Operations Division of the
Selective Service System oversaw the camps—
as complaints had arose that the camps were
too ‘lenient.’
McLane pointed out that inmates of the
camp would not be given military discharges
since they were not in the military and that
the camp was operated solely by the Brethren
Service Committee, without the use of
taxpayer funding so they would not be
wearing government issued uniforms. The
letter went on to note that the inmates in the
camp were not being paid for their service to
the Forest Service nor would they be receiving
any compensation for “permanent injury
received while working for the Forest Service.”
McClane goes on to note that in one week
alone in 1944, the men at the camp fought 45
fires in Plumas County and that an article in
the Bulletin praised the efforts of the
firefighters while never mentioning it was a
conscientious objectors crew that worked on
the fire suppression efforts.
The editorial staff at the time responded
that “in the timbered areas of the West, fire is
a common enemy to be fought by whoever is
available, without desire or expectation of
special credit for any individual or group.”
Another letter to the editor the following
week from Naomi Wood in Poston, Arizona
echoed McClane’s concerns. The Feather
Bulletin editorial staff doubled down.
“We could have mentioned the fact that
they are fighting fire while their neighbors are
being blown to bits in a dozen hell holes
around the world to protect the right of the
COs to do nothing but fight fire and howl to

SERVICE & REPAIR
AUTO • TRUCK
R.V. • BOATS
We Tow Them & Fix Them, Too!

180 NUGGET LANE
QUINCY, CA 95971

530.283.1162

Feed, Seed & Treats
530.691.1633 • 632 Main Street, Chester • Michelle Watkins, Owner
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“your friendly hooker”

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT REPAIRS
REGULAR MAINTENANCE
AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
TIMING BELTS • OIL CHANGES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS
CONTRACT
STATION

Serving you for over 41 years.

QUINCY TOW S

ERVICE

& REPAIR

For all your towing needs

www.QuincyTow.com

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

6/17/21

3:30 PM

Page 43

Local Non-Profits

Committed to Our Community

L

Feast on mouth-watering barbecue and support our seniors

assen Senior Services, Inc. (LSS) is a
501(c) 3 organization that has been an
advocate for the seniors of Lassen
County for over 30 years. Efforts made
over the past few years have resulted in
expanded community

involvement and commitment from its Board
of Directors, staff and volunteers. This
continued commitment has resulted in
developing a responsive system to the current
and future sustainability of seniors’ services
in Lassen County.
Our Meals on Wheels program
provides homebound
seniors 60 and older in
Susanville, Westwood,
Janesville, Doyle,
Herlong and
surrounding areas
with nutritious
meals once a day,
four days a week.
Throughout the
pandemic, this
program has been
essential for
Lassen County’s most vulnerable
seniors.
COVID-19 has made it
necessary for us to suspend our
congregate programs in Susanville,
Westwood and Doyle, which provide
opportunities for seniors to obtain hot,
nutritious meals, learn about nutrition,
socialize and be among seniors with
similar concerns and feelings.
Transportation to medical
appointments is available and must be
planned. One of the amazing features
of Lassen County is the transportation
program that Lassen Rural Bus offers
throughout the county.
Also serving as a community
center for meetings and the like, LSS
is home to Tai-Chi classes, line
dancing, a knitting/crochet group,
TOPS, Neighborhood Watch
meetings and occasionally
community cooking classes. Both
Susanville Rotary Clubs also hold
their meetings at its facility.
Types of services and
frequency of services offered by
LSS vary community by

community. In addition to the programs
already mentioned, LSS provides gateway
services to Senior Legal Services, Health
Insurance Counseling Advocacy Program and
actively advocates for older adults as they
navigate through the public and private
sector.
“We can’t thank Plumas
Bank enough as they are a
major supporter of Lassen
Senior Services’ annual
BBQ Cook-off, this year set
for Aug. 7 at the Lassen
County Fairgrounds. This
is our major fundraiser
and your support by
buying tickets to attend
this event is greatly
appreciated.”
The board of directors,
management and staff of Lassen Senior
Services look forward to the opportunity to
continue to support seniors by providing
programs and services, that continue to
enhance the health and well being of the
senior citizens of Lassen County.
Donations to help with their ongoing
efforts on behalf of our senior population are
greatly appreciated.

Lassen Senior
Services BBQ
Cookoff
August 7

This page sponsored by:

The Annual BBQ Cook-off
at a glance…
The Lassen Senior Services annual
BBQ Cook-off is the organization’s
major fundraiser. Teams and judges
come from all over California,
Oregon and Washington to compete
for the $13,000 in prizes for the best
meat, chicken, pork ribs and brisket.

