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The entire community got behind collecting donations for Dixie Fire victims, including
Jamie Stock, president of Susanville Rotary Noon, Rod Chambers, president of Radio
Network, and Rhonda Trout, host of the popular Swap Shop program heard at
8 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KSUE and 93-KJDX. Photo by Sam Williams

Radio, ﬁreﬁghters, community
support Dixie Fire victims

S

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

usanville radio station 93-JDX
sponsored two live broadcast events
designed to raise money for Dixie
Fire victims.
Fireﬁghters from the Chester Fire
Department and the Susanville Fire
Department were at Holiday Markets in
Chester and Lake Almanor from noon to 4
p.m. Friday, Sept. 10 asking Plumas County
residents to “ﬁll the boot” with donations to
help Dixie Fire victims.
The two ﬁre departments came together
again to raise funds from noon to 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 17 at Susanville Supermarket
IGA.
All funds collected will be distributed
through Rotary District 5190 in Lassen and
Plumas counties.
Rod Chambers, the president of The Radio
Network (KSUE and 93-JDX), estimated the
events raised about $26,000 for Dixie Fire
victims — $9,000 in Chester and $17,000 in
Susanville.
Chambers downplayed the network’s role
in the event.
“I think we’re the event organizer,”
Chambers said. “I think we’re pretty good at

that. We set the stage that maybe you as an
individual or a resident couldn’t do. We laser
focus on that event and support it with live
broadcast coverage. We start ramping up a
week or two before hand on-air, talking it up,
working with our partners bringing all the
folks together whether it’s Rick Stewart and
Susanville Supermarket IGA or the two ﬁre
departments. So we try to coalesce everybody
and set the stage, but we don’t take credit for
the money. The community steps up, and
they do.”
Chambers said he takes his role seriously.
“I put a lot of emphasis into working that
event with our partners,” Chambers said.
“Creating the atmosphere — the American
ﬂag over Main Street hanging oﬀ the ladder,
the two big ladder trucks, the ﬁremen on the
street with boots, Andrea doing the live
broadcast— all of that’s very powerful.”
This isn’t the ﬁrst time the radio network
has put on such an event.
“It’s a repeat of the Camp Fire rally two
years ago,” Chambers said. “That rally far
exceeded our expectations, and it was for
Paradise that was two hours away. Now
we’re talking about communities in our own
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‘It’s a repeat of the
Camp Fire rally two
years ago. That rally
far exceeded our
expectations.’

High Country Life
November 2021

—Rod Chambers

Autumn morning glory.
Photo by Joaquin Mann

A ﬁreﬁghter collects a donation from a driver on Grand Aenue. Photos by Sam Williams

back yard.”
Chambers said the Camp Fire rally raised
about $68,000.
“It’s curious (that the Camp Fire rally raised
more than the Dixie Fire rally), Rod said, “I
think its because almost 100 people died and
the Camp Fire took out 17,000 homes. It
eliminated a community of nearly 50,000
people.”
Andrea, the news director at the network

A shopper from Susanville Supermarket IGA makes a contribution.
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Trust your
investment to the
experts in auto
body repair and service!
Diagnostic Checks • Spray-In Bedliners
Free Estimates • All Insurance Accepted
Only AAA Approved Shop in Lassen County
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

lassenautobodysusanville.com

530.257.2882

755 Alexander Ave., Susanville

M-F 8am-4pm

This American Flag ﬂew high above the
event on Main Street on a Susanville Fire
Department ladder truck.
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KSUE commercial manager Zeke White, left, and station
manager Bill Murray enjoy a cup of coﬀee while covering an
election in the 1960s. This rare and vintage RCA ribbon
microphone is still used for the Rotary Radio Auction.

This banner thanking ﬁreﬁghters was displayed along Main Street. Photo by Sam Williams

Featuring exhibits on lumber grades, forest stands, old photos
and implements, the mission is to teach principles of
lumbering, forestry and sustainability and there is
no admission fee.

The museum building, completed in 2007, was constructed to look like the
old sawmill building operated by Collins Pine Co. from 1943-2001. The open-beam structure
provides an appealing space where different species of wood from the area are featured. Inside are
information panels and interactive displays on lumbering, forestry, wood identification, principles of
sustainability and the history of Collins Pine. Visitors can view a film on forestry-related topics in the
museum’s small theater.
Outside the building is a short viewing path featuring trucks and equipment used by Collins Pine
during the 1940s -1960s. There is also a 400-year-old Sugar Pine cross section dating back to 1620.

had a little diﬀerent take.
“It’s very devastating,” she said. “I think
because these ﬁres were closer to home, there
are still some folks in the middle of
everything, dealing with recovery, who are
out of their homes and living somewhere
else. I think the impact is a little bit diﬀerent
in terms of ability to give this time.”
Talking about the Camp Fire rally, Rod
noted it was the ﬁrst of its kind and said, “ I
thought if we went out there and did $10,000
or $12,000 that would be a good afternoon,
and we made almost $70,000. We were
running up and down the road with boxes full
of cash we were bringing back to this oﬃce. It

SERVICE & REPAIR
AUTO • TRUCK
R.V. • BOATS
We Tow Them & Fix Them, Too!

180 NUGGET LANE
QUINCY, CA 95971

530.283.1162
“your friendly hooker”

OPEN MID-MAY TO MID-OCTOBER, WED-SAT, 9-5

on the Collins Pine Lawn off
Main St., Chester • 530.258.2111
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CHECK ENGINE LIGHT REPAIRS
REGULAR MAINTENANCE
AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
TIMING BELTS • OIL CHANGES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS
CONTRACT
STATION

Serving you for over 41 years.

QUINCY TOW S

ERVICE

& REPAIR

For all your towing needs

Senator Virgil O’Sullivan, left, senator Stanley Arnold and California
Governor Pat Brown visit the KSUE studio in August 1962.
Photos submitted

was unbelievable.”
Andrea said she works on the air during the
live event broadcast to make it more
meaningful for listeners.
“During the noon news I would break in
just when it was kicking oﬀ and just help
share what was going on, making folks
aware.” HCL

History of the network
KSUE began broadcasting in 1948
and Rod Chambers arrived in 1989
from a station in Napa, California.
“I had a chance for ownership, and
we put a group together,” Rod said.
“All my time in broadcasting — about
48 years now — has been overseeing
local broadcast operations. I have no
interest in being a jukebox. I would
get no satisfaction out of that if we
just sat here and played music all
day.”
He said it’s the commitment to
“local, local, local that makes the
network succeeed.
“And when I say local, I’m talking
14 communities in three counties.”

Rev. Todd DuBord

Former Chaplain for Chuck Norris

www.QuincyTow.com
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A bit about bears

Black bears can be
brown, golden,
occasionally
white, and can
range from
blue-black to
blue-gray.

Normally shy around humans, a mama bear is very protective of her cubs. File photo

A black bear is spotted near Chandler Road in Quincy. Feather Publishing ﬁle photo

By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com

Builders Supply

Supplying all your building
needs for over
50 years!

A Division of

Tires • Brakes • Alignment
Shocks • Wheels • Batteries

• Building Materials
• Doors
• Hardware
• Paint - Interior/Exterior
• Lumber
• Plumbing Supplies
- and much more!

TRAEGER DEALER

540 Main St.
Chester

530.258.2131

collinsco.com/Locations/BuildersSupply

8

High Country Life • November 2021

DOING THE RIGHT THING SINCE 1952.

— Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm, Sat 8 am-5 pm —

530.257.8883 • 2385 Main St., Susanville
530.283.1450 • 116 E Main St., Quincy
530.832.1533 • 73816 S Delleker, Portola
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t had become a pattern — waking up in
the middle of the night to rustling in my
backyard — but it was too dark to
identify my prowler. American Valley
Hardware provided the solution in the
form of a battery-operated motion detector
light that I angled toward the sound.
That night I heard the commotion, the
light went on and a large bear stood up. He
had been dining on tiny cherries that had
fallen from the tree. I didn’t want to yell out
and alarm the neighbors, so I let him ﬁnish
his snack. Problem was the heavy bear was
using my wooden fence to gain access and I
worried about the damage he was doing.
The next night I was prepared and
downloaded a dog barking app to my phone.
I had my pick of sounds from yipping
chihuahua to a pack of angry dogs. I chose
the latter and when the bear made his
appearance, I held my phone up to the
window. This time he reared up and went
right back over the fence, never to be seen
again. At least not at my house.
I was lucky, my visitor stayed outside. A
few years back my parents weren’t so

fortunate. Also during the middle of the
night, my mom heard a sound coming from
their kitchen and woke my dad. “Honey, I
hear something,” she said. Then he heard it
too and bolted out of bed. As he entered the
hallway so did a bear holding a loaf of bread
in its mouth. My dad shouted, the bear
looked at my dad, then turned and went into
another bedroom and out the window from
whence he had entered. The next morning,
my parents found an empty bread wrapper in
their side yard. My dad was lucky that he
didn’t stand between the bear and his exit
and that the bear didn’t cause too much
damage.
Ever since that encounter I have been wary
of leaving windows open on summer nights
that could be accessible. In my parents’ case,
the bear had climbed on a planter to access a
rather high bedroom window and pulled the
screen oﬀ. The next night there was an
assemblage of impediments and bells on the
planter to scare oﬀ the bear.
But bears continue to be an ongoing
problem. The Plumas County Sheriﬀ’s logs
regularly contain reports of bears trying to
access doors, prowling the neighborhoods,
dumping garbage, and sometimes attacking
pets and livestock. With all of the recent ﬁres,
bears will be even more prevalent this year so
it’s important to know how to coexist.

Need to change MediCare Drug plans?
MediCare Open Enrollment is Oct. 15th-Dec. 7th

New to MediCare? Call anytime...

