HCL 12.21 MASTER SPREADS USE:Layout 1 copy

11/18/21

3:26 PM

Page 1

ON THE COVER: Local artist Nansi Bohne captures the magic of Christmas at the Plumas County Courthouse, page 29
INSIDE:

From pallets to Christmas trees  The Festival of Lights continues at the Lassen County Fairgrounds  Matzo Crack - easy and delicious
Artisan Coffee hosts the 20th annual Country Christmas Show and Sale  Kid-friendly New Year’s Eve  Susanville Symphony presents Christmas concert
A writer’s wish for the New Year  Local youth join professional dancers in “The Nutcracker”  Mother-daughter holiday recipes
Published locally by Feather Publishing Co., Inc.

HCL 12.21 MASTER SPREADS USE:Layout 1 copy

11/18/21

3:26 PM

Page 2

About
the
cover
ON THE COVER:

Local artist Nansi

INSIDE: From pallets
to Christm

Bohne captures

the magic of

Christmas

as trees  The
at the Plumas
hosts the 20th
Festival of Lights
annual Countr
County Courthouse
continues at
y Christmas
A writer’s wish
the Lassen County
, page 29
Show and Sale
for the New Year
Fairgrounds
 Kid-frie
 Local youth
ndly New Year’s
 Matzo Crack
join professional
Eve  Susanv
- easy and deliciou
dancers in “The
ille Symphony
s
Nutcracker”
presents Christm
Published locally
 Mother-daugh
by Feather Publishin
ter holiday recipes as concert
g Co., Inc.

Artisan Coffee

Local artist Nansi Bohne
captures the magic of Christmas
at the Plumas County Courthouse.
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T

o say this has been a difficult year is an
extreme understatement. Our Lassen,
Plumas and Sierra residents are still
dealing with the impacts of COVID
and, instead of being able to enjoy a
summer outdoors, our areas were ravaged by
wildfire. Those who didn’t suffer
catastrophic loss endured weeks of
unbreathable air.
But now, it’s December. Yes, we are still
coping with the threat of coronavirus and
the uncertainty of what that means for each
of us and our families, but at least for a
blissful few months, we should be free of the
threat of fire.
It’s our wish that this can be a joyous
holiday season for our readers. We know that
it will look much different for those of us
who have lost their homes and most of their
possessions, but we truly hope that everyone
can find joy during what should be a magical

time of year.
This issue marks the completion of a full
year of publishing High Country Life and we
look forward to what stories the next year
will bring. We miss printing the weekly
newspapers that were a fixture of our
communities for decades, but we hope to
bring you stories through this publication
that highlight why we all choose to live
where we do. It’s not always an easy life, but
it’s certainly a rich life.
It’s been a year of difficulties, yes, even
tragedies; but it’s been an opportunity for all
of us to reach out and help each other. Many
chose to live here because of nature’s beauty,
but it’s the people that make it a place we
want to stay.
We wish all of you the merriest of
holidays,
— The staff of High Country Life

File photo
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To seed...

December 2021

...or not to seed?
After the Dixie Fire, property owners have choices to make of whether to try to re-seed
their properties to ﬁght erosion and to bring green back to their land, or to just wait and
see what spring might bring. Photo by Meg Upton

By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com

W

alking our eight-acre property
after the Dixie Fire felt odd
and foreign. The landmark
snags had burned and left holes
in their wake. We had a fire
burn under ground for weeks afterwards
though there was still vegetation above. The
back acre up against Plumas National Forest
had burned out the old Maidu trail that ran
through the top of the property and the only

Susan River Canyon, 11.6.21
Photo by Joaquin Mann

way to tell where it was were the cairns stone
markers we’d placed on either side of the
trail on the property that walkers of the trail
kept taking down. A pile of rocks on either
side of a few feet let us know where the trail
had been.
We had one question: Is there anything
we can do to help restore the land?
Some parts of the acreage burned
incredibly hot in a high intensity burn where
other areas burned with low intensity
(toward where we’d just pulled in water) and
moderate intensity in the areas nearer to
where we were building (the fire took out
our trailers and tools there). One hopeful
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patch nearer to our neighbor’s place than
ours was barely touched by fire at all. We
attribute that to it being so near our
neighbor’s house that structure protection
saved our little spot of green.
Many forest property owners with more
acreage than house are pondering what to
do. What is the value of a tree and how do
you quantify the value of a tree? The answers
are as varied as the species of trees on a
property. The storms at the end of October
brought some erosion with it and a closed
Highway 70.
Should property owners be reseeding
their property? How do we go about doing
that if we chose to and when is the best time
to do it?
First off, property owners should walk
their properties and get an understanding of
how hot the fire burned, what’s left (if
anything), and what sort of erosion has
occurred since before making a decision.
Here in Plumas and Lassen counties after the
Dixie Fire we have a combination — in some
places the fire burned so hot it disintegrated
our houses and all shrubs but left some trees
standing. Seeding for Plumas County
residents might be best to do right at the
beginning of spring — or at least beyond
December and January.
There’s an excellent free pdf publication
online put out by UC Coop Extension,