Saturday, Aug. 7
Lassen Co. Fairgrounds
For more information or to make a
donation contact us at
530.257.2113 or email at:
info@lassenseniorservices.org

HERE. For Good.
www.plumasbank.com
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Not much is left from the prison camp but there are bits of foundation and debris circa the early 20th century that can be found on the
grounds of the present campground. Photo by Meg Upton

TURNING 65?
Need help sorting through the
Medicare details?

Lori can help!
Specializing In:

Medicare Supplements • Health Plans
Retirement Planning • Life Insurance • Annuities
Lori Morrell Lomas, EA • CA. Lic. #0B06912

feather financial
Tax and Insurance Services

www.featherfinancial.com • featherfinancial@gmail.com
Serving Plumas County Since 1992.

(530) 283-2341

20A Crescent St., Quincy • Fax: 283-2740
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Residents in Plumas
County — including the
editorial staff of the
Feather Bulletin —
voiced their objections
to the existence of the
camp and of the men
not going to war
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The Civilian Public Service archive has a
collection of photos and creative work
from the camps. Pictured here is an artist
rendering of a mountain cabin titled
“Belden” by Waldo S. Chase.
Photo submitted

Inmates Dan Force (left) and poet inmate
William Stafford and his wife Dorothy
Frantz are pictured here picking berries
near Belden in 1945. Photo submitted

high heaven when they do not get the credit
they believe they are entitled.”
But in the midst of that animosity nearly
200 men in a drought year endured the
general public’s condemnation while
responding to fire and blister rust, building
trails and roads for Plumas County.
The men published their own newsletter
called The Nugget which was a collection of
writing and illustrations the men did while in
the camp.
One of the writers of the camp was the poet
William Stafford, whose book “Down in My

Heart,” published in 1947, chronicled his time
there and the men’s activities and their
relationships to each other and the camp and
the nature surrounding them. Stafford was a
prolific poet and in 1970 was Poet Laureate of
the United States. He taught for Lewis and
Clark College in Oregon from 1948 to 1980
and died in 1993. He published 65 volumes of
poetry and other work in his lifetime, though
it all began with his time in Plumas County
and the camp at Gansner Bar.
The prison camp for conscientious
objectors #134 officially closed in May 1946. HCL

Quincy Hot Spot
2019 E. Main St., Quincy

530.283.2929

There’s barely a trace of what the camp once looked like before it became the tranquil
campground it is today. Photo by Meg Upton

Tuesday-Saturday 10-4
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Beckon twilight with a tasty summer cocktail

Warm summer evenings are perfect for
this refreshing adult delight!

P

erhaps nothing is more relaxing
on a warm summer night than
sipping a cocktail as the sun sets.
Some cocktails, such as the
following recipe for “Blueberry
Crush” from Susan Elia MacNeal’s
“Infused: 100+ Recipes for Infused
Liqueurs and Cocktails” (Chronicle
Books), even evoke the twilight hours of
summertime with their unique look.
Blueberry Crush
Serves 1
4
2
2
2

or 5 ice cubes
blackberries
blueberries
raspberries

3 ounces Blueberry Vodka (see below)
Dash of lime juice
1 cup cracked ice
1⁄2cup sparkling water or club soda (optional)
Place the ice cubes in a chilled oldfashioned glass. Place the berries in a small
bowl and crush with a fork. Add to a shaker
with the vodka, lime juice and cracked ice.
Shake for 10 to 15 seconds, then strain over the
ice cubes. For a lighter version of the drink,
add the sparkling water after shaking.
Blueberry Vodka
1 750-ml. bottle of vodka
1 quart fresh blueberries
1⁄4 to 1 cup Sugar Syrup (optional; see below)
Decant the vodka into a clean 2-quart glass
container with a tight-fitting lid. Soak the
original bottle to remove the label. Let dry.
If using frozen berries, allow them to thaw.
Place the fresh or thawed frozen berries in a
bowl, crush with a fork and add to the vodka.
Allow the vodka to infuse away from direct
sunlight and intense heat for three months.
Shake the container a few times each week.
When you’re satisfied with the intensity of
flavor, strain the liqueur through a metal
sieve into a bowl. Discard the berries. Add the
sugar syrup to taste, if desired.
Using a funnel, pour the liqueur into the
original bottle (or another container). Label
with the name of liqueur and the date. Age
for one month away from light and heat.
Sugar Syrup
1 cup water
2 cups granulated sugar

Monthly salary range: $3,924 - $6,364
Benefits: DOC employee benefits include medical, dental, vision and basic employee life
coverage through the Public Employees’ Benefit Board (PEBB) and retirement benefits through
the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS). Paid vacation leave and sick leave are accrued
monthly and wage increases are awarded in accordance with the applicable labor contract.