Lori can help!
Specializing In:
Medicare Supplements • Prescription Drug Plans
Covered California • Life Insurance
Disability Insurance • Annuities
Lori Morrell Lomas, EA • CA. Lic. #0B06912

feather financial
Tax and Insurance Services

www.featherfinancial.com • featherfinancial@gmail.com

(530) 283-2341

20A Crescent St., Quincy • Fax: 283-2740
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A little bit about the bears
Our bears are black bears native to North
America. According to Lt. Kyle Kroll of
California Fish and Wildlife, black bears often
are not black. They can be brown, golden,
occasionally white, and can range from blueblack to blue-gray.
Kroll said that black bears are very smart
and adaptable. Their size and lumbering
appearance lead people to believe they’re slow
and clumsy, but according to some experts
they can run up to 40 mph.
Unlike some bears, black bears are not true
hibernators. Although they might sleep more
and become less active in the cold winter
months, they’re still apt to be around.
Are black bears dangerous?
Black bears aren’t typically dangerous to
humans. They tend to be shy and are seldom
aggressive toward humans, but mama bears
are very protective of their cubs. Bears will
stand on their back feet, bare their teeth and
growl in an eﬀort to scare oﬀ someone, but it
won’t attack in this position — that is done on
all fours.
But seeing a bear in this position doesn’t
always mean it’s on the alert. It could simply
mean that it’s standing to better sniﬀ the air
for scents of food or other animals.
The public is encouraged to use common

sense about black bears. Just because a bear is
on the porch or in the backyard doesn’t mean
it’s a threat.
All about the food
Bears have a very keen sense of smell (as
much as seven times greater than a dog) and
can tell a lot about what’s going on by smell,
especially when they’re looking for food —
which is almost continual. While much of the
black bear’s diet includes vegetation —
berries, roots and shoots and other things
that grow in and around the forest, it also
includes carrion in its diet, which is food left
by other animals and dead animals. But they
are also known to eat live animals such as
chicken and ducks. They eat grubs, insects
and love honey.
They also eat trash and that’s what draws
them into neighborhoods. Garbage strewn
along the streets is a common sight and
residents are encouraged repeatedly to keep
their cans secure and not to put them out for
pickup until morning. Once bears are in
neighborhoods that’s when more chance
encounters and property damage can occur —
thus the calls to the sheriﬀ and to Fish and
Wildlife.
Kroll said game wardens often use a
technique called hazing to convince bears to
relocate.

A haze is a little rubber pellet that makes a
loud bang when the hazing gun is ﬁred. Not
only does the noise scare the bear, the sharp
thump to its rump or haunches is intended to
give it a message that it’s not wanted in a
particular area.
Hazing reminds black bears to fear
humans, an instinct the bear has obviously
lost as it feeds at unnatural or human caused
food sources.
Wardens try to “nip it in the bud” through
education, Kroll said. Following are some tips
to keep you and your home safe:
Eliminate or mask garbage or food odors
• Put scented ammonia or Pinesol in the
garbage bag.
• Deodorize garbage cans.
• Separate wet garbage and keep in an
airtight container.
• Use garbage disposal.
• Freeze bones or other smelly items until
pickup day.
• Clean the barbecue and drip pan.
Eliminate the source
• Install a bear resistant container.
• Put garbage out the morning of pickup.
• Do not feed pets outside.
• Do not leave food in vehicles. (This
includes toothpaste, lotions, candy.)

A familiar sight throughout Plumas County. Feather Publishing ﬁle photo
• Clean food from baby seats.
• Leave no diapers in vehicles.
• Remove freezers and refrigerators stored
in open areas.
• Bring bird feeders in at night.

Warm
holiday wishes
from our family to yours.

Inspect your property
• Close windows at night on accessible
ground ﬂoors.
• Don’t leave food on counters where it’s
visible.
• Securely block access to hibernation sites
such as under a deck.
If you encounter a bear
The California Department of Fish and
Wildlife has a lot of tips for people living in or
visiting black bear country.
If in the home:
• Do not approach the bear.
• Remove yourself from danger.
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• When safe, call 911.
• Do not block any exits that the bear
might need to escape.
If in the yard:
• Slowly back away. Do not approach the
bear.
• Allow the bear plenty of room to pass or
withdraw.
• Once you are a safe distance away,
encourage the bear to leave by banging on
pots and pans or making other loud noises.
When to call Fish and Wildlife
It’s not uncommon to see bears in and
around communities located near bear
habitat. A bear sighting alone is not a cause
for concern.
If a bear causes damage to home or
property, then call. The number for the
Northern Region that includes Plumas and
Lassen counties is 225-2300 or call your local
Sheriﬀ’s Oﬃce. HCL

Quincy Hot Spot
2019 E. Main St., Quincy

530.283.2929
Tuesday-Saturday 10-4
High Country Life • November 2021
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The Question Looms: Do We Stay or Do We Go?

Spend $25, receive a Turkey Buck, collect them and your
holiday turkey could be FREE!
1. For each $25.00 dollars in purchases (excluding dairy, alcohol and tobacco, lottery and money
orders) you’ll receive one Turkey Buck. $25.00 - $49.99 = $1, $50.00 - $74.99 = $2, etc.
2. Turkey bucks are redeemable on a turkey of your choice, up to a free turkey. (No
cash back)
3. Gift certificates, charge accounts and bulk sales are not eligible for this program.

Don’t forget delicious desserts and
fresh side dishes in our
bakery and deli!

50 GRAND AVE., SUSANVILLE, CA

530.257.5136 • susanvillesupermarket.com
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The planter out front of Village Drug oﬀers some hope to residents who want to stay and rebuild. Photo by Meg Upton
By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com

I

t’s three months since the Dixie Fire took
Greenville and demolished most of the
town. So much has changed in a short
three months and clean up of the lots
burned down to slab are underway.
But many Greenville business owners,
residential home owners and former
residents all have the same question in mind:
Do we stay or do we go?
Feather Publishing posed this question to a
number of residents of Indian Valley. Here’s
what some residents who lost homes—and
some who didn’t lose their homes—had to
say.
“We’re here to stay,” said Mike Meuser of he
and his wife.
“We will be rebuilding. This is home. Dixie
[Fire] isn’t as strong as Greenville,” said Tami
Moreno, whose family has been in the area
for generations.

Christi Hazelton, who was about to open
Region Burger (at the site of Anna’s Café) had
just purchased the business and building that
spring and was renovating and getting the
business ready to open on August 1. Now her
venture is rubble. But she plans on staying.
The Hazeltons house is still standing and
they feel this is where they belong.
Jon and Nancy Francine who live oﬀ
Arlington Road are planning on leaving to the
Blue Ridge area of northern Georgia. As a
biologist and a retiree, Jon Francine said what
many retirees have been saying.
“I don’t want to spend my ﬁnal days looking
at dead forests. It will never come back in our
lifetime,” Francine said.
Francine’s sentiments were echoed by
many retirees living in the area. Certainly
many retirees have already left Indian Valley.
Some have gone to be nearer to their adult
children and grandchildren in places like
Chico and Reno. Others have moved as
faraway as Missouri, Washington state, and
Hawaii.

Gabrial Walsh put the issue in a national
perspective.
“I’m rebuilding… I lost my house in
Paradise from the Camp Fire … decided I
wanted to move to someplace beautiful, that
wasn’t destroyed. Now Greenville is hurt
pretty bad. I feel that everything west of the
Rockies is going to burn in the next few years,

so rather than hunt for a place and wait for
another ﬁre, I think I’ll focus on healing what
I can in the valley and the community,” said
Walsh.
Recent Greenville High School graduate
Nick Lal’s family lived in and around Hilltop
Drive area—an area hit hard by the Dixie Fire
with very little remaining. He says his

Cars • Trucks • SUVs
We sell tires for less!
200 E. Main St., Quincy

530.283.2211
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Same planter in front of
Village Drug at the 2019
Gold Diggers Day parade.
Photo by Meg Upton

The current state of that same corner of downtown Greenville in September 2021.
Photo by Meg Upton

extended family, who all lost homes in the ﬁre
will rebuild, but he thinks they’ll all be gone
for a few years. He’d been planning to work
full-time for Riley’s Beef Jerky after high
school. His younger siblings are staying with
relatives to go to Greenville Elementary
School in Taylorsville this year. He’s not sure
what he’ll be doing now.

from Paradise who moved to Greenville after
the Camp Fire in 2018.
The Carters on Cheney Street are
continuing to build their home (they’ve been
living in their RV) but have changed the
position of the house so that the windows
look out on the few trees that did not burn,
instead of their neighbor’s property which is

Speaking of Riley’s, Casey Riley purchased
property to build back better –so that’s one
business that is committed to stay. Many of
the former business owners in Greenville
were close to or beyond typical retirement
ages (between 65 and 75) and aren’t looking
to start over now.
Perhaps the most resilient are newcomers

$
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$

00
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PRICE REDUCTION!
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Westwood
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4217 Highway 147
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$
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Lake Almanor
Real Estate
289 Clifford Drive • Lake Almanor

530-259-5687
DRE #01857475
A member of the BHHS Affiliates, LLC
BHHSLakeAlmanor.com
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131 Kokanee Trail
Lake Almanor West

heavily burned to match sticks.
“I lost everything in the Camp Fire. But this
cute little home that I just bought here in
Greenville is still here and I’m staying in it,”
said Wendy Gaye.
“I’m rebuilding if my insurance covers the
whole process,” said Terry Villines-Hansen.
That will be the situation for many residents
of Greenville—the cost of rebuild in an
impoverished area can be too much for many
people to handle.
“We are on the fence,” said Megan Watson.
Many former residents do remain in this wait
and see pattern. Much real estate is changing
hands right now as residents who had
insurance are able to ﬁle claims and receive
compensation checks. Many of them have
truly started over by paying oﬀ old debts and
then buying a new house that remains with a
new mortgage.
But it’s tough to predict the future with so
many towns in the western United States
facing unrelenting climate change and
wildﬁre and drought all at the same time. It’s
hard to know what’s going to be best for
anyone, and it’s best to know ourselves, how
old we are, and what we want to do with the
next chapter of our lives. Do we want to
struggle and rebuild? Do we want to throw in
the towel and move far away some place green
that never is on ﬁre — which is the ﬁrst thing
my mother said after landing in Missouri.
“Everything is green; nothing is on ﬁre,” she
said. It’s hard to discount the trauma of
statements like that.
Everyone we talk to agrees that a new
Greenville won’t look much like the old
Greenville — and that is a loss in and of itself.
No more quaint old time buildings with
barely (if any) insulation or foundation. No
more quaint Engel’s mine cabins. But as we
mourn what is lost, some of us have a handle
on a future.
Or maybe our decisions of whether to stay

or go falls more in line with what Barbara
Tanner said.
“We are staying. Our house is still here, we
lost our business building in town, but we’d
sold the business and just retired. Not sure
what we are going to do with the property.
We took a quick trip to see the granddaughter
in San Francisco and coming home we knew
that Greenville is home. It’s where our hearts
are,” said Barbara Tanner.
“The life force that created it is still here. So
things change, sometimes dramatically and in
ways I don’t like … but better to embrace
change than resist it,” said Walsh.
Clearly as well as ﬁnancial decisions, the
decision to stay is also a huge emotional one.
“I didn’t lose my home but there was so
much trauma that at one moment I wanted to
move … I’m staying. This is the community I
love,” said Maria Johnson, the ﬁrst and second
grade teacher at Greenville Elementary
School.
Some residents who thought they’d leave
are coming back after all. Alicia Renae
Williams perhaps said it best:
“I had to evacuate to Lincoln and my best
friend has been an absolute savior and I’m so
grateful. I was going to stay in the city [for]
more opportunities. I’ve been going through
mass amounts of trauma the last few years
and thought maybe this would be the fresh
start I needed. But I quickly discovered that
my friends and customers were there for me
and helping me more than the disaster relief
people. I knew Greenville was home. So I’m
back and I’m happier than I’ve been in so very
long. Coming back to Greenville in its state
gave me more sense of home than ever. I feel
sad and angry and I’ve always been so proud
of the beauty our valley holds. Although in
my life time it will be a lot of construction
and rebuilding, future generations will be
able to enjoy at least the beauty I did as a
child.” HCL
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A Diﬀerent Kind of Thanksgiving