11/18/21
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Center for Forestry in Berkeley called
Recovering from Wildfire in Southern
California Forests,
(https://cemendocino.ucanr.edu/). One of
the writers of this pamphlet is Susie Kocher,
a long-time resident and property owner in
Plumas County though she now resides
elsewhere. Kocher says much of this
pamphlet is also applicable to Dixie Fire
property owners.
Our own eight acres have roughly five
acres of fire burn where every last shrub,
stump, and speck of foliage has been
transformed to ash. Two of the acres were
lightly burned and one was untouched.
Given that it’s mixed, our response also has
to be mixed.
The one-acre we’ve been blessed in its
original (at least to us) form, we will leave be
but will collect excess fuel and burn this
winter.
The two acres of light burn area we are
already seeing green sprouts at the base of
burned trunks of trees. We’re seeing sprouts
here and there. For those two acres we’re also
leaving it mostly to nature to regenerate
itself. But we are taking this opportunity to
add to it. A mile away from us, my mother’s
property sustained very little damage and
very little burn. The trees on her property
dropped a ton of pine cones and seeds. In
any other year, the cones and seeds and pine

needles would have been swept up by her
landscapers and removed. But this year, I’m
removing them to our own property. This
will give our acreage some well-needed
ground coverage and will clean up her
property at the same time. Hopefully our
additions here will mean something sticks
and less erosion of ground cover. We hope
not to have grass seeds in the mix (not a big
problem on my mother’s mostly wooded
property).
The biggest question is what to do with
the five acres that burned hot and fierce
leaving very little left on the ground in an
area where the trees will also have to come
down? What do we do there to make it less
of a lunar landscape? What will come back?
We consulted a website,
https://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/ , University of
California Agriculture and Natural Resources
website. Much of the information here
pertains specifically to California forest
properties (in both southern and northern
California).
There are important dos and don’ts to
consider. Don’t seed with ready bought
mixes that are not indigenous to the area—
that will hurt native plants growing back and
if they are seeds that need a good deal of
water will be counter productive. Seeding a
steep slope might not do any good if there
are heavy rains that wash the seeding away.

Tires • Brakes • Alignment
Shocks • Wheels • Batteries
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DOING THE RIGHT THING SINCE 1952.
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530.257.8883 • 2385 Main St., Susanville
530.283.1450 • 116 E Main St., Quincy
530.832.1533 • 73816 S Delleker, Portola
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Order online or call!
See our website, everybloomin.com, for
class schedules and ordering.

OPEN 7 DAYS! MON-SAT 10-5 • SUN 10-3

Spreading mulch and forest duﬀ gives native grasses and other plants the chance to get a
root-hold on ﬁre-damaged soil. File photo

everybloomin.com • 530.251.2330
705-670 Highway 395E, Susanville

Don’t seed with grasses that are non-native
as studies from 2009 forward are showing
that this practice is not helpful, (according
to the Department of Agriculture) or use a
non-perennial grass seed so that it doesn’t
overwhelm native plants.
Do consult with experts in the field to
walk your property with you and consider
what might work best. Another website
that’s a great guide is the
https://www.nationalforests.org/
National Forest Foundation, which has
suggestions for what to do specifically based
on the terrain of your property. Ours, for
example, is moderately sloped and is not in
danger of as much soil erosion from
mudslides, etc., as other places in Plumas
County might be. We are consulting with a
biologist friend in Meadow Valley to help us
make decisions on how to go about
replanting vegetation.
We are collecting now to seed in early
spring and we’re putting down mulch from
downed trees to help the acres hardest hit by
the fire any time we can take advantage of
chipping.
But most ecologists we’ve talked to have
given us some hope. Depending on how
much rain and snow we get this winter,
spring might be a magical and beautiful
season in Plumas County, full of rebirth and
regrowth — all on its own. HCL
High Country Life • December 2021
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Artisan Coﬀee hosts 20th annual
Country Christmas Show and Sale

Here’s your chance to
ﬁnd that something
special for that very special
someone in your life this
holiday season
Norma DeBaker
created this delightful Christmas
ornament. Photo submitted

E

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

verybody knows there’s nothing like a
spectacular, handmade art item to
brighten up anyone’s gift giving and
turn the head of the one who receives
the gift.
Celebrating two decades, Artisan Coﬀee,
located at the intersection of Highway 395
and S. Church Street in Janesville, hosts the
annual Friends in Art Show and Sale.
A show, sale and reception will be held
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3. Patrons
will have an opportunity to meet the artists
and purchase items from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 4. All the artwork will be on
sale at Artisan Coﬀee the entire month of