Visit our website or contact: Kelli Ketchum 503-269-4867
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Put the water in a small saucepan. Add the
sugar. Bring the water to a boil while stirring.
Reduce the heat and continue to stir until the
sugar dissolves. Cool to room temperature.
Select a clean container that will hold at least
11⁄2 cups. Using a funnel, pour the sugar syrup
into the container, seal and store in the
refrigerator for up to six months. HCL
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Tip of the month:

Common house-hunting mistakes and how to avoid them
what you can afford, and tailor your search accordingly.
• Downplaying flaws could be a costly mistake, as could
overestimating your ability to play handyman yourself.
• Jumping in too fast or waiting too long to put in an
offer are both risky in terms of cost and what kind of
property you might end up with.
• Don't overbid for fear of losing out, as it can cause
problems with the appraisal, the mortgage, and reselling
the house.
Not Knowing What You Can Afford
Once you've fallen in love with a particular place, it's
hard to go back. You start dreaming about how great
your life would be if you had all the wonderful things it

•

offered, like the lovely tree-lined streets, the jetted
bathtub, the spacious kitchen with professional-grade
appliances, etc.
However, if you can't or won't be able to afford that
house, you're just hurting yourself by imagining yourself
in it. So, to avoid temptation, it's best to restrict your
house-shopping to properties in your financial
neighborhood. If you look at places that are outside your
price range, you'll end up lusting after something you
can't afford. That can put you in the dangerous position
of trying to stretch beyond your means financially or
cause you to feel unsatisfied with what you actually can
buy. HCL

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

B

uying a home is a very emotional process. If
you allow those emotions to get the best of
you, you may fall prey to a number of
common homebuyer mistakes. It's very
important to keep your emotions in check and
make the most rational decision possible.
Your aim is to end up with a home you love at a price
you can afford, but unfortunately, many people do
things that prevent them from achieving that dream.
Let's look at some of the top house-hunting mistakes
people make—and how to find a house the right way.
Key Takeaways
• Before you start house shopping, be realistic about

6/17/21

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

2213 Main Street
Susanville
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Preparing your home for the
next natural disaster

W

e all want our homes to be safe,
comforting spaces that oﬀer
refuge and protection from the
outside world. The global
pandemic has taught us this, as
well as the importance of
preparation — not just for illness — but also

for natural disasters like ﬁres, ﬂoods,
earthquakes, and tornados.
Making sure your house is a secure and
resilient structure is critical no matter where
you live, as global warming has altered the
climates and weather events of many regions.
Fortunately, thanks to advances in design and

innovative materials, building a stronger,
disaster-proof home is possible.
An alternative to traditional woodframing, Nudura insulated concrete forms are
an excellent option many engineers and
designers are turning to. The steel-reinforced
solid concrete cores range from four to 12
inches, providing far superior strength and
safety compared to wood. Meanwhile the
non-toxic, ﬁre-retardant expanded
polystyrene foam provides a ﬁre protection
rating of up to four hours.
Homes built with these ICFs are proven to
survive natural disasters — houses that faced
Hurricane Michael in Florida and Hurricane
Katrina in New Orleans are still standing.
ICFs even oﬀer wind resistance of up to 250
mph (402 kph), equivalent to an F4 tornado.
Homes that use ICF construction have
other added beneﬁts, including enhanced
insulation for lower energy bills, a reduced
carbon footprint, and improved ventilation
for better indoor air quality and lower
susceptibility to mold. Concrete forms also
require less maintenance over time, saving
you the expense and eﬀort of continuous
upkeep and providing additional peace of
mind.
Find more information at nudura.com. HCL
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119 Main St., Chester
Phone: (530) 258-3303 • Fax: (530) 258-4873

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

BRE #01948890
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Linda W. Gillam
Realtor • Associate

LakeAlmanorBrokers.com

530.356.4543
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

REALTOR

®

BRE #01080683

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

Full Service Real Estate Company

•
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A Peaceful Sanctuary
This magnificent custom built home is in a beautiful setting just
minutes from town! Lodge style great room with vaulted
pine tongue and groove ceilings. 2 bedrooms, 2
baths with an office or third bedroom. Radiant
heat tile floors. Full basement with 3 car
parking and workshop with full
bathroom. There’s even a guest
house! This home has so
many extras...a MUST SEE!
Asking price $650,000.
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A lush, green
lawn increases
curb appeal
and adds value
to your home

Marcia Stallworth
BRE #00604744

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

619.997.0014
pacificgal101@msn.com

R

eturns on home
improvement projects vary.
In its annual Cost vs. Value
Report, Remodeling
magazine notes the
projects that yield the best
returns on investment in a given
year. But a host of factors, including

Very Unique
Property, Close
to Lake Almanor, Private River Access

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

•

Bring the family to frolic in the lake, fish, golf,
snowmobile, hike and explore the beauty of the
gorgeous Sierras. This property would be very difficult
to duplicate - .80 acres along the Feather River. You
can build your own river beach! This could be the
home of your dreams, a lot to work with and the
possibilities are plentiful. The home is older, originally
built in 1941, and has that wonderful country charm
with modern conveniences. Much has been recently
updated and it just needs someone to finish off the
repairs and upgrades, it is almost finished. Come
personalize it! A must see....................$575,000

Amazing views of
Indian Valley!
3,000+ square feet.