Local Blue Star Moms aid and honor those in our military branches

ur children have made the
admirable decision to dedicate
their lives or the next four to
eight years fighting for the
freedoms of all Americans. The
array of emotions can be a roller
coaster depending on our
current government’s world
peace engagement — providing emergency
humanitarian relief during and after armed
confrontation and disaster to ours and
other nations.
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Although there are many unknowns, the
opportunities and benefits can be awesome.
Moms gather to share their concern, stress,
pride and joy through events, fundraisers
and celebrations.
Feather River Blue Star Moms CA 1, began
our bonding journey under the inspiration
and drive of Westwood Army Mom Ann
Cordero, with the help of her husband Tony,
in 2010 to honor Plumas County and
Westwood families of children
who serve. Their efforts
organized our chapter
officially on February 4th, 2011
under the Blue Star Mothers
of America, Inc., founded in
1942.
We are mothers,
stepmothers, mother-inlaws, grandmothers, foster
mothers and female legal
guardians who have
children serving in the
military, guard or reserves, or children
who are veterans. Our associate
members include dads, brothers, sisters,
aunts, uncles, cousins, grandfathers and
friends.
We visually celebrate and honor our
servicemen, women and their families on
July 4th with parade floats. You will find us
boasting with pride at the 100 Century Bike
Ride Rest Stop at Canyon Dam Picnic Area.
The Home Town Hero Banner Program
offers admiration and joy to our local
families. We provide Holiday
Care

Packages two to three times a year, which
include cards, candy, cookies and essentials.
Our Veterans Day Dinner, Veterans in
Need program, Plumas County Stand Down,
and Memorial and Patriots Day Ceremonies
honor and celebrate our Veterans’ service.
We could not complete many of our
activities without the help of our local
businesses and service organizations that
include the Rotary Club of Chester, The
American Legion Harry Doble
Post No. 664, Chester Boy
Scouts of America, Calvary
Chapel of Westwood, Chester
Fire Department, Feather
River Buckskinners, Frontier
Communications, Pacific Gas
and Electric, McNeill Storage,
Chester Elementary and High
Schools, and Plumas Bank.
A Blue Star Flag placed
in each active duty military
family’s home indicates the
number of enlisted children by its number
of stars. A blue star turned to gold indicates
a fallen serviceman or woman, and a white
star indicates an enlisted or veteran life lost
to suicide. We focus on our mission every
single day. We not only provide support for
active duty service personnel, promote
patriotism, assist Veterans organizations,
but are also available to assist in homeland
volunteer efforts to help our country remain
strong.
Our annual membership has been as
large as 25 to as little as three. Please
consider joining our team to Honor
Those Who Serve at
featherriverbluestarmoms.org and/or
drop your care package donations off at
Plumas Bank.
— Gina Pixler, FRBSM President and
Navy AC2 Michael Pixler’s Mom

‘The point of
Thanksgiving was to
feed people,
not just food, but
community.’

Honoring
those who
serve

This page sponsored by:

HERE.
For
Good.

plumasbank.com

Kelyn Roberts in his kitchen
and chef’s hat in Santa
Monica. Photo by Mary Leipziger

By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com

T

hanksgiving was never my holiday until
the ﬁrst Thanksgiving I spent at the
table of my former father-in-law’s house
in Santa Monica. Before 2002,
Thanksgiving was just starchy comfort
food—some of which I liked, some of which I
didn’t—and because I often lived with my
New Yorker grandmother, a TV viewing of the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade. I had two

traditions when I lived with my grandmother:
eating half a pumpkin pie with her and a
carafe of her percolated coﬀee for breakfast on
Thanksgiving morning (we never told any
relatives coming to dinner that we reserved
one whole pie for ourselves and had already
eaten it by the time they arrived at 4 p.m.) and
arranging with my friends to go to the
Cinerama Dome in Hollywood Thanksgiving
evening to see some giant action movie with
tons of explosions and special eﬀects.
I felt uneasy about the commercial aspects
of Thanksgiving and the myth of pilgrims and
Native Americans friendship which we later
learned was, well, a tall tale. Like many a Gen-

Xer, I just didn’t buy it as meaningful
anymore.
Then I met Kelyn Roberts: kindest fatherin-law ever and Thanksgiving purveyor
extraordinaire.
Kelyn lived in one of the oldest houses in
the Ocean Park neighborhood of Santa
Monica—a neighborhood ﬁlled with old
beach apartments with names like the Debby
Den, Tropicana and the Lord Carlton. Back in
the 1960s when he and his then wife bought
the place friends told them they were crazy to
do so. It was on the then “wrong side of town,”
full of broken glass and worn-out buildings
and artists and hippies and students. How
High Country Life • November 2021
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Crescent Mills resident Julian Wells carves the turkey while father Kelyn Roberts assesses
his progress. Photo by Meg Upton

could they even think about raising kids
there?
But they stuck it out and things got better
and then Santa Monica in the late 1980s went
from being a sleepy seaside town to an
expensive destination. Landlords seeking to
make a proﬁt raised rents and turned the old
run-down beach apartments into swanky
condos. On the lot next door to my father-inlaw’s house, which was the same size as his
lot, six little condos went up.
As neighbors of middle income were forced
out, they brought their plants in terracotta
pots to reside on the front steps of Kelyn’s
house. It’s hard to take plants with you, but
the seaside succulents grow so well there. The
number of plants on the front steps grew and
grew. Many of the plants’ former owners only
came back at Thanksgiving time.
Kelyn was a lover of community. He was
quirky and responded to other people’s
quirkiness. He was forever inviting people he
knew well and people he just met that
morning to Thanksgiving dinner. As former
head of the PTA when his kids were young, he
welcomed returning twentysomethings
visiting their own parents in the
neighborhood on their trips back from college
and ﬁrst jobs. If you were in Kelyn’s house it
was okay to sit at the dining room table for
hours on end just talking and snacking on
whatever he just experimented making. He
loved to cook.
When I ﬁrst met him in 2002,
Thanksgivings meant putting enough tables
together to seat thirty people, covering them
with old linen table cloths in his family for
generations. We mostly did Thanksgiving
potluck style with everyone bringing some
sort of dish that they liked, even if not
everyone liked it. Heads scoﬀed at the Coca
Cola Jello mold or the Ambrosia salad with
colored marshmallows brought over by his
daughter-in-law’s mother Joan Martin and his
neighbor Jose Luis Rivera (who also calmed
ﬁdgety babies down like no one else). It’s
where I ﬁrst got used to hummus and fresh
pita bread and olives as a Thanksgiving

— YOUR CUSTOM FRAMING EXPERT —
...providing quality and great design to suit your style.

We can custom frame for that
special wedding or any
celebration...
come see us!
168 Main St., Chester
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One of the oldest houses in Santa Monica (1903) was the home of
decades of Thanksgiving dinners for the neighborhood.
Photos by Meg Upton

appetizer brought over by two UCLA
professors easing toward retirement. It’s
where I perfected my sour cream and garlic
mash potatoes and my curried ginger sweet
potato pancakes.
The traditional Thanksgiving turkey was an
issue unto itself. Kelyn didn’t like turkey — or
rather, had developed somewhat of an
antagonistic relationship with turkey. He was
always up for trying curious things with the
turkey and the stuﬃng. He would read up on
something to try and then look through the
cupboard to ﬁnd ingredients that would be
the closest substitute without going to a store.
I used to give him one-of-a-kind jars of
preserves or sauces I found at the Fall Festival
in Taylorsville. I found a smoked Basque sauce
once and brought it to him, not realizing he’d
use it on the turkey. No one ate the turkey that
year. Someone actually gave him a recipe with
oysters in the stuﬃng. No one ate that either.
He could never resist experimenting. One year
he decreed that he would cook the turkey as if
it were the ﬁrst Thanksgiving and would put it
outside on the bbq grill and do it that way. It
didn’t cook all the way through. My husband
at the time would sneak it into the oven when
Kelyn was napping or cut it up to reheat and
actually cook it in the oven. It didn’t really
matter—none of us ate more than a bite of
turkey. We ate all the veggie and salad side
dishes and all the heavy starches instead.
Each year there were the same people at the
table, but each year as the neighborhood got
fancier and more neighbors left, it also
became a neighborhood reunion for former
neighbors returning for the day. Every once in
awhile Kelyn just invited some guy he met
down the street when he was out getting the

As the neighborhood gentriﬁed, residents who couldn’t aﬀord it
anymore left their plants on the front porch as a symbol of all
who used to be there.

paper and some coﬀee who looked like he
needed a meal. The point of Thanksgiving was
to feed people, not just food, but community.
I appreciate that we never fully knew who
was coming to dinner, and that the elders
among us asked us questions like ‘what are
you into lately?’ and ‘what are you creating or
working on?’ No one asked questions about
what do you do for a living. No one was
religious. I think we may have all been on the
same side politically but there was never any
talk like that. It was always about what you
were reading or doing or making. I liked that:
an artist’s approach to gathering. The elders
also wanted to know what you were doing to
make the world a better place.
As we all grew older, went through our own
divorces, our children grew older and wanted
to go to the beach two blocks away or the
movies on Thanksgiving mornings, we
adjusted to the changes. Kelyn came down
with throat cancer, which added to his already
existing heart problems and restless leg
syndrome. More people moved away, but we
always found ways to add more people. Even if
you divorced someone in the family, the family
still had you for dinner, and I always
appreciate that.
My own grandmother had gone to live with
my aunt but didn’t much like to do
Thanksgivings with my aunt’s husband’s
family, so she started coming with me to Santa
Monica instead.
At 92, she didn’t venture out much anymore
and she didn’t hear very well. On
Thanksgiving morning, I’d drive the hour out
to Whittier, get my grandmother in the car
and head back to Santa Monica, take her to
the part of the beach where you could roll a

wheelchair on a concrete path so she could
look at the waves, then back in the car and up
the hill to Kelyn’s house, where the uneven
stairs and lack of banisters made getting her
in the house take three people at least to help,
but eventually we’d get inside as people were
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• Covid-18
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We decorate with fresh fruit and leaves in southern California.