8
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December for those who would like to
purchase a one-of-a-kind handcrafted gift
item for someone special this holiday season.
Participating artists in this year’s show
include Linda Alberico, pine needle baskets
and gourd bowls; Norma DeBaker, fused glass
and natural stone jewelry; Susan Dunklau,
silk knitted scarves and paintings; Linda
Erway, ceramics, critters and cups; Aspen
Good, beaded jewelry; Camille Jauregul,
designer hot pads and paintings; Ron
McBride, metal sculptures and paintings;
Isabel Perez-Judge, high-ﬁre ceramic pottery;
and many other artist’s items are on display
and for sale at the site.
“Years ago in 2000, the show started as a
gathering of artists at the home of Ted and
Isabel Judge,” said organizer and artist Norma
DeBaker. “We invited friends to join us by a
camp ﬁre, sharing food and showing art by
various artistic friends. Many of the artists
like Cende Hill, Helen Brown, Michael
DeAngelio, MarySmith, Robert Tripplet,
Shirley Robinson, etc. who were part of the
show at the beginning have long moved on or
passed, but they are not forgotten.
“The past two years due to the pandemic
and ﬁres Friends in Art was put on hold like
so many things in people’s life. Lassen artists
and many in the community were contacting
us as to when and where the Friends in Art

The warm and welcoming conﬁnes of Artisan Coﬀee in Janesville — decorated each season with a wide variety of handmade holiday gifts
created by many local artists — has been the site of the Country Christmas Show and Sale for many years. File photo

HOURS - TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 11-5:30

The Toy Store • 383 Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0404
High Country Life • December 2021
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were going to do another show. Well, hang
on to your hats as the plan is now! Many of
our friends have been working hard in
making their artwork and preparing for the
2021 Country Christmas Show and Sale at
Artisan Coﬀee and Gallery in Janesville oﬀ
Highway 395.
“Please join us and enjoy meeting the
artists and viewing the amazing artwork they
have created.
‘Come meet the artists, view some great
handmade artwork and enjoy great coﬀee and
snacks from Artisan Coﬀee.”
For more information, call Artisan Coﬀee at
253-3000. HCL

Linda Erway crafted this mask and
chicken. Photo submitted

Lynda Alberico made this pine needle
platter. Photo submitted

— YOUR CUSTOM FRAMING EXPERT —
...providing quality and great design to suit your style.

We can custom frame for that
special wedding or any
celebration...
come see us!
168 Main St., Chester

Susanville artist Ron McBride created this
interesting metal piece.

Ron McBride is famous for his ﬁsh
sculptures.

Susan Dunklau painted this seascape.
Photos submitted

530.258.4663
Some examples of Native American jewelry by Aspen Good. Photo submitted

...and all
through the
store,
not a
creature
was stirring
on our
mattresses
and more.

Merry
Christmas!
Mon-Sun 10-5 • 11 Lindan Ave, Quincy, 530.283.9318 • 7650 Hwy 89, Graeagle, 530.836.4668
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Pallets
reimagined:
Turning used
wood into
Christmas trees
By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com

D

The wooden pallet has been cut and formed and ready for paint. Photo submitted

o you have some discarded pallets
or scraps of wood on your
property, and don’t know exactly
what to do with them?
For Quincy resident Kris
Kurpjuweit, the answer was easy — turn
them into Christmas trees.
Kris likes to work with wood and has
built many pieces of furniture including his
family’s dining room table, an entry hall
table, a television stand, beds and more. He
has constructed a wrap-around deck and is
currently working on a play structure, but
this latest endeavor is strictly decorative.
Each year the family, which includes
wife, Carly, and their four children ages 7
and under, enjoy more holiday lights and
décor as Kris adds to his vision of what he
wants Christmas to look like on their
property.
The most recent additions are Christmas
trees constructed out of pallets. “I looked
online and found lots of ideas,” Kris said,
pointing to various photos on his iPhone.
Google pallet Christmas trees and a wide
variety of options appears — from simple
vertical slats to more elaborate
configurations. Some are decorated with
bulbs and lights, others stunningly simple.
According to Winfieldcollection.com, a
site that offers patterns for wooden trees,
those attempting such a project aren’t
limited to pallets. They can use pine floor
boards, scrap wood or other materials they
might have or could procure.
A very simple pallet design involves
cutting a triangle shape and attaching a
base, which renders a design with
High Country Life • December 2021
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A ﬁnished
Christmas tree is
the newest addition
to the Kurpjuweit
yard. Photo
submitted

A pair of trees are completed and waiting to be installed. Photo submitted
horizontal branches. Kris selected an option
that was more intricate than that and
carefully pieced together slats cut from the
pallet. “I looked at a plan then kind of did a
combination of what was shown and my
own ideas,” he said.

Kris had considered drilling holes and
putting each light through from the rear of
the tree, but in the interest of time, draped
the lights across the top. Future trees might
include the light option as well adding
ornaments.

Trees aren’t the only wooden decorations
slated for the Kurpjuweits’ front yard. Kris
has ideas for a sleigh and more, but this
busy dad has other projects that are more
pressing. In the meantime, there might be
another tree or two added this year. HCL

With a little
imagination, pallets
can become
whimsical
Christmas trees.
Photo submitted
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Bassist JR Johnston brings mad skills
and holiday cheer to the Susanville
Symphony’s Christmas concert in 2019.
File photo

Susanville Symphony schedules
Christmas concert for local families, guests

Quality You Can Count On!

DOORS
WINDOWS
LOCKSMITH

SALES
INSTALLATION
SERVICE

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

S

o, just how bah and how humbug
would Christmas in Susanville be
without the Susanville Symphony
Society’s annual Christmas concert?
Plenty of both, that’s for sure.
But fret not — this year’s event will be held
at the Susanville Assembly of God Church at
7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 17 and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
19, and it promises to be a real doozy.