750,000

$

Horse property
in Indian Valley!
10+ acres, 8 stall barn,
arena and paddock.

425,000

$

309 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor

almanorhomes.com
530.596.4899
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Maintain a lush green lawn
Lawns that fall into disrepair may not
give buyers a correct impression about
how homeowners maintained their
homes. Lawns with multiple dead spots
and grass that appears more brown than
green may lead many buyers to assume
that the home’s interior was equally illcared for.
Maintaining lush green lawns is not as
diﬃcult as it may seem. Applying fertilizer
and aerating at the appropriate times of
year (this varies by region) can promote
strong roots and healthy soil, making it
easier for grass to survive harsh conditions
like drought. When watering in summer,
do so in early morning or evening so as
little water is lost to evaporation as
possible.
Address brown patch
Even well-maintained lawns can fall

victims to brown spots. Homeowners
without much lawn care experience can
consult professional landscapers to
address the issue. But those looking to sell
their properties should note that buyers
often walk the grounds of homes they are
considering buying. So addressing any
issues on the lawn should be a priority for
sellers.

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

the type of market (buyers’ or sellers’) and
the region where the home is being sold,
ultimately combine to determine if
homeowners’ investments in home
improvement projects will provide the
returns they were hoping for
Though there’s no way of guaranteeing
a home improvement project will yield a
great return, real estate professionals often
cite improving curb appeal as an excellent
way to attract prospective buyers and
potentially get the asking price or more
when selling the home.
Various projects, including tending to
lawns and gardens, can improve curb
appeal. An added beneﬁt to focusing on
landscaping to improve curb appeal is it
promotes spending time outdoors in
spring and summer. In addition, many
lawn- and garden-related home
improvement projects need not require
professional expertise.

6/17/21

Conﬁne dogs to certain areas
Dog owners may want to let their pets
roam free in their yards, but homeowners
about to put their properties up for sale
may want to conﬁne their four-legged
friends to certain areas. That’s because dog
urine can be high in nitrogen. Nitrogen
itself is not harmful to lawns, but in high
concentrations it can contribute to yellow
or brown spots. Also, highly acidic dog
urine may even adversely aﬀect pH levels
in the soil. HCL
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$

00
519,0

399 Williams Valley Road,
Greenville
$

00
649,0

Lake Almanor
Real Estate
289 Clifford Drive • Lake Almanor

530-259-5687

666-670 Spring Creek Drive,
Clear Creek

128 Bailey Creek Drive,
Bailey Creek

721 Red River Drive,
Bailey Creek

DRE #01847475
A member of the BHH Affiliates, LLC
BHHSLakeAlmanor.com
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Tiny house living

Is 200 square feet
a good place to
start a new
marriage?
By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com
A THOW (tiny house on wheels) is considered an RV in California. Photo by Meg Upton

W

hen our tiny house arrived in my
mother’s driveway in 2019, the
neighbors all came out to gawk,
and marvel. We’ve had at least
one person a month inquire if we
want to sell it to them so they can house
their adult child coming back home or to use
it as a mother-in-law unit. I panicked,
wondering if I could fit my life into a tiny
house — roughly the size of the UCLA dorm
room I once lived in with a roommate I grew
to dislike because the space was so small.
Was 200 square feet a good place to start a
new marriage?!

WELL DRILLING

Hard Rock Air Rotary Drilling • Free Site Review
Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

PUMPS

Solar • New Systems • Repairs • Emergency Service

530.283.4844 • 189 Danny Ct., Quincy
CA Lic. #1025320 — Serving You Since 1991 —
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The Back Story
For us, the tiny house was the answer to a
specific problem. My husband was in the
midst of a rebuild after a house fire and
couldn’t afford to pay both mortgage and
rental prices at the same time in Orange
County. Buying a tiny house for $39,000 (we
bought a floor model) meant that it would
pay for itself in southern California rent in
only nine months.
We parked it in the driveway next to the
burned structure and had Southern
California Edison put up a utility pole. Costa
Mesa code enforcement assured us we’d have
no issues in that particular city unless a
neighbor complained. In two years, no
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A single loft space can sleep two comfortably with a queen mattress, and a chest to store winter linens and sweaters. Photo by Meg Upton