Someone will spring Kelyn from assisted
living for the day.
We have no idea who is making the turkey
or if we will even have one since Kelyn is no
longer able to cook experimental or otherwise,

A sample of our table guests at Thanksgiving. Photos by Meg Upton

but we will have the side dishes, and we will
ﬁnd out what each other is working on and
into and reading. We will ﬁnd out what all the
young people are up to. We will talk about
what we can do to make the world a better

place. We will toast those who are no longer
with us — including the old neighborhood
itself — and be thankful for all the years we
had of his magic, as we set out to recreate his
legacy with magic of our own. HCL

Always a festive table with old family linens and ﬂowers. Photo by Meg Upton
arriving and everyone would be kind to
“Margaret’s grandmother” and greet her and
ﬁll her white wine glass. Four hours later, I’d
get her back in the car and schlep back out to
Whittier and then back again to Santa Monica
to sleep. The drives ate up four hours of the
day. My grandmother and I still gorged
ourselves, with half a pumpkin pie, not turkey.
It was fun to incorporate her into my fatherin-law’s household and she loved being there
and, as she said, “listen to people talk about
real things,” (when she could hear them).
Then in 2019, my grandmother died, and in
2020 we couldn’t meet because of COVID.
Right after our family got vaccinated in the

spring of 2021, we visited Kelyn and helped
him move. His health had deteriorated and he
needed a much smaller and easier space to live
than the dilapidated 1903 farmhouse. All of us
Thanksgiving dinner guests and family still
around spent April and May of this year
cleaning out the house he’d lived in for nearly
50 years, and getting it ready for sale.
Every room of the house was wall-to-wall
artwork and books. I helped get the bulk of
his poetry books donated to a place called
Beyond Baroque, which is a poetry center in
Venice, California. They were stunned at the
1000+ book donation.
My kids and I took some of the

Your car
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Thanksgiving crockery before it left for thrift
store donations. My kids and I took the half
dying succulents and cactus to my backyard in
southern California where they are thriving.
Kelyn moved into assisted living in Culver
City where he no longer cooks but gets three
nutritious meals a day. We bring him treats
when we’re in town.
It’s hard to plan a meal around a gathering
spot that isn’t available to gather at anymore.
We are all feeling the loss of our tradition.
We’ve thought about what to do this
Thanksgiving. Last year during COVID, I
masked up and brought him a Shepard’s Pie as
the cancer had left him with the ability to eat
only mushy things as he had lost most of his
teeth.
I called up his ex-girlfriend Mary Leipziger
who always acted as a bit of a co-host.
“Well, I said, shall we move the party?”
This year will be at Mary’s house in West
Los Angeles in her backyard. Mary is in her
80s and we thought a backyard party might be
safest. Some people have passed on — like
Jose Luis, so there will not be an Ambrosia
salad, but hopefully Joan will still make the
Coca Cola Jello mold we all detest. I will bring
the sour cream garlic mash potatoes and the
curried sweet potato pancakes. My new
husband — still new to this crazy artistic life
— is making pumpkin pies from scratch.
High Country Life • November 2021
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Susanville’s

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

Morning Glory Dairy celebrates its 100th anniversary

Morning Glory Dairy — a Susanville business celebrates 100 years. Photos by Sam Williams

A
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h, there aren’t many businesses out
here in the west that can celebrate a
century in business — but
Susanville’s Morning Glory Dairy did
just that Friday, Sept. 24.
The local dairy, located at 475-020
Richmond Road, invited the public in Lassen
and Plumas counties to join the 100-year
anniversary between 4 and 7 p.m. at the dairy.
According to a statement advertising the
event, “The Morning Glory family would like
to show our appreciation to all of Lassen and
Plumas county for your business! We will be
celebrating our 100-year anniversary and want
to invite you all to come and celebrate with
us. We will be providing food, drink, a nohost bar, bounce houses and family fun. Our
community is our family, so join us for some
good family fun.”
Several hundred locals attended the event
and enjoyed a free barbecued tri-tip sandwich
with all the ﬁxings, a free beverage and
bounce houses and other entertainment for
the children.
According to local historian Tim Purdy, the
original Lassen Dairy operated near
Susanville Ranch Park. Fruit Growers brought
in Frank O’Kelly to run the operation, and he
soon leased the dairy that would become
Morning Glory Dairy. The O’Kelly family
operated Morning Glory Dairy for many years
before selling it. HCL

Local residents line up for a free barbecued tri-tip sandwich with all
the ﬁxings Friday, Sept. 24 to celebrate Morning Glory Dairy’s 100th
anniversary.

There’s not much that can raise a little one’s spirit higher than a
bounce house and permission to enjoy it.

Local residents enjoy the food at the Morning Glory Dairy
celebration.
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EPHC is taking some of the pain out of IVs and injections

The Clarius Handheld Ultrasound for ultrasound guided IVs,
helps medical staﬀ visualize veins for quicker access.
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The Braun VeinViewer is a near-infrared vein visualization product designed to provide
clinicians with an accurate image of a patient’s veins. Photos by Eastern Plumas Health Care

By Lauren Westmoreland
lwestmoreland@plumasnews.com

E

astern Plumas Health Care (EPHC) is
excited to share with the community
that they have purchased tools to get
even the toughest blood draws and IV
access quicker and with less pain.

We feature hundreds of quilt kits, books, patterns, notions and
fabrics galore.
Shop online for kits
and more.
Stop by the store
and say hello!
WINTER HOURS:
Tues-Sat 10 AM- 5 PM, Nov. thru March

www.quiltkitstore.com

www.countrypinesquiltshop.com
704-395 Richmond Rd. East, Susanville • 530.257.4071
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Buzzy Devices decrease pain with injections, IVs and painful
procedures

Easier vein-ﬁnding
The Braun VeinViewer is a near-infrared vein
visualization product designed to provide
clinicians with an accurate image of patient
veins. VeinViewer helps improve ﬁrst stick
success and reduces the time needed to start
an IV.
Another tool, the Clarius Handheld
Ultrasound for ultrasound guided IVs, helps
medical staﬀ visualize superﬁcial as well as
deep veins for quicker access with fewer
sticks.
Buzzy devices
Buzzy Devices decrease pain with
injections, IVs and painful procedures. Buzzy
uses motion and ice to harness two
physiologic pain pathways: one mechanical
frequency blocks pain, one competes with
pain for the brain’s attention. “This is perfect
for children and for adults, too!” said
Emergency Room Manager Donna Dorsey.
“These devices are now in all of our clinics,
our lab, our inpatient unit and the ER.” HCL
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Gabriel Turner poses with his most recent
piece of woodworking: A ﬂag honoring the
13 service members who lost their lives in
Afghanistan this summer.

Local student honors fallen service members and their families

His favorite ﬁshing spot is usually at
Antelope Lake oﬀ Guinea Point where he
catches small mouth bass, rainbow trout and a
brooke trout if he’s lucky.
“Mainly I just ﬁsh for whatever I can catch in
the water,” he laughed.
While the project to build the Flag started as
a single piece, the idea has ﬂourished into a
goal to let the families of the 13 fallen service
members know they are supported from afar,
especially from Lassen County.
“I’m glad with how far it’s going.”
If anyone would like to donate supplies or
funds for the project, Gabriel can be reached at
(530) 310-6689. HCL

Each stripe on the ﬂag is dedicated to one of the service members who lost their lives. Photos by Makenzie Freedman
By Makenzie Freedman
Special to High Country Life

T

he wood was already available to Gabriel
Turner when the revelation struck.
Touched and outraged by the loss of
the 13 service members in Afghanistan
when a bomb was set oﬀ at the Kabul
airport this summer, he felt called to honor the
lives of the servicemen and women.
The 13 men and women include Marine
Corps Lance Cpl. David L. Espinoza, Marine
Corps Sgt. Nicole L. Gee, Marine Corps Staﬀ
Sgt. Darin T. Hoover, Army Staﬀ Sgt. Ryan C.
Knauss, Marine Corps Cpl. Hunter Lopez,
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Rylee J. McCollum,
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Dylan R. Merola,
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Kareem M. Nikoui,
Marine Corps Sgt. Johanny Rosario Pichardo,
Marine Corps Cpl. Humberto A. Sanchez,
Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Jared M. Schmitz,
Navy Hospital Corpsman Maxton W. Soviak,

and Marine Corps Cpl. Daegan W. Page.
Gabriel pulled the cedar pallets out and got
to work.
Inspired by examples of his father’s
woodwork, he started with a design of the
original Colonial American Flag — 13 stars and
stripes. 13 stars to remember the lives, and 13
lines on which to write their names and
remember the sacriﬁces.
“I was thinking that was kind of perfect. You
can have a star for each fallen soldier, then
there are 13 stripes, so you can have a star and a
stripe for each,” Gabriel shared.
Gabriel measured out the ﬂag and used the
table saw to cleanly cut the pieces. He then
sanded the wood, stained it and glued the
pieces together. A polyurethane ﬁnish
completed the ﬂag.
Each fallen marine’s name was
memorialized.
The whole process for the ﬁrst ﬂag took
about 8 hours of work.
The loss of the service members and the

A little bit of Christmas.
A whole lot of changes.
Time to clear out and make room for a new chapter.
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project is personal to Gabriel. His uncle, Joseph
Turner, was deployed in Afghanistan and
returned with a Purple Heart.
However, what started as a project to honor
those who died serving their country has since
turned into a goal.
Gabriel shared his work on social media, and
quickly the idea of making a ﬂag for the
families of each fallen member came to
fruition.
To help make that goal a reality, Gabriel is set
to gather all the needed material to ﬁnish the
projects, and he also is going about learning
how he would be able to ship the ﬂags to each
family.
“Hopefully I can ﬁnd more cedar pallets, or
get more a mixture of cedar and pine for the
red and white stripes,” Gabriel said.
He has some of the supplies already, like the
glue — but the wood and polyurethane are
needed items.
Gabriel, the son of Ben Turner and Pamela
Hollingsworth, is a 2020 Lassen High School
Graduate. In the years since, he has worked
toward his degree at the Lassen Community
College welding program — he’s always had an
aﬃnity for trades work.
He grew up surrounded by his father’s
talents with wood working.
When not using his hands working with
wood or metal, Gabriel can be found relaxing,
reading and researching new projects. One of
his high school projects was an American Flag
bench out of rectangular tubing and wood
inlayed for the stripes. The local teen can also
be found taking advantage of local amenities
like camping and ﬁshing.
“I’ll go ﬁshing any chance I can get,” he said.