Years ago the symphony’s Christmas
concert was held in early December, but the
scheduling was changed to later in the month
— this year the weekend before Christmas —
so local families could share the concert with
their holiday visitors. The Sunday concert is
also unusual.
Maestro and Artistic Director Ben Wade
said this year’s oﬀering promises to be

COMMERCIAL and RESIDENTIAL
Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers
Garage Door Tune-Up
Spring Replacement
Parts & Repair

Interior Doors
Exterior Doors
Lock Installation
Re-Keying
Windows

Insulated Glass
Patio Doors
Store Front Doors
and more!

741 MAIN STREET, CHESTER CA

530-258-9566
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2021 Christmas Concert:
Susanville
Assembly of God Church
7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 17
and
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19

Maestro and Susanville Symphony Artistic Director Ben Wade jokes with the audience
during a previous Christmas concert. File photos

For some Susanville Symphony patrons, watching Maestro Ben Wade direct the orchestra
adds to their enjoyment and understanding of the emotion of the music.

spectacular.
“The show’s our usual Christmas fun that
gets everybody in the holiday spirit,” Wade
said.
He also shared some of the highlights of
the concert.
“We’re going to be doing kind of hybrid
concert,” Wade said. “We’re bringing in Kolby
Van Camp. He’s an up and coming composer
and baritone singer. He has some albums out,
and he’s come before.
“We’re going to do a portion of ‘The
Nutcracker’ for all those classical music
lovers, some Mel Torme type classics (Torme
is one of the writers of ‘The Christmas Song,’
better known from it’s opening line,
‘Chestnuts roasting on an open ﬁre.’), ‘White
Christmas,’ and ‘Little Drummer Boy.’ It will
be a good mix of classical and pops audience
favorites, but it will lean a little bit more
toward the classical side of things.”
Wade also said the musicians will be
fabulous this year.
“We’ve got some great brass stuﬀ — we’re
going to do Canadian Brass stuﬀ,” Wade said.
“We’ll have a great mix of local people and a
few professionals from Reno to up
everybody’s game.
Tickets are available at Axia Home Loans
and Margie’s Book Nook.
For more information, call 310-8111. HCL

A Susanville Symphony Christmas concert is a great holiday pleasure for the audience
and musicians alike. File photo

Men’s Stuff • Women’s Clothing • Jewelry
Stocking Stuffers • Quincy T-Shirts
Art Supplies
GIFT WRAP AVAILABLE!

OPEN MON-FRI 10-5, SATURDAY 10-4

531 Main St., Quincy
530.283.2266

Sometimes the audience discovers startling surprises such as this trumpet player’s
unusual costume.
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Savage Ranch Feed Supply
“The only locally owned and operated feed store in the area.”
530.254.6315 • 471-150 Thomas Blvd., Susanvile • Hours: Tues-Sat 10-6
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Local Non-Profits

Committed to Our Community
Westwood’s Chimney Fund holds fundraisers throughout the year

T

he Chimney Fund Inc. is a nonprofit located in beautiful
Westwood, CA. It was founded back
in 1991 by a group of local
Westwoodians that saw a need for
assistance during the holiday
season. Chuck Handzel, owner of
Chuck’s Railroad Room, presided as
the president for many years and was the
initial force behind the Chimney Fund. The
Chimney Fund started fundraising
money to create its
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first holiday food baskets that were handed
out during Thanksgiving and Christmas in
1991. The first fundraising event was the Chili
Cook Off that is still held every
September.The first year was such a huge
success that it has continued and has grown
to help the community in many ways.
In 2008, Mary Gow joined the board and
in 2009 the “torch” was passed on to her and
she took over as the president of the board
of directors. Mary led the
board in creating many more
fundraising events. At this
time there is almost an event
for every month of the year.
The events that are hosted
or attended by the
Chimney Fund include: a
booth at the annual
Chowder Cook-off All You
Can Eat Crab Dinner
(February), St. Patrick’s
Day Dinner (March),
Cinco de Mayo Dinner
(May), Roger Gow
Annual Father’s Day
Horseshoe Tournament, a
booth at Paul Bunyan Day that offers a huge
plate of ribs (July), a poker run, bbq cookoff (August) and lastly the chili cook-off
(September).
When the local rotary disbanded the
Chimney Fund decided to continue the
local tradition of hosting a free Easter egg
hunt for all the children in the
community to enjoy. The

children enjoy hunting for the prize eggs that
might include a local gift certificate or an
Easter basket filled with all kinds of goodies.
In 2020, when the pandemic began, they
decided it would not stop them from
spreading joy to the children in town and
went to any house that asked for a visit from
the Easter Bunny with a socially distant gift
for the children in the home.
It is the Chimney Fund’s pleasure to offer
graduating seniors in
Westwood and the
surrounding area scholarships
each year. In October they
love participating in
Westwood Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Trunk or Treat. It
allows them to hand out treat
bags to all the little ghosts and
goblins. They also continue to
offer a complete, traditional
holiday meal every
Thanksgiving to those that
apply. In the last couple of
years, during the Christmas
season, they join with the
Westwood Family Resource
Center to ensure that every child enrolled in
the Westwood Unified School District
receives a gift. These are just a few of the
ways that the Chimney Fund shows they care
for their community.
The current president is John Fish, who
grew up in the community. He is passionate
about helping the town where he grew up.
The Chimney Fund is a member based
non-profit. Other board members
dedicated to serving their community are
Janet Stevens, Mary Gow, Ashley Ragan,
Tifini Powers and Emily and Johnny
Moya. They are always looking for new
members who are enthusiastic to join in
their fundraising efforts.