Howard Construction is a locally owned
and operated full service construction
company. Owner Kyle Howard has been
in the construction field since 1978,
building custom homes and other
structures in the Lake Almanor
Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks
customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection.
We take pride in professionalism,
quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

New Homes
Remodels
Decks • Porches
Carports • Garages
Roofing • Plumbing
Electrical • Painting
Concrete Work
EPA Certified in
Renovations
and Repair
Testing • Evaluation
Documentation
Removal

kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com
530.258.3541, Office • 530.258.1601, Cell • Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727
High Country Life • July 2021

53

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

neighbor complained, but six neighbors
inquired to see it because they wanted one
too.
In the middle of the rebuild, a developer
offered cash for the property, so we turned
around and bought a house in south Orange
County — but the new house had a short
driveway and there was no room for — or
need for a tiny house there.
My husband had purchased a lot outside
Greenville intending to build a small cabin
for retirement and learned very quickly that
building on a forest lot was prohibitively
expensive. So, we had the tiny house towed
(from southern California a tiny house tow
runs $1,000-$2,000) to my mother’s property
five miles from what we hope to be our new
home by the end of this summer.
After two years of trying to live on the lot
we bought, sometime this summer, we will
have a slab of concrete poured and the tiny
house will be rolled onto it for good.
“Rolling” is key. In California, as long as
your tiny house is on wheels, it is under the
same rules and regulations as an RV. Unlike
an RV however, a tiny house has wheels but
no engine—it’s more like a glorified trailer. A
tiny house without wheels is subject to all
the same California building codes as a
standard size house.
Californians looking at tiny houses as
either primary residences or secondary ones

6/17/21
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Everything has to
have a place to be,
and you very quickly
learn that if you bring
something home,
something else might
need to leave
(ours falls into this category) should be
aware of the need for wheels to make it a
viable housing option. The key to a hasslefree tiny house experience is making sure
your tiny house meets/has RV certification.
Our tiny house currently isn’t hooked up

while at my mom’s — so really it functions as
an extra bedroom. When it’s finally hooked
up with electric and water and sewage it will
be a fully functional miniature home. We
love my mom but we are so looking forward
to the simple things in life: indoor plumbing
and being able to cook dinner — and did I
mention indoor plumbing?
What’s in a Tiny Home?
When you only have 200 square feet to
work with, everything you have must have
some sort of purpose. One thing out of place
makes the whole place look like a rock star’s
trashed hotel room. Everything has to have a
place to be and you very quickly learn that if
you bring something home, something else
might need to leave.
We chose a model with a loft sleeping area
to give us space downstairs.
I had a 1920s antique dresser I’ve been
carting around since the 90s and
miraculously it fit within two inches in the
space behind the front door where we have a
closet rod up to hang clothes. It fit neatly in
that corner and gives my husband and I each
one-and-a-half drawers for clothes with all
our shoes — OK, really all of my shoes —
tucked underneath it. We found a love seat
from World Market meant for dorm rooms
that folds out into a single size bed so
visitors (my kids) can spend the night. We

On the go...
or from the comfort of your own
home, Lassen Municipal Utility
District’s new website allows you
to access our full range of
services...anytime, anywhere.

Visit www.lmud.org and
have a look around.

65 S. Roop Street, Susanville | 530.257.4174
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found a table that folds up into nearly
nothing to serve as: dinner table/side
table/desk as needed, at a Lake Almanor
garage sale. We decorated one of the two
major walls with a giant tin mirror
purchased from Sterling Sage in Greenville
— it functions to make the place look bigger
and less crowded. We have a single chair
across from the couch and that’s pretty
much it for furniture. Does anyone really
need more than that?
Underneath the stairs we have two-bushel
baskets — one filled with my hobbies, and
one with his. Mine has embroidery projects
and knitting projects. His has a few things
he’s working on and I try desperately not to
take it over with more of my things. We
share a tall skinny bookcase against the wall
behind the stairs and we put up hooks for
bathrobes and jackets. Up in the loft there’s
a queen size mattress on one side and a chest
filled with winter sweaters and blankets and
sheets and whatever books we’re reading and
a small fan.
The husband, a woodworker, has plans for
two additional things to make it more
livable: insulation under the floor (the tiny
house was purchased in San Diego after all),
and a Japanese style storage staircase (kiadan
dansu) to the loft, which will give us the
ability to put more things away. I am
investigating purchasing a shade that will
come down in the loft, shielding whomever
is sleeping from the light from the night owl
in the living room below.
There’s a tiny bathroom with a
washer/dryer unit that converts back and
forth between washing and drying, a decent
size shower, shelving, and toilet. The sink is
in the kitchen, which has an apartment size
stove and set of cabinets and countertop
with drawers underneath and a miniature
fridge.
Tiny House Living
If you’re living in a tiny house by yourself,
it’s pretty easy living—even in winter. A
simple radiator on the lowest setting makes
it comfortable. Likewise with the air
conditioning of a tiny unit. It’s economically
and environmentally sound (you can’t take
more than a five minute shower, and
groceries must get used up right away as
there’s no room for science experiments in
the fridge). Cooking dinner alleviates the
need for a heater too.
Living as a couple in a tiny house requires
that you really, really, love and accept the
person sharing the space with you. There’s
no escaping the other person living with you.
Kids would present a similar problem and a
lack of privacy. For lovebirds, it’s really ideal.
Another issue is fitness. Are you able to
climb down a ladder from the loft in the
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We’re building a
patio and picnic
table so that in
the warmer
months we can be
outside
middle of the night to the bathroom
underneath without stumbling, falling or
stubbing your toe? (I might have done these
things).
Some people with tiny house lofts use that
space for clothes and storage and sleep