Howard Construction is a locally owned
and operated full service construction
company. Owner Kyle Howard has been
in the construction field since 1978,
building custom homes and other
structures in the Lake Almanor
Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks
customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection.
We take pride in professionalism,
quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

New Homes
Remodels
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Carports • Garages
Roofing • Plumbing
Electrical • Painting
Concrete Work
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Renovations
and Repair
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Documentation
Removal

kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com
530.258.3541, Office • 530.258.1601, Cell • Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727
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The ﬁrst Thanksgiving —
in a Pilgrim’s own words
The Pilgrims and the Native People gather to share a meal at the ﬁrst Thanksgiving in 1623. Painting by Jean Louis Gerome Ferris, 1932
By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

M

ost Americans probably don’t
recognize a revealing truth about a
great many of our original
Founding Fathers — many of them
were highly educated or were

members of the clergy. And a large number of
them also were proliﬁc writers who wrote
contemporary accounts of the events of the
day.
One great example is William Bradford’s
“Of Plymouth Plantation,” an in depth and
informative chronicle of the English Pilgrims’
plight — their rebellion against religious
persecution by King James, their stormtossed crossing of the Atlantic Ocean and

their struggle to survive in the untamed
wilderness of the New World.
Their ship, the Mayﬂower, landed at Cape
Cod on Nov. 21, 1620 and before they even set
foot on land, Bradford, who was elected the
colony’s governor for more than 30 years,
helped craft the ill-fated Mayﬂower Compact
and was one the ﬁrst to sign the it.
Finding themselves far north of Virginia,
their intended destination, the 102 passengers
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(50 men, 19 women and 33 young
adults and children, but only 41
Pilgrims) feared the colony’s contract
was void so they sought to create
order.
According to history.com, the key
provisions included:
• The colonists would remain loyal
subjects to King James, despite their
need for self-governance;
• The colonists would create and
enact “laws, ordinances, acts,
constitutions and oﬃces…” for the
good of the colony, and abide by those
laws;
• The colonists would create one
society and work together to further it;
and,
• The colonists would live in
accordance with the Christian faith.
We also should remember the
Native Americans had encountered
and fought with Europeans for nearly
a century by the time the Mayﬂower
landed.
Their ﬁrst harsh New England
winter — starvation and illness —
claimed nearly half of the colonists,
but they survived thanks to help from
the Native Americans. They reaped a
small but adequate harvest their
Here’s an image of the handwritten manuscript of
second year in 1621.
Bradford’s “Of Plimoth Plantation.” The
According to study.com, the ﬁrst
manuscript presumably was taken by British
Thanksgiving was the Pilgrims threesoldiers during the Revolutionary War before
day feast in November 1621 to celebrate
being rediscovered in England in 1855. The
their harvest and thank the Native
Commonwealth of Massachusetts published a
Americans for their help.
facsimile edition of Bradford’s “Of Plimoth
About 90 Native Americans joined
Plantation” in 1897.
the festivities — really a harvest
Photo by Commonwealth of Massachusetts
festival in the English tradition —
dining on venison, goose, duck,
turkey, ﬁsh and cornbread.
to their friends in England, which were not
“They began now to gather in the small
feigned but true reports.”
harvest they had, and to ﬁt up their houses
Edward Winslow, another Pilgrim writer
and dwellings against winter, being all well
and former governor wrote, “ … our harvest
recovered in health and strength and had all
being gotten in, our governor sent four men
things in good plenty,” Bradford wrote. “For as
some were thus employed in aﬀairs abroad,
others were exercised in ﬁshing, about cod
and bass and other ﬁsh, of which they took
good store, of which every family had their
portion.
“All the summer there was no want; and
now began to come in store of fowl, as winter
WELL DRILLING
Hard Rock Air Rotary Drilling • Free Site Review
approached, of which this place did abound
Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated
when they came ﬁrst (but afterward
PUMPS
decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl
Solar • New Systems • Repairs • Emergency Service
there was great store of wild turkeys, of which
530.283.4844 • 189 Danny Ct., Quincy
they took many, besides venison, etc. Besides,
CA Lic. #1025320 — Serving You Since 1991 —
they had about a peck of meal a week to a
person, or now since harvest, Indian corn to
that proportion. Which made many
afterwards write so largely of their plenty here

on fowling, that so we might after a
special manner rejoice together, after
we had gathered the fruits of our
labors; they four in one day killed as
much fowl, as with a little help
beside, served the company almost a
week, at which time amongst other
recreations, we exercised our arms,
many of the Indians coming amongst
us, and amongst the rest their
greatest king Massasoit, with some 90
men, whom for three days we
entertained and feasted, and they
went out and killed ﬁve deer, which
they brought to the plantation and
bestowed on our governor, and upon
the captain and others. And although
it be not always so plentiful, as it was
at this time with us, yet by the
goodness of God, we are so far from
want, that we often wish you
partakers of our plenty.”
Our modern American
Thanksgiving celebration may look a
little diﬀerent than that ﬁrst
Thanksgiving celebrated by the
Pilgrims and the Native Americans,
but it’s a tradition and a holiday we’ve
ﬁrmly embraced and made our own
over the decades.
Happy Thanksgiving, everybody. HCL
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Governor Bradford of
Massachusetts made
this ﬁrst Thanksgiving
Proclamation in 1623
William Bradford, governor of
Massachusetts, immortalized in this
statute near Plymouth Rock, issued a
Thanksgiving Proclamation in November
1623 so the Pilgrims might thank God for
all his blessings. Photo by history.com
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Priority Registration for Spring 2022
Open Registration begins online
All Students for Spring 2022
Open Registration begins in
Admissions for Spring 2022
Spring 2022 Classes Begin

To check out the online and in-person classes
or careers that may change your life, go to
www.lassencollege.edu
or contact Admissions at
530.251.8808 or Counseling
at 530.251.8842.

nasmuch as the great Father has given us
this year an abundant harvest of Indian
corn, wheat, peas, beans, squashes and
garden vegetables and has made the
forests to abound with game and the sea
with ﬁsh and clams, and inasmuch as He has
protected us from the ravages of the savages,
has spared us from pestilence and disease,
has granted us freedom to worship God
according to the dictates of our own
conscience.
Now I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all
ye Pilgrims, with your wives and ye little ones,
do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill,
between the hours of 9 and 12 in the daytime,
on Thursday, November 29th, of the year of
our Lord one thousand six hundred and
twenty-three and the third year since ye
Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to
listen to ye pastor and render thanksgiving to
ye Almighty God for all His blessings.
William Bradford
Ye Governor of Ye Colony

First Presidential Proclamation for Thanksgiving, 1789

W

hereas it is the duty of all nations
to acknowledge the providence of
almighty God, to obey His will, to
be grateful for His beneﬁts, and
humbly to implore His protection
and favor and whereas both Houses of
Congress have by their joint committee
requested me “to recommend to the people of
the United States a day of public thanksgiving
and prayer to be observed by acknowledging
with grateful hearts the many signal favors of
Almighty God, especially by aﬀording them an
opportunity peaceably to establish a form of
government for their safety and happiness.
Now therefore I do recommend and assign
Thursday, the 26th day of November next to be
devoted by the people of these states to the
service of that great and glorious being, who is
the beneﬁcent author of all the good that was,
that is, or that will be — That we may then all
unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and
humble thanks — for His kind care and
protection of the people of this country
previous to their becoming a nation — for the
signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable
interpositions of His providence, which we

experienced in the course and conclusion of
the late war — for the great degree of
tranquility, union and plenty, which we have
since enjoyed — for the peaceable and rational
manner in which we have been enabled to
establish constitutions of government for our
safety and happiness, and particularly the
national one now lately instituted, for the civil
and religious liberty with which we are blessed
and the means we have of acquiring and
diﬀusing useful knowledge; and in general for
all the great and various favors which He hath
been pleased to confer upon us.
And also that we may then unite in most
humbly oﬀering our prayers and supplications
to the great Lord and ruler of nations and
beseech Him to pardon our national and other
transgressions — to enable us all, whether in
public or private stations, to perform our
several and relative duties properly and
punctually — to render our national
government a blessing to all the people, by
constantly being a government of wise, just
and constitutional laws, discreetly and
faithfully executed and obeyed — to protect
and guide all sovereigns and nations

A portrait of our ﬁrst president,
GeorgeWashington. He issued a
Thanksgiving proclamation in 1789.

(especially such as have shown kindness unto
us) and to bless them with good government,
peace, and concord — To promote the
knowledge and practice of true religion and
virtue, and the increase of science among
them and us — and generally to grant unto all
mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity
as He alone knows to be best.
Given under my hand at the city of New
York the third day of October in the year of
our Lord 1789.
George Washington
President of the United States

INDIAN VALLEY, CA • SINCE 2001
Fully Insured & Bonded
Hazmat Certified

• Residential
• Rural
• Commercial

CSLB #1017018
Tax ID #27-2428261

www.LakeAlmanorBrokers.com

775.771.5493 Megan Neer • 530.394.1036 Aaron Neer
spurstrucking@frontiernet.net
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452 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor
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119 Main St., Chester
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Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation, Oct. 3, 1863

T

he year that is drawing towards its
close, has been ﬁlled with the
blessings of fruitful ﬁelds and
healthful skies. To these bounties,
which are so constantly enjoyed that
we are prone to forget the source from which
they come, others have been added, which are
of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot
fail to penetrate and soften even the heart
which is habitually insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil war of unequalled
magnitude and severity, which has sometimes
seemed to foreign states to invite and to
provoke their aggression, peace has been
preserved with all nations, order has been
maintained, the laws have been respected and
obeyed, and harmony has prevailed
everywhere except in the theatre of military
conﬂict; while that theatre has been greatly
contracted by the advancing armies and
navies of the union. Needful diversions of
wealth and of strength from the ﬁelds of
peaceful industry to the national defense,
have not arrested the plough, the shuttle or

the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of
our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron
and coal as of the precious metals, have
yielded even more abundantly than
heretofore.
Population has steadily increased,
notwithstanding the waste that has been
made in the camp, the siege and the
battleﬁeld; and the country, rejoicing in the
consciousness of augmented strength and
vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of
years with large increase of freedom. No
human counsel hath devised nor hath any
mortal hand worked out these great things.
They are the gracious gifts of the Most High
God, who, while dealing with us in anger for
our sins, hath nevertheless remembered
mercy. It has seemed to me ﬁt and proper that
they should be solemnly, reverently and
gratefully acknowledged as with one heart
and one voice by the whole American People.
I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in
every part of the United States, and also those
who are at sea and those who are sojourning
in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the
last Thursday of November next, as a day of
Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneﬁcent

Father who
dwelleth in the
Heavens. And I
recommend to
them that while
oﬀering up the
ascriptions justly
due to Him for
such singular
deliverances and
blessings, they do also, with humble
penitence for our national perverseness and
disobedience, commend to His tender care all
those who have become widows, orphans,
mourners or suﬀerers in the lamentable civil
strife in which we are unavoidably engaged,
and fervently implore the interposition of the
Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the
nation and to restore it as soon as may be
consistent with the Divine purposes to the
full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity
and union.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the Seal of the United
States to be aﬃxed.
Abraham Lincoln
President of the United States

VFW brings Veterans Day Parade back to Susanville

Veterans, families and residents thank those who served the country during the Veterans Day Program Monday, Nov. 11, 2019.
Photo by Makenzie Freedman

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

L

ast year’s Veteran’s Day Parade — like
many events in Lassen County and
across the nation — fell victim to the
COVID-19 pandemic. While the VFW
William Davidson Post 2381 did
provide a free to-go hamburger lunch to the
community last Veteran’s Day, there was no
parade.
“We’re going to do a Veteran’s Day Parade,”
said Ron Wood, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
District 8 Commander, on Thursday, Nov. 11.
“The parade’s going to come down Main
Street at 11 a.m. and then we’re going to have a
ceremony upstairs in the Veteran’s Memorial
Hall followed by a free lunch for the veterans
and the entire community downstairs.”
Ron said he plans to ask for proclamations
from both the Lassen County Board of
Supervisors and the Susanville City Council
supporting the event.
He said the VFW is asking the supervisors
to recognize “all those who served the United
States in all wars, especially veterans” because
“There are all kinds of people who are not
veterans, but they were there.”
Ron said Gene Pasqua, a Native American
and a U.S. Marine Corps veteran who served
in Korea from 1953 to 1956, will be the guest
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Scam Alert:
Gift Cards Are Not Used To Make Tax Payments
Gift cards are a popular and convenient gift for all occasions. They're also a tool that scammers use to steal
money from people.
Scammers often target taxpayers by asking them to pay a fake tax bill with gift cards. They may also use a
compromised email account to send emails requesting gift card purchases for friends, family or co-workers.
Here's how this scam usually happens:
The most common way scammers request gift cards is over the phone through a government impersonation
scam. However, they will also request gift cards by sending a text message, email or through social media.
A scammer posing as an IRS agent will call the taxpayer or leave a voicemail with a callback number informing
the taxpayer that they are linked to some criminal activity. For example, the scammer will tell the taxpayer their
identify has been stolen and used to open fake bank accounts.
The scamrner will threaten or harass the taxpayer by telling them that they must pay a fictitious tax penalty.
The scammer instructs the taxpayer to buy gift cards from various stores.
Once the taxpayer buys the gift cards, the scammer will ask the taxpayer to provide the gift
card number and PIN.
Look for more on this topic next month.

BEQUETTE & KIMMEL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION
307 W Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0680 • 17 Highway 89, Graeagle • 530.836.0193
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Veteran of Foreign Wars, William Davidson Post 2381 Commander Donald Moose addresses the crowd during the Veterans Day ceremony.
Photos by Makenzie Freedman

ASPHALT ROCK SAND GRAVEL CONCRETE
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speaker at the ceremony following the
parade.
“I believe that Veteran’s Day is a very
important day to all veterans, especially with
the ending of the 20-year war in Afghanistan,”
Ron said. “Many of the veterans who served
there feel betrayed because the government
left Americans in airplanes on the tarmac. We
do not leave anyone behind.”
And the way the war in Afghanistan ﬁnally
ended left a bad taste in the mouths of many
veterans who served there, he said.
He also explained the diﬀerence between
diﬀerent days in which veterans are honored
each year.
“Veterans in the service are recognized on
Armed Forces Day,” he said. “Memorial Day is
the day we recognize those veterans who have
passed. Again, Veterans Day is a very special
day for all veterans who wrote a blank check
made payable to the United States of America
— up to and including their life.”
Ron explained the history of Veteran’s Day.
“Veteran’s Day falls annually on Nov. 11,” he
said, “the date of the signing of the armistice
between the Allied nations and Germany that
ended World War I in 1918. Memorial Day is
for people who have passed. Veteran’s Day is
for people who are still living.”
Ron said he hoped this year’s ceremony
would recognize and honor those veterans

Lassen High Cadet Corps member S5 Katrina Davenport sings the “National Anthem,” with Susanville Mayor Kevin Staﬀord and county
supervisor Chris Gallagher standing behind.

who served in Afghanistan.
He also apologized for the lack of parking
at the Veterans Memorial Hall due to recent
closure of two community parking areas near
the county-owned building.
“We’ve decided the closure of the two
parking areas will not interfere with our
commitment to the community,” he said.
Law Enforcement Day
Mark your calendars. Ron said the VFW
also will honor law enforcement and
firefighters at this year’s Law Enforcement
Day, planned for Wednesday, Nov. 17 at the
Veteran’s Memorial Hall.
“This is important,” he said. “They saved
Susanville” from the Dixie Fire.“
Law Enforcement Day is a Lassen County
tradition.
“We’ve been honoring them since 1963,”
he said. HCL

‘Veterans Day is a very special day for all veterans who
wrote a blank check made payable to the United States
of America — up to and including their life.’
— Ron Wood, Veterans of Foreign Wars, District 8 Commander

530.283.0924
1947 Lee Road, Quincy
mtnbldgsply@yahoo.com
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Susanville celebrates Veterans Day — parade highlights

My family’s connection to Armistice Day
By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

D

uring the celebration of the 75th
anniversary of D-Day a couple of years
ago, President Donald Trump did a 15minute television interview with FOX
News’ Laura Ingraham with rows of
crosses of fallen American soldiers in the
background.
As I watched that interview, I couldn’t help
remembering an old family photo of my greatgrandmother, Natalia (Hernandez) Venzor,
and other family members visiting the grave of
private Daniel Venzor, her son and my greatuncle, who was killed in combat during World
War I and buried at the Meuse-Argonne
American Cemetery in Romagne, France (Plot
H, Row 30, Grave 1) in one of those long rows
of crosses.
My father, Daniel Arthur Williams, born less
than two years later in 1920, was named after
my late great-uncle.
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My great-grandmother’s family — a mix of
Basque sheepherders and Native people —
came from the Chihuahua region of Mexico to
El Paso, Texas just before the turn of the 20th
century. Fearing for their lives, my family ﬂed
the same small village where Pancho Villa lived
after they got into some kind of conﬂict with
him when he was just a hometown hoodlum,
long before he became the famous Mexican
general, according to the old family story.
After a few short years, most of the family
moved again from Texas to the Santa Barbara
area.
My great-uncle volunteered for the Army
and served in the 26th Division, 103rd Infantry
Regiment during World War I. His unit fought
in the Meuse-Argonne Oﬀensive, also known
as the Battle of Argonne Forest, a major part of
the ﬁnal Allied oﬀensive on the Western Front
in World War I, and the largest battle in U.S.
military history involving 1.2 million American
soldiers.
In the battle 26,000 Americans and 28,000
Germans lost their lives. The battle raged for
47 days, from Sept. 26 to Nov. 11, 1918. And
here’s where my great-uncle’s story gets more
than a little poignant. While German forces
began to withdraw in early November as World
War I neared an end, the hostilities on that
part of the Western Front continued until the
very moment the Armistice, signed at 5:45
a.m., took eﬀect at 11 a.m. Nov. 11, 1918. And
here’s the heart-breaking thing — my greatuncle was killed Nov. 11, 1918 — sometime

during the ﬁrst 11 hours of the very day the
hostilities ceased.
We often hear how terrible it must be to
have a family member be the ﬁnal casualty in a
war, and that’s not too far from the reality my
ancestors had to bravely face.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not looking for
sympathy, because ultimately I recognize this
as so much more than simply a sad, old Gold
Star family story.
I believe it’s actually the quintessential
American story we should never, ever forget,
especially during these days when immigrants
from south of the border face such ﬁerce
disdain.
It’s really the story of how a child of
immigrants in a new land discovers patriotism
for his new country, volunteers as a teenager to
ﬁght in a war halfway around the world and
eventually makes the same ultimate sacriﬁce as
those other children whose families have been
here for generations — my great-uncle was
simply the ﬁrst native-born son on one side of
my family who answered the nation’s call and
lost his life in the process.
Frankly, I see this as one of America’s
greatest stories, repeated over and over and
over — how many countless times throughout
our nation’s history?
It’s the true American story about the spirit,
resolve and dedication of a nation of
immigrants whose families came as strangers
to a strange land and made it their own. It’s the
story that reveals the true source of America’s
profound greatness from the Founding Fathers
on — its people.
As I share my great-uncle’s legacy with you
on this Veterans Day, let us remember to honor
all our living veterans and all the brave men
and women serving in the military today with
a grand hurrah.
Should the threatening clouds of war again
darken the horizon, they, like my great uncle,
will be the ones who put themselves in harm’s
way to protect and defend our nation and our
way of life. For that reason they have earned
my profound gratitude and respect.
On this Veterans Day may God bless
America and especially all of our worthy
veterans. HCL

The Lassen High School Cadet Corps and local veterans lead the annual Veterans Day Parade Monday, Nov. 11, 2019. See more photos on
the following pages. Photos by Makenzie Freedman

Mattresses,
Dining Room,
Living Room...
too much to list!

NO INTEREST
WITH PAYMENTS
FOR 6 MONTHS!*

Hurry in now
for terrific
deals on
everything...
all with the
lowest prices
guaranteed!

zaengles.com • 2800 Main St., Susanville • In front of Walmart • 530.257.7788
*Interest will be calculated on your account from the purchase date. If the purchase balance is not paid in full within 6 months or if you make a late payment, interest will be charged on the total purchase.
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Little Princess Ella Andersen, left, and Little Miss Lassen County Mariah Wolcott wave during the parade.