Raising
funds and
helping
neighbors

This page sponsored by:

HERE.
For
Good.

plumasbank.com

Grandma Ann’s Matzo Crack
Lauren Westmoreland
lwestmoreland@plumasnews.com

M

atzo Crack. Matzo Toffee. Matzo
Brittle. Each family familiar with
this festive treat has a different
name for it and a slightly unique
twist, but I am sharing a recipe
that my family called Matzo Crack- and once
you try the crispy, sweet, salty flavors, you
might see why!
This easy dessert that has been compared
to a Mounds bar by some is a staple in our
home around the holiday season, made in
honor of my great-grandmother, Ann Costa.
It’s a treat that checks all of the boxes,
made out of matzo crackers, covered in a
blanket of melted chocolate followed by a
hot, bubbly layer of home-made toffee.
After the toffee layer goes on, I personally
shell and crush salted peanuts (unsalted
works too!) and add those as the final layer,
along with a sprinkle of pink Himalayan salt.
Other popular toppings include walnuts,
almonds, coconut flakes, and even
peppermint pieces — the choices are really
endless. You might wind up eating it all in
one sitting, but it also keeps well, up to two
weeks refrigerated and for up to two months
in the freezer.
What you’ll need
For this recipe, you’ll need parchment
paper, a medium saucepan and large baking
sheet, 4-5 matzo crackers, 1 cup (2 sticks)
butter, and 1 cup dark brown sugar. I also use
12 ounces, or roughly 2 cups, of semi-sweet
chocolate chips and a little over a cup of
chopped or crushed peanuts (toasting
optional!)
The steps
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. To make
for easy cleanup, I start by lining a baking
sheet with aluminum foil, then cover that
with a sheet of parchment paper. Cover the
pan with matzos in a single layer — you
might have to cut or break them to jigsaw
puzzle together, but that’s okay.
Next, combine the butter and brown
sugar in your saucepan, stirring constantly

This delicious dessert recipe will bring instant joy and a whirlwind of thank-yous from
your family and guests this holiday season. Thanks, Grandma Ann!
Photo by Lauren Westmoreland
High Country Life • December 2021
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Wait for about ﬁve minutes for the chocolate to soften and spread
evenly over the top in a nice thin layer.

Start by lining a baking sheet with aluminum foil, then cover that with a sheet of parchment paper. Cover the pan with matzos in a single
layer- you might have to cut or break them to jigsaw puzzle together but that’s okay. Photos by Lauren Westmoreland

until it comes to a gentle, rolling boil. Keep
stirring for another three minutes before
carefully pouring the toffee mix over the
matzo crackers and spreading it evenly in a
thick layer.
Put the baking sheet directly into the
oven and bake for about ten minutes, or until
the toffee layer is bubbling. Take it out of the
oven.

Sprinkle a heavy layer of the crushed peanuts and a sprinkle of
the salt and add any other topping that strikes your fancy.

This is where the chocolate chips come
into play. Sprinkle any variety you choose in
an even layer over the toffee. Wait for about
five minutes for the chocolate to soften and
spread evenly over the top in a nice thin
layer.
After that, I sprinkle a heavy layer of the
crushed peanuts and a sprinkle of the salt,
but you can add any other topping that

strikes your fancy.
Stick the whole thing in the refrigerator
for about an hour, or until the chocolate is
firm.
Using the parchment, lift the cooled
candy out of the baking sheet onto a cutting
board. You should end up with about three
dozen pieces, depending on size. Slice into
desired-size pieces and enjoy! HCL

Hunt & Sons Hunt Propane
• Heating Oil
• Kerosene
• Diesel
• Unleaded
• Lubes
& Oils

Propane
Only
Call
530.283.9062
or come by
477 N. Mill Creek
Quincy

Call
530.283.1080
or come by
188 Crescent St.
Quincy

HuntnSons.com
22
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Since 1946

HuntPropane.com

Carefully pour the toﬀee mix over the
matzo crackers and spread it evenly in a
thick layer.
High Country Life • December 2021
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Susanville residents

light up the holiday season

A decorated home warms the hearts of its owners and guests alike during the holidays.

This home in Susanville’s historic
neighborhood is as pretty as a Christmas
card.

Gifts are the
main subject
of this
display.

Hey! Look! There’s Santa and Frosty on this front porch! File photos

C

”

hristmas comes but once a
year, and when it comes it
brings good cheer,” The Beatles
sang happily on one of their
mid-60s ﬂexi-disc Christmas
messages to their fan club members.