downstairs instead.
The other key to successful tiny house
living is what will be your surroundings on
the outside. We’re building a patio and
picnic table so that in the warmer months we
can be outside — and outside is really what
this area is about.
The Bottom Line
For us, the tiny house was our most viable
option in finding livable housing in Plumas
County. After watching the housing market
for a year we realized that the houses that
kept coming to market were either houses in
bad need of major repairs (electrical
upgrades) or beautiful large houses on
acreage we could neither afford monetarily
or time-wise to keep up the management of
so much land. The few houses not fitting
this description seemed to be snapped up
too quickly for us to even think about.
By the end of the summer, the lot and the
tiny house paid for a couple years ago now
makes it ideal. We’ve made living in Plumas
County affordable for us.
Rents in Plumas County have steadily
risen in the last decade and are starting to
mirror the rest of the state at a time when
wages in Plumas County have not risen to
the same level.
Local housing advocates as well as
housing advocates around the state are

ummer
SSPECIALS
S
ee our summer
classes and specials at:
mountainyogastudio.com
and join us for:

Yoga
Cycling
2005 Main St., Susanville

530.251.6028 • mountainyogastudio.com

Massage
High Country Life • July 2021
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Homeless advocates
see tiny houses as a
possible way to keep
people housed in an
affordable way
A view from the loft. Everything
you need to live in one room.
Photo by Meg Upton

We feature hundreds of quilt kits, books, patterns, notions and
fabrics galore.
Shop online for kits
and more.
Stop by the store
and say hello!
HOURS:
Tues-Sat 9 am-6 pm

www.quiltkitstore.com

www.countrypinesquiltshop.com
704-395 Richmond Rd. East, Susanville • 530.257.4071
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starting to look into the feasibility of
creating tiny house enclaves to help with the
severe available housing shortages in Plumas
County. Post after post on social media finds
professionals who’ve accepted employment
from out of the area on a mad search for
housing. Homeless advocates also see tiny
houses as a possible way to keep people
housed in an affordable way.
Tiny houses run in price range from about
as small and affordable as ours (hovering
around $30,000) to full family dwellings with
double the loft capacity around $70,000 and
everything in between. Though ours is from
San Diego, there are tiny house builder
companies in southern Oregon and
Northern California that are building and
selling THOWs (tiny houses on wheels).
Home builders can buy pdf plans on
Amazon and other sites to build their own
onto trailer flats. As long as it has wheels,
you’re good to go.
Tiny Home Last Thoughts
Although it takes some getting used to, it’s
a lifestyle that has immediate benefits. Takes
twenty minutes to ‘clean house.’ Takes even
less time to heat or cool. Takes a break on
your wallet.
Best of all it forces you to live without
clutter or attachment. You read a book, and
you pass that book along. If that outfit
doesn’t fit, it goes straight to the thrift store.
There’s no waiting to get around to doing a
project in the tiny house. You get it done and
out of there. And no one ever overstays their
welcome. Best of all, with the addition of a
deck and a table outside, you’ve got the best
of the great outdoors this region boasts of
without the hassle and expense of a larger
house’s upkeep and management. HCL
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Fred and Sheri
Binswanger
named
Paul Bunyan
Mountain &
Blues Festival
Parade
Grand Marshals
By
The Westwood Area Chamber of Commerce
Special to High Country Life