Parade attendees grab an American ﬂag
to wave during the parade.

When a disaster strikes, my team and I will be there.
Backed by one of the industry’s largest catastrophe
reponse teams, we’ll be ready to help when you need us.

Let Us Handle Your Website

Local people and local products
supporting our community.

RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL

So You Can Focus on Your Business.

Call us for a

Web Design • Web Development • Support
Maintenance • Updates • Speed Optimization
eCommerce Sites • Membership Sites

FREE ESTIMATE

(530) 258-3306
www.digitconst.com
smcdesign.dev • 530.616.8111 • info@smcdesign.dev
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NOW OFFERING SOLAR!

Miss Lassen County
Hailey Gregor, center,
and her court,
Ambassadress of
Susanville Elena
German, left, and
Princess Jayleih
Dodge, ride in the
Veterans Day Parade.

Free On-Site Evaluation
• All Electrical Work and Service Calls
• Affordable Electrical Service
• Installation
• Repair and Service
• Reliable, Trusted and Professional
• We Also Repair Septic Tanks

before your power goes out!
Order your GENERAC for public safety power shutoffs!
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once
a year. Let Universal Electric be the one to guarantee your
generator is working properly when the utility power fails.

New Installs • Service
Repair • Service Calls
Free Estimates
All Electrical Work
LOCALLY
OWNED AND
OPERATED

530.816.0685

CA LIC #840585

The Soaring Eagle Blue Star Moms march
in the annual Veterans Day Parade.
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The Lassen High School Cadet Corps marches in the Veterans Day Parade.
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Winter is just
around the corner.
Don’t get caught out in the cold...
fill up your propane tank today!
We offer a budget pay plan so you’re
never left out in the cold!

JandJ Performing Arts dancers are always
a delight as they march in the Veterans
Day Parade.

Bulk fuel deliveries from 100 to 10,000 gallons
Propane
Equipment Installation, Repair and Maintenance
24/7 Cardlock Fueling • Unleaded and Diesel Fuel

Serving all of Lassen and Plumas Counties

www.edstaub.com • 530.257.3416 • 702-190 Johnstonville Rd., Susanville
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The 2019 Veterans Day Parade featured a
wide array of ﬂoats and organizations.

An Eagle ﬁnds her Tiger
FRC student reunites with kitten
Ashlyn Bustamante and Tiger. She was 8 when the kitten came into
her life. She said that she and her brother named him Tiger after
Tiger Woods. Photos submitted

By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com

F

or two months Ashlyn Bustamante
made a near daily pilgrimage from
Quincy to Greenville to search for her
beloved cat. The 19-year-old Feather
River College sophomore and Tiger had been
together since the she was 8 years old.
But as with many owners and their pets,
the Dixie Fire separated them August 4 when
the ﬁre roared into town.
Tiger, for the most part, is an outside cat
and when the order came to evacuate
immediately the family had to ﬂee without
Ashlyn’s pet. The family home was
completely destroyed except for an outside
table and that’s where Ashlyn put refreshed
bowls of food and water for Tiger. Each time
she returned the bowls were empty, but she
had no idea if Tiger was the one eating.
As the days passed with no sign of the
cat, Ashlyn wasn’t particularly worried. “I
ﬁgured he would survive; I knew he was

strong,” she said and recounted how Tiger
was never one to back away from anything.
While she saw other cats near the family’s
land, she never saw Tiger. Then one day she
received a report that a cat resembling Tiger
was seen near Plumas Bank, one of the few
buildings to survive. Ashlyn was on her way.
“I parked right in front of the bank and
walked around to the back,” she said and saw
him lying on a stair. When she called his
name, he meowed, but ran under the bank.
She recognized that “meow,” got a better look
at his face and knew for sure that it was him.
She called her boyfriend, who’s also from
Greenville (his home survived), and asked
him to come help her and bring a carrier.
“This is Tiger and I’m going to get him out,”
she resolved. She put food out and called his
name.
Tiger crept out from under the bank for
the food and then realized it was Ashlyn. She

picked him up and held him until her
boyfriend arrived; she wasn’t taking any
chances.
Following the fire, Ashlynn found a tiny
place to live in Quincy to be near school, and
her parents returned to their former home in
Westwood. Since that was a space familiar to
Tiger, that’s where Ashlyn took him.
Ashlyn wasn’t the only one to rejoice
when Tiger was found — she had the
support of the Feather River College softball
team who were always inquiring about Tiger.
“They were super supportive,” she said of her
teammates. “I sent them a picture.”
When Ashlyn wraps up this year at
Feather River College, she is hoping to
transfer to a school where she can continue
to play softball and study for a career in
athletic training. Tiger will probably remain
behind in Westwood, but Ashlyn will visit
regularly. HCL
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November is more than Thanksgiving

E

ach month brings something to
celebrate but when we think of
November, the clear standout is
Thanksgiving. Perhaps no holiday is
more food-centric than
Thanksgiving, but that isn’t the only day in
November, when what we eat or drink is
the focal point. Here are some days that
you might not have heard about but could
be fun to celebrate if you are a foodie, or
even if you are not. (Those in italics aren’t
oﬃcial days but should be.)

Nov. 1: National Calzone Day
Nov. 2: National Deviled Egg Day

By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com
Nov. 3: National Sandwich Day
Nov. 4: National Candy Day
Nov. 5: National Pumpkin Spice Anything
Day
Nov. 6: National Nachos Day
Nov. 7: National Bittersweet chocolate with
Almonds Day
Nov. 8: National Cappuccino Day
Nov. 9: National Scrapple Day
Nov. 10: National Vanilla Cupcake Day
Nov. 11: National Sundae Day
Nov. 12: National Happy Hour Day
Nov. 13: National
Nov. 14: National Pickle Day
Nov. 15: National Clean Out Your Fridge
Day

National Pumpkin Spice Day recipes
Nov. 16: National Fast Food Day
Nov. 17: National Homemade Bread Day
Nov. 18: National Any Kind of Chocolate
Day
Nov. 19: National Apple Crisp Day
Nov. 20: National Peanut Butter Fudge Day
Nov. 21: National Stuﬃng Day
Nov. 22: National Cranberry Day
Nov. 23: National Espresso Day
Nov. 24: Drinksgiving
Nov. 25: Thanksgiving
Nov. 26: National Cake Day
Nov. 27: National Turkey Soup Day
Nov. 28: National French Toast Day
Nov. 29: National Lemon Cream Pie Day
Nov. 30: National Mason Jar Day

I

2. For each latte: Microwave the milk on
high about 1 minute or until very hot.
(Transfer to a blender and blend 20 seconds
for extra frothy milk if desired.) Put 1 to 2
tablespoons pumpkin pie syrup in the bottom
of a mug. Top with the coﬀee and warm milk.
Garnish with whip cream and pumpkin pie
spice if desired.

By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com

n honor of National Pumpkin Spice Day, I
am sharing two of my favorite recipes —
pumpkin bread and a homemade
pumpkin spice latte. The bread garnered
blue ribbons more than once at the
Plumas Sierra County Fair and it’s always a
fall favorite. I often double the recipe and
make two loaves — one to eat and one to
share.

pie spice and pumpkin. Simmer, whisking
occasionally, about 5 minutes. Remove from
heat. Set aside 5 minutes, then strain twice
through a ﬁne-mesh strainer into an airtight
container. Refrigerate until cool. Store in
refrigerator for about 1 month. You’ll end up
with four cups total.

For the latte
8 ounces whole milk
4 ounces strong brewed coﬀee or espresso
Whipped cream or pumpkin pie spice for
garnish (optional)
1. Prepare the syrup. Bring the sugar and 2
cups water to simmer in a medium saucepan
over medium heat, whisking until the sugar
dissolves. Add the cinnamon sticks, pumpkin

Pumpkin Pie Spice
2 tbsp ground cinnamon
2 tsp ground ginger
2 tsp allspice
1 tsp nutmeg
1 tsp ground cloves
Simply mix together and store in an airtight
container. HCL

Pumpkin Bread
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1 2/3 cups ﬂour
1 tsp baking soda
1/4 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp each of cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg, and
allspice
3/4 tsp salt
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup oil (not corn)
2 eggs
1 cup pumpkin
1 apple peeled and chopped
1. In one bowl, sift ﬂour with baking soda,
powder, salt and spices.
2. In another bowl, beat sugar with oil and
add in one egg at a time.
3. Stir in the pumpkin and the ﬂour mixture.
Add the diced apple.
4. Bake in greased pan at 350 degrees for one
hour.
5. Cool on wire rack for 10 minutes before
serving.

We’re
WELCOMING FALL
with open arms!
NEW INSTRUCTORS: We’d like to welcome 3 new
intructors! Laura Rotlisberger, Nancy Ramirez and Liana
Taylor. Each has a background in fitness but with their
own personal teaching style. See our schedule to
book a class!

FALL SCHEDULE: With new instructors
comes more classes! We’ve almost
doubled our available classes: more
yoga, more cycling and a variety of
combined classes. Take a look
on MINDBODY or
mountainyogastudio.com
for the fall schedule
starting Oct. 4th. We
strive to offer classes to meet
everyone’s needs reglardless of
experience, ability and frequency of practice.
ACTIVE 55 senior discount: 10% off!

Pumpkin Spice Latte

530.257.4174 • lmud.org • 65 S. Roop St., Susanville
46

High Country Life • November 2021

Syrup
2 1/2 cups granulated sugar
2 cups water
2 cinnamon sticks
2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice (recipe below)
1/4 cup canned pumpkin

530.251.6028
2005 Main St.,
Susanville

mountainyogastudio.com
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Locally
Owned an
d
Operated
Lic. #911600 • LCO #6327

ejdoors@outlook.com
www.ejsgaragedoors.com

Quality You Can Count On!

DOORS
WINDOWS
LOCKSMITH

18th annual Honey Lake Hospice
Light Up A Life ceremony
Saturday, Nov. 20

SALES
INSTALLATION
SERVICE

The Honey Lake Hospice’s Christmas
tree, decorated with doves inscribed
with the names loved ones, remembers
and honors our dearly departed
relatives during the holiday season.
Photo by Sam Williams

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

COMMERCIAL and RESIDENTIAL
Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers
Garage Door Tune-Up
Spring Replacement
Parts & Repair

Interior Doors
Exterior Doors
Lock Installation
Re-Keying
Windows

Insulated Glass
Patio Doors
Store Front Doors
and more!