Residents all across Susanville spread that
holiday cheer by decorating their homes
with bright lights and figures.
If you want to see these spectacular
displays, just take a drive around Susanville.
It’s a fun way to spend a holiday evening. HCL

Trust your
investment to the
experts in auto
body repair and service!

20%
OFF

Limit 1 per customer,
expires
12.24.21.

Diagnostic Checks • Spray-In Bedliners
Free Estimates • All Insurance Accepted
Only AAA Approved Shop in Lassen County
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Quincy Hot Spot
2019 E. Main St., Quincy

lassenautobodysusanville.com

530.283.2929

530.257.2882

Tuesday-Saturday 10-4
This Christmas light show includes an American ﬂag.
High Country Life • December 2021

20%
Off

Melissa &
Doug
Toys at
Margie’s!

Another view of John Wilczynski’s
Christmas light extravaganza. Viewers
reportedly come from Plumas County and
as far away as Reno and Sacramento just
to admire Wilczynski’s work.

24

Santa, reindeer, snowmen — fun, illuminated
expressions of the winter holidays.

John Wilczynski’s Christmas light
extravaganza outside his Richmond Road
home (just past the Richmond School) is
a must see during the holidays. Planning
for Wilczynski’s light extravaganza
frequently begins during the summer
months, and he spends nearly a month
working eight hours per day to put up his
creation that features elaborate displays
and tens of thousands of lights.

Santa and his reindeer.

755 Alexander Ave., Susanville

M-F 8am-4pm

Margie’s Book Nook
530.257.2392 • 722 Main, Susanville
High Country Life • December 2021
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Celebrate New Year’s Eve with the ultimate game night
of them before New Year’s and have one more
taste of them for the holiday season. I’ve had
friends do this with homemade mac and
cheese bites. Suddenly a leftover becomes a
yummy appetizer and the fridge is emptied at
the same time.

By Meg Upon
mupton@plumasnews.com

T

here it is: the last holiday of the year,
New Year’s Eve. New Year’s Eve is
supposed to be about big swanky
parties, lots of booze, and maybe both
literal ﬁreworks outside and maybe
internal ﬁreworks with a kiss at midnight to
welcome in the New Year.
That world of black and white balls and

fancy dresses and all the champagne you can
drink might sound like a great time for some
people and an excellent way to celebrate the
end of the old and the beginning of the new
year, but it doesn’t work for everyone.
So how do you commemorate the year
that’s just ﬁnished — one as trying as 2021 has
been and begin the new one when: 1) You
aren’t really capable of staying up till midnight,
2) you don’t really drink anymore, 3) it feels too
cold to get into a fancy dress, and 4) you’ve got
a bunch of kids to consider? Enter the ultimate
game night.
Over several years, a few friends I know
have taken turns hosting the ultimate New
Year’s Eve without alcohol or fancy dresses and
I’ve gleaned a bit of information on what
Americans with kids of all ages are doing.
The Ultimate Leftover Night
By the time New Year’s even rolls around,
the budget has been blown on Christmas,
right? Why not make it the ultimate leftover
night? An opportunity to clean out the fridge
of every and all leftovers (especially all those
cheese related holiday dishes) in time for the
New Year? Invite friends to do the same. I’ve
done this with leftover tamales, cutting them
into appetizers for ‘tamale bites’ to both get rid

Make Yourself at Home in this Timeless Classic!
5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3786 sq.ft. built in 1876. This
stunning home offers old world charm paired with
modern conveniences. Call today to tour your piece of
history in Historic uptown Susanville. $525,000

Let Us Handle Your Website
So You Can Focus on Your Business.
Web Design • Web Development • Support
Maintenance • Updates • Speed Optimization
eCommerce Sites • Membership Sites

smcdesign.dev • 530.616.8111 • info@smcdesign.dev
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Mystery Tea and Last Minute Punch
We all have them: that weird tea that
someone bought you or was part of a gift
basket that you’ve never quite opened. Now is
the time to open it and make it over a big
saucepan on the stove. Is it a holiday one? Add
some cinnamon sticks and maybe orange slices
for festivities. Or maybe a carbonated punch
with mineral water, a Torani syrup of your
choice, and a little bit of ginger or lavender.
Don’t go buy anything. Your kitchen probably
has all the ingredients you need to get creative
with a non-alcoholic punch.
Pajama Party Game Night
We’ve done this for a couple of years and it
hasn’t gotten old yet. Pajama party time for
kids and adults! We start the game night
early—say 4 p.m. with everyone in their
pajamas. See if you can get a color scheme
going on the pajamas if you aren’t the sort of
family that does matching. The youngest child
picks the ﬁrst game to be played until you get
to the oldest child. The idea is that each one
gets to play a round of one of their favorite
games that night. It can be super fun if you like
game playing. For the ﬁrst games, all
attendants of New Year’s Eve should play no
matter how old.
Naturally through the night, the younger
ones will get too tired to play so it’s best to do
their games ﬁrst. All kids feel invested because
each of them got to pick one. We save more
complicated ones for the end when there’s only
a few adults left and kids have lost interest.

time waiting for the clock to
strike midnight. This keeps
everyone in earshot of activities
even if they are needing some
space from it all. I’ve done adult
coloring books, a basket of
unopened Lego mini ﬁgures,
embroidery projects, knitting
projects.