T

he Westwood Area Chamber of
Commerce is pleased to announce Fred
and Sheri Binswanger as Grand
Marshals of the 2021 Paul Bunyan
Mountain & Blues Festival Parade.
This dynamic duo has selflessly served the
community of Westwood for nearly 50 years.
They married in 1973 after meeting on the
Chester football field while Sheri was a cheer
advisor in Chester and Fred was the
Westwood High School football coach. Their
only son, Karl was born in 1977 and graduated
from Westwood High School.
In 1977, Fred headed a monumental
collaboration and fundraising effort to get
lights on the Westwood High School football
field. They still illuminate Lumberjack’s
Friday night home games today.
Coaching high school football along with
seventh and eighth grade wrestling and
basketball is just the beginning of Fred’s
endless contributions to Westwood’s youth
and schools. He taught math and PE at
Westwood High School from 1978 until 2002
inspiring nearly three generations of students
to be their best. Each year during Red Ribbon
Week Fred took a group of students on a hike
to Deer Heart Lake to reinforce the week’s
message of fun Drug Free alternatives.
Sheri too spent 30 years education, many of
those years teaching Business, English and

Featuring exhibits on lumber grades, forest stands, old photos
and implements, the mission is to teach principles of
lumbering, forestry and sustainability and there is
no admission fee.

The museum building, completed in 2007, was constructed to look like the
old sawmill building operated by Collins Pine Co. from 1943-2001. The open-beam structure
provides an appealing space where different species of wood from the area are featured. Inside are
information panels and interactive displays on lumbering, forestry, wood identification, principles of
sustainability and the history of Collins Pine. Visitors can view a film on forestry-related topics in the
museum’s small theater.
Outside the building is a short viewing path featuring trucks and equipment used by Collins Pine
during the 1940s -1960s. There is also a 400-year-old Sugar Pine cross section dating back to 1620.

OPEN MID-MAY TO MID-OCTOBER, WED-SAT, 9-5

on the Collins Pine Lawn off
Main St., Chester • 530.258.2111
High Country Life • July 2021
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Advancement Via Individual Determination
(AVID) at Westwood High School. Her work
with AVID took her all over the state with
students touring prospective colleges and
inspiring them to “think bigger than their
own community.” Financial Aid to chase their
educational goals was another of Sheri’s pet
projects as the Westwood High School
advisor. Always working to better the youth of
Westwood, beginning in 1976, Sheri spent
years with the Philanthropic Educational
Organization (P.E.O.) sisterhood screening
young women on a mission to advance their
education and “reach for the stars,” offering
scholarships, grants and help with financial
aid.
She served on a P.E.O state scholarship
committee and was proudly president four
times. Twenty-four years with Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) is another of
Sheri’s many contributions to the Westwood
Community. One of their many fund-raising
projects was to take pictures with Santa at
Westwood’s annual Christmas in the
Mountains event. In 1982, Sheri also started
the Community Advocates for Responsible
Education (CARE) group that grew into
Westwood’s PTA of today. They are
responsible for starting the annual book sales,
Halloween Carnival and Writing Contest that
continue today.
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Grand Marshals lead the
parade that kicks off the
2021 Paul Bunyan
Mountain Blues Festival
at Westwood Park
Even after retiring from teaching both Fred
and Sheri volunteered serving cereal and
baking muffins at Fletcher Walker
Elementary for the Breakfast for Kids
program, Fred for 15 years and Sheri for 10.
This amazing couple have been involved in
nearly every community service endeavor
including Sheri’s five years serving on the
Westwood Area Chamber of Commerce
Board and her current seat on the Westwood
Community Services District Board.
Mr. and Mrs. Binswanger remain dedicated,
contributing members of the chamber since
2007. Fred was a Rotary member from 19761982. Both Fred and Sheri spent years
involved with the Boy Scouts where Fred was

Troop Committee Chairman. He and his
Scouts cut Christmas trees every year to fund
boys’ attendance at scout camp near
Drakesbad and had the grand adventure of
stocking fish in Hidden Lake. This remote
lake has no roads leading to it so they loaded
the fingerling fish in ten-gallon cans with
aeration screens and hauled them up the
mountain on horseback.
Sheri has volunteered at the Westwood
Museum for years and was head of the
Centennial Committee. During that time, the
museum was developed into a true non-profit
with a seated board in 2013. She also taught
knitting to anyone interested at the local
One-Stop resource center until Covid-19
caused the lessons to pause. She anticipates
starting them again soon.
As if all that wasn’t enough, Fred and Sheri
have hosted four foreign exchange students,
three for a full year. They have a boy from
Germany and a girl from Italy that they
remain close with and even have honorary
grandparenthood.
The Westwood Area Chamber of
Commerce is proud to honor Fred and Sheri
Binswanger for their dedicated service to
Westwood for nearly half a century.
Join us July 10, 2021 as they lead the parade
that will kick off the 2021 Paul Bunyan
Mountain Blues Festival at Westwood Park. HCL