741 MAIN STREET, CHESTER CA

530-258-9566
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T

he 18th annual Honey Lake Hospice Light Up A Life tree lighting
ceremony will be held at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 20 outside the
hospice oﬃce at the United Methodist Church, 60 Lassen St.,
instead of its traditional location at Eagle Lake Village.
According to a statement from the hospice, the heartwarming
one-hour ceremony will take place entirely outdoors this year.
Those wishing to honor a loved one may purchase a “light” and have the
loved one’s name inscribed on a dove that will be placed on the hospice
tree.
The community is welcome to visit the tree, which lights up each night
from Saturday, Nov. 20 through the ﬁrst of the year.
The United Methodist Church’s Hand Bell Choir, directed by Dennis
Roberts, tolls the bells, and ﬁnally the ornaments on the tree are lighted
as many gather around to ﬁnd their loved one’s name.
“Lights” may be purchased at Margie’s Book Nook or Plumas Bank.
It’s always diﬃcult to lose a loved one, and the Honey Lake Hospice
hopes its annual tree lighting ceremony will help ease their discomfort.
“May this ceremony touch your heart this holiday season, that you may
remember your loved ones with joy and love and look to the future with
hope,” according to a recent program.
November is also National Hospice and Palliative Care Month — a time
to raise awareness about important care issues for people coping with lifelimiting illnesses, a time to acknowledge hospice providers and volunteers
High Country Life • November 2021

49

A large crowd gathers for a
previous tree lighting ceremony
at Eagle Lake Village.
Photos by Sam Williams

The United Methodist Church’s Hand Bell Choir, directed by Dennis Roberts, tolls the bells as the names are read aloud.

and a time to remember those loved ones we
no longer have with us.
Have you recently lost a loved one? Here
are some tips from Honey Lake Hospice on
how to get through the holidays
• Accept the likelihood of your pain.
• Feel whatever it is you feel.
• Express your emotions.
• Plan ahead.
• Take charge where you can.
• Turn to others for support.
• Be gentle with yourself.
• Remember to remember.
• Search out and count your blessings.
• Do something for others.

You ﬁlled my life with wonder
Touched me with surprise
Always saw that something special
Deep within your eyes
And through the good times and the bad
We carried on with pride
I hold on to the love and life we knew HCL

• Give voice to your soul.
• Harbor hope.
For more information or to inquire about
services from Honey Lake Hospice, call
257-3137.
Song sets mood for hospice tree-lighting
ceremony
For many years, Debra Sokol has performed
“I Will Light A Candle,” a 1993 song written by
Paul Alexander, prior to the bell ringing, the
reading of the names and the lighting of the
hospice Christmas tree. Here are the lyrics to
this moving song.

Wishing you a warm and happy
holiday filled with friends, family
and togetherness.

“I Will Light A Candle”
And I will light a candle for you
To shatter all the darkness
And bless the times we knew
Like a beacon in the night
The ﬂame will burn bright
And guide us on our way
Oh, today, I light a candle for you
The seasons come and go
And I’m weary from the change
I keep moving on
You know it’s not the same
And when I’m walking all alone
Do you hear me call your name?
Do you hear me sing the songs we used to sing?
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now, the recipe for Focaccia “Art” Bread.

You can make this beautiful, delicious Foccacia Art Bread

• 2.5 cups of ﬂour
• 2 teaspoons of active dry yeast
• 1 pinch of sugar
• 4 tablespoons of extra virgin olive oil
(divided)
• 2 tablespoons dried rosemary (or fresh if
you have it)
• 2 teaspoons of salt
• 10 ﬂ oz of warm water
• coarse sea salt to sprinkle on top
Preparation time: about 4 hours (35 minutes
to prepare, three hours inactive, 25 minutes
baking)
Directions:
1. Add dried yeast to warm water with the
pinch of sugar for “food” for the yeast. Let it
sit while you chop up your favorite vegetables.
Bubbles will start to form as the yeast
activates with the sugar.
I use red onion, cherry tomatoes, PettyPan squash, black olives, artichoke hearts,
and sweet Italian peppers (pepperoncini).
I slice everything thin (like I would if I
was preparing pizza toppings) and set them
all aside
2. In a large bowl add the ﬂour, yeast, sugar,
salt, 2 tablespoons of olive oil and most of the

rosemary leaves chopped in small pieces. Save
a little rosemary and olive oil for the end
3. Mix with a spoon ﬁrst, until most of the
ﬂour is absorbed. Once the dough comes
together, move it to a clean, lightly ﬂoured
counter and knead for a few minutes, pushing
with your palm down and forward.
The dough should be sightly sticking to
your hand. Add some ﬂour if too sticky, add a
tiny bit of water if too hard to work.
Place the dough back in the bowl, cover with
plastic wrap and a kitchen towel. Keep it in a
warm place. Let the dough rise for about an
hour and a half.
I’ll be honest, in higher elevations, it is
tricky to get a good rise out of yeast bread.
This is one reason many people give up on
making bread at home. (there are many
videos on-line or articles in recipe books on
how to remedy this if you were so inclined to
look for it)
This recipe is going to be delicious
regardless of if the bread doubles in size or
not. And remember, this is art, not baking,
and the only way to fail is to not try.
4. Line a 9 x 12 in baking pan with
parchment paper. Place the dough on the
paper and ﬂatten it down with your ﬁngers.
Sprinkle with sea salt and the remaining

rosemary. Drizzle with olive oil. With your
ﬁngers, punch some holes around the dough,
really poke your ﬁngers through all the way to
touch the pan.
Then add your vegetables of choice in
whatever way suits your fancy. You can make a
picture- or just make ﬂower patterns with the
veggies. Really, this is your canvas! However
you feel is what it shall be.
Cover with a damp dishtowel or paper
towels and let the dough rise for another hour
and a half, or so.
5. Preheat to 400 degrees. Bake the focaccia
bread for about 25 minutes, until slightly
golden on top and vegetables have released
their moisture into
the bread.
This bread was
delicious all by
itself, I served it
with dried salami,
cheeses — and the
rest of the olives
and artichoke
hearts I didn’t use
— charcutierie
board style — with
my favorite
chardonnay.
Bon appétit! HCL

Half the fun of making this bread is in creating ﬂowers and patterns using whatever vegetables suit you.
Recipe and photo by Victoria Child, Special to High Country Life

F

all is here. Sept 22, marked the
autumnal equinox and the days have
shifted back to being shorter for the
next 6 months, marking the seasonal
end of harvest.
Many of our friends and family have
embraced gardening as a past time while
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being unable to participate in other activities
during these Covid times, and it was to my
fortune that I was bestowed with an abundant
variety of fresh vegetables.
What was I going to do with all of these
squash, peppers, onions and tomatoes? I can’t
remember if I saw it while scrolling social

media or special interest forums, or if it was
on the cover of some food magazine in the
grocery store checkstand, however, my mind
went to this beautiful artisan bread idea.
I thought what better way to use the gift of
food than to make a beautiful gift of food?
Baking can be a lot less intimidating than you
think, when you think of it as art.
Art can be drizzles of paint on canvas and
be worth millions of dollars. Your kids’ crayon
sketch on a coloring page can be more
valuable than any Picasso. This beautiful
bread can be your addition to life’s
masterpieces, and the recipe is way easier
than it looks.
If making bread is a tradition in your
family, or if you have never attempted to mix
yeast and ﬂour before, creating bread from
scratch can be rewarding.
Although my father’s great Aunt Julia
never came for any fall harvest meal at our
table, her passion for cooking always has been
an underlying motivation for me to just go
ahead and try it. Hence, I share with you
High Country Life • November 2021
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Connected Communities: A look
back into the history of Susanville

Take an adventure this autumn
in a new Jeep!

Don’t miss the
Jeep Adventure Days Sales Event going on
Sunset in the mountains and forest of Susanville. Photo by Randy Robbins Photography

Kurt Gensheimer
Writer/Trail Whisperer
Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship,
Special to High Country Life

S

ituated at 4,186 feet elevation along
the Susan River on the northeastern
corner of the Sierra Nevada, the city
of Susanville has a unique and
colorful history, established in the
aftermath of an 1863 skirmish called the
Sagebrush War. Before the war, the area was
known as Rooptown, named after the Isaac
Roop, one of thousands of emigrants who
camped at the foot of the Sierra Nevada before
making the ﬁnal push to the coast. Rooptown
was a popular stopover thanks to its lush
grasses and ample water, something emigrants
hadn’t seen for hundreds of miles while
crossing the Nevada desert.
In 1853, Isaac Roop constructed a cabin that
became a trading post, and later, a fortiﬁcation
used during the Sagebrush War. The war was
rooted in a boundary dispute about Rooptown
and whether it was in Plumas County of
California or Roop County in the Nevada
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Territory. The citizens of the area played both
sides against each other, refusing to pay taxes
when both territory’s oﬃcials would appear to
collect, claiming they were residents of the
other territory.
Soon this lack of tax collection came to a
head, and after legal wrangling between the
two territories could not solve the problem,
posses were formed and a gun battle between
the two counties ensued, using Roop’s cabin as
a stronghold against Plumas County, which
became known as Fort Deﬁance. After four
hours of shots ﬁred back and forth with only a
few non-lethal casualties, both sides realized
this dispute wasn’t worth dying over. To this
day, Roop’s cabin stands, bullet holes and all.
As a result, the California/Nevada border
was resurveyed from Lake Tahoe to the Oregon
border, and the results showed Rooptown in
the state of California. To appease the residents
who did not want to be annexed into Plumas
County, the state legislature created Lassen
County in 1864, making the new town of
Susanville (named after Susan Roop) the
county seat, which it remains to this day.

Susanville had a long stretch of economic
health thanks to strong logging, farming and
mining economies. But by the 1960s, these
industries waned, landing the community in
economic hardship. Susanville had the
California Correctional Center that opened in
1963, but it wasn’t until the construction of the
High Desert State Prison, California in 1995
that the population — and the jobs that came
with it — started to skyrocket. The Census
shows this growth, with Susanville’s
population expanding from 7,279 residents in
1990 to 13,541 in 2000, an 86 percent increase.
The overall economic and social health of
Susanville as a “prison town” has been debated
by locals for years, but one thing about
Susanville is undeniable; it is rich with natural
beauty and breathtaking terrain, especially in
fall with vibrant changing colors on the
mountains towering above town. Just as the
emigrants found Rooptown an attractive
stopover on their overland journey, modern
day adventurers will ﬁnd Susanville an ideal
waypoint in the Connected Communities
network of trails. HCL

NOW!

SALES HOURS:
Monday-Friday 8-6 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5

SERVICE HOURS:

Monday-Friday 7:30-5:30