wants to make it. “I hope
everyone has a great year!”
That would work too. Then
you have a keepsake at the
end that has everyone’s hopes
and dreams for the coming
year no matter how big or
small.
In Japan at New Year’s, we
take a piece of paper and
write wishes on it and tie
Suggestions on Games
them to a tree. You can see
Everyone has their own
bare branches trees covered
preferences for games and there
with colorful pieces of paper
are new ones coming out all the
near Buddhist temples. I’ve
time. If you’re stuck wondering
continued this tradition with
what to play and you don’t have
my children. Conversely, if
many on hand, The Toy Store in
there’s things that you don’t
Quincy is a great resource.
want to follow in the new
They’re pretty well stocked on
A game night pajama party can be extra fun because it allows each
year, have everyone write
games for all ages. Big hits for
participant to name the game of their choice. File photos
those on a piece of paper and
us have been the game Ticket to
when you have all the “bad”
Ride, Wingspan, (for older
thoughts or occurrences of 2021, throw them
kids), UNO is a perennial favorite, and
Blank Book and Japanese Wishes
on the ﬁre, to cleanse the household of the
bananagrams. Games where each person’s turn
Find some notebook in the house that you
negative of the closing year.
is under ﬁve minutes is key to keeping interest,
meant to write in and never did. Create a book
They will have fun. You will have fun. Now
and games where the most number of people
for the night. Have each attendant write a wish
you can start the New Year with an empty
can play or play in teams.
for the new year in it. Maybe it’s something
fridge and ﬁll it in the morning with the
Other suggestions on game night are to
they hope to do in the new year or maybe it’s
vegetables you meant to eat instead — and no
create mini-tournaments with a ‘playoﬀ’ game
something they hope to achieve. For example,
hangover either which will come in handy
that creates a champion team. White elephant
“let’s make that dream trip to Hawaii happen”
when some little one of yours screams into
gifts make great prizes for this too (the key is
or “this is the year I learn to ride a bike.” It can
your ear ‘what’s for breakfast?’ HCL
not going to the store one more time).
be as simple or as complicated as the person

has the perfect gift for everyone on
your list!
For Dad: Recliners from ...............$549
100 in stock!

For Mom: Dining Room Table Sets $
50 in stock! from ......

Wandering Kid Stations
Part of game night is a full
acknowledgement that people will wander oﬀ,
get bored, or just have short attention spans to
begin with. Enter the short attention span
stations. On a surface that’s not being used, set
up a puzzle that those needing some alone
time can add to while the main game is going
on. I also (depending on the age and interest of
the children at game night) add a ‘craft station’
somewhere in the living room so party goers
have an option when they need some down

1000s of
gift
ideas,
all on
sale
now!

For Grandpa: Rocking

688

6 to choose from!

Chairs....

For Your Sister:

A new bed!
$
Queen Sets from

599

100s of Accessories too!
530.257.7788 • zaengles.com

Main Street in Front of Walmart • 2800 Main St., Susanville
*Interest will be calculated on your account from the purchase date. If the purchase balance is not
paid in full within 6 months or if you make a late payment, interest will be charged on the total purchase.

NO INTEREST
WITH PAYMENTS
FOR 6 MONTHS!*
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A lifetime of memories captured with her art

Each holiday season, Nansi Bohne sends hand-painted Christmas cards to her family and friends. This card is destined for someone
special this year.
By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com

W

ife, mother, school board
member, county supervisor —
Plumas County resident Nansi
Bohne has been known by many
diﬀerent titles. She also survived
the loss of a child and returned to college
later in life to help assuage that pain. She has
led a full and varied life, but always, there has
been one constant: her art.
“After my husband and children were in
bed, sometimes I would be up to two or three
in the morning painting,” Nansi said during
an interview on a recent fall afternoon. We
are at the table in her cozy kitchen — the
place where she paints in the winter months;

in the summer she prefers the outdoor patio.
At this point in the year, she is busy
painting Christmas cards for her family and
friends. She has lost count of how many cards
and paintings she has produced during her
life, but she estimates it to be at least a
thousand.
She fears that many of her works were lost
in the Dixie Fire as she knows many families
who had her work hanging on their walls. If
she didn’t give them directly as gifts, they
were purchased during a charity auction or
won in a fundraiser raﬄe.
Nansi works in acrylics, oils, watercolors
and pen and ink. Her paintings range from

her hand-painted cards to 4x8 feet canvases.
She remembers fondly the holiday season
when downtown Greenville storefronts were
transformed with her lighted backdrops “The
whole town was encased in lights,” she said.
Now in her 80s, Nansi remembers that she
has always been drawn to art. “My mom, who
I lost when I was 7, would give me crayons
and a coloring book,” she said of her earliest
memory of their life at Engel Mine. But she
didn’t always color in the lines. “One time I
took out her makeup and painted all of the
walkways,” she said.
Most of Nansi’s work features buildings
and landscapes, and while she works from
High Country Life • December 2021
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She paints mostly
from the comfort of
her kitchen table,
with a lifetime of
memories to
draw upon
memory, and from photographs, as well as
live — setting up an easel and painting
outside — she no longer does much of the
latter. She has found herself in some
precarious situations. If she was painting
right along the roadway, that could be
dangerous, but if she hiked to a remote area,
she felt vulnerable.
So for now, it’s mostly from the comfort of
her kitchen table with a lifetime of memories
to draw upon. Her favorite subjects are those
that provide a connection. She points out a
pen-and-ink drawing of a line of chairs at the
family lodge. “That’s where we used to
gather,” she said, smiling at the memory.
Another pen and ink depicts her brother Bill
(now deceased) on his tractor clearing the
land. She believes those regular eﬀorts by Bill
saved the lodge from the Dixie Fire.
Nansi has a folder of her smaller works
and photographs of almost everything she
ever painted stored on her computer. She has