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

6/17/21

3:31 PM

Page 59

The dos
and
don’ts
of

FIREPITS
Special to High Country Life

M

any homeowners relish any
opportunity to retreat to their
back yards, where they can put up
their feet and relax in the great
outdoors. That retreat-like escape
is made even more relaxing when
sitting around a fire pit: However, with current
drought conditions and the ever increasing
threat of wildfires, there are some simple
guidelines to follow to lessen the risk.
Fire pits can be found in millions of
suburban backyards across the globe. Fire pits
have become so popular that a 2016 survey of
landscape architects conducted by the
American Society of Landscape Architects
revealed they were the most sought after
outdoor design element. Fire pits remain
wildly popular a half decade after that survey.
Homeowners who are only now joining the
fire pit revolution can keep these dos and
don’ts in mind as they plan their summer
s’mores sessions.
DO keep the fire pit a safe distance away
from the home. Fire pits should be located a
safe distance from the home at all times, but
especially when they’re in use. Home design
experts recommend keeping fire pits a
minimum of 10 to 20 feet away from a house or

Let’s create the website
of your dreams...
Web Design • Web Development • Support
Maintenance • Updates • Speed Optimization
eCommerce Sites • Membership Sites

other structure, such as a shed or a detached
garage. The further away the fire is from
houses and other structures, the less likely
those structures are to catch on fire.
DON’T place the fire pit beneath trees or
next to shrubs. Though fire pits should be
kept safe distances away from a house and
other structures, it’s important that they’re
not placed beneath trees or next to shrubs.
Shrubs and low hanging branches can easily
catch embers and be lit ablaze, so make sure
fire pits are not placed in locations that
increase that risk.
DO clean out seasonal debris. It can be
tempting to let seasonal debris resting inside
the fire pit burn away during the season’s first
s’mores session. But burning debris poses a
serious safety risk, as embers can easily be
blown out of the fire pit and catch nearby
trees or shrubs or even a home on fire. The
National Fire Protection Association advises
homeowners that embers blowing from a
backyard fire pose the same threat to homes
as if they are from a wildfire.
DON’T let fire pits burn near flammable
materials. Store firewood piles a safe distance
away from the fire pit while it’s in operation.
It may be convenient to keep firewood right

next to the fire pit while the fire is burning,
but that increases the risk that embers will
land on firewood and start a fire outside of
the pit.
DO check the weather report prior to
starting the fire. Windy weather increases the
risk of embers blowing around and
potentially landing on the house, other
structures around the property or trees. If the
weather report is calling for gusting winds,
burn a fire on another night.
DON’T leave a fire pit fire burning.
Unattended recreational fires are illegal and
incredibly dangerous. Homeowners should
never leave fire pit fires burning unattended
or allow fires to slowly die out overnight.
Always extinguish the fire before going inside
and stop adding wood to the fire roughly one
hour before you plan to go inside. Water or
sand can be poured on ashes to extinguish the
fire. Once homeowners are confident a fire
has been extinguished, ashes can be spread
around to ensure there are no hot spots still
burning. If there are, start the extinguishing
process over again.
A night around the fire pit is a summertime
tradition in many households. Safety must be
as much a part of such traditions as s’mores. HCL

Your
Full Service Pharmacy
Most Insurance Plans Accepted!

GIFTS • CARDS • KIDS’ CORNER
PHOTO KIOSK • JEWELRY AND MORE!

VILLAGE DRUG COMPANY
smcdesign.dev • 530.616.8111 • info@smcdesign.dev

530.284.6618 • 225 Main St., Greenville
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— VALUABLE COUPON —

FREE ALIGNMENT
...with purchase of 4 tires.
Expires 8.1.21
SUSANVILLE FORD CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
704-485 Richmond Rd. E., Susanville
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— VALUABLE COUPON —

49

Oil Change $

99

Up to 5 quarts synthetic blend.
Expires 8.1.21
SUSANVILLE FORD CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
704-485 Richmond Rd. E., Susanville

— VALUABLE COUPON —
Coolant Flush $14999
All makes and models.
Expires 8.1.21
SUSANVILLE FORD CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
704-485 Richmond Rd. E., Susanville

SALES HOURS: Monday-Friday 8-6 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5 SERVICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 7:30-5:30

HCL 7.21 MASTER SINGLES USE:Layout 1 copy

6/17/21

3:31 PM
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PHY Sport
s
SIC
ALS
July 19 August 13

at the Portola a n d
Loyalto n Cli n ics.

29
cash due at
at time of appointment.

$

Insurance will not be
billed. Call to make an
appointment:

PORTOLA CLINIC
530.832.6600
LOYALTON CLINIC
530.993.1231
530.832.6500
EPHC.org • 500 First Ave., Portola