A rendition of her beloved Greenville.

The façade of a home on Main Street in Quincy captivated Nansi
Bohne, and she set up her easel across the street to capture it.

Many of the thousand or so paintings that Nansi Bohne has done
over the years feature Greenville, her home of 65 years. This
church, which burned in the ﬁre, is one of them.

From the most recent
in off-road technology to
the hottest new
snowmobiles, we can
help you find the
recreational vehicle
that’s made for you!

SERVICE & REPAIR
AUTO • TRUCK
R.V. • BOATS
We Tow Them & Fix Them, Too!

180 NUGGET LANE
QUINCY, CA 95971

530.283.1162
ODETTE SWIFT

Broker/Realtor • 530.310.0727
#00337314

lassenlandandhomes.com • 530.257.7727
30
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DIANE McGILL

Transaction Manager
530.260.6085 • #02038602

“your friendly hooker”

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT REPAIRS
REGULAR MAINTENANCE
AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
TIMING BELTS • OIL CHANGES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS
CONTRACT
STATION

Serving you for over 41 years.

QUINCY TOW S

ERVICE

Honda Generators!
123 Crescent St., Hwy 70, Quincy • 8888 2 RIDE 1 • 530.283.2136

& REPAIR

For all your towing needs

www.QuincyTow.com
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Nansi’s art has brought
her great joy and solace
over the years, and
continues to do so in the
wake of the Dixie Fire

“I painted this the day after Greenville
burned,” Nansi Bohne said in an interview,
adding that it captured how she was feeling.

This popular attraction at the Graeagle Mill Pond draws many customers and it drew the attention of Nansi Bohne.

We hope it doesn’t happen, but
please be prepared in case.

YOGA • CYCLING • MASSAGE
We’re OPEN! Schedule online,
mountainyogastudio.com, or MINDBODY.

Massage therapist...Prairie’s Blissful Bodyworks
Prairie is a yoga and fitness teacher of over 20 years. She has a deep passion for the body and all
aspects of it which brought her interest to massage therapy. Being a physically active individual brings
her a wide range of understanding and knowledge of muscle soreness and tension and how to release
it. Her yoga background has given her a great edge on anatomy as well as relieving stress and tension from every day living.
She specializes in deep tissue massage, hot stone massage, cupping and Gua Sha. Book online or on MINDBODY or call 530.310.5277.

FREE DRY BRUSHING OR HOT STONES with purchase of a Deep Tissue Massage in December or January! • Gift Certificates

Also...Mandy Heard, CMT began her career in 2006 after attending massage school at The Body Being
Massage Center in Truckee. Since then she has continued her education and has also become
certified in the Bellanina Facelift Massage technique, and most recently a certified yoga
instructor specializing in teaching restorative yoga. She has a passion for helping
others relax and de-stress! “I feel massage is not just a luxury, it's a way to a
healthier, happier life.” Book online or on MINDBODY or call 530.310.3651.

Mini Facial with any 1 hour massage • Special on Skin Care Basket! • Gift Certificates

32

High Country Life • December 2021

OUTAGE
PREPAREDNESS
TIPS
Have a power outage
emergency kit ready, which
should include:
• Alternative light sources for
each member of your family, such
as flashlights.
• Alternative cooking source
• Matches and spare batteries
• Bottled water and nonperishable food for at least 3
days, including for pets
• First aid kit
• Battery powered radio
• If on a well, fill bathtub with
water for bathing and flushing
• Get a rechargeable power bank
for charging cell phones

Mountain Yoga Studio is a warm, welcoming yoga studio for everyone.
We have created an inviting and dedicated studio that’s accessible to all.

Visit our outage information map on lmud.org by clicking on the Outage Center. Receive text
alerts on your mobile device - enroll by texting LMUD to 877.754.7697.

mountainyogastudio.com • 530.251.6028 • 2005 Main St., Susanville

530.257.4174 • lmud.org • 65 S. Roop St., Susanville
High Country Life • December 2021
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Though the Dixie Fire destroyed the beloved museum, its image lives on.

OPEN DAILY 7 AM-10 PM
Groceries, Variety, Meats, Liquors, Wines and More!
TWO LOCATIONS! Portola: 88 West Sierra Ave., 530.832.5062 • Loyalton: 606 Main St., 530.993.4397
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This is one of Nansi Bohne’s favorite images
because it captures the Quincy courthouse as
well as the Veterans Memorial. She calls it
“United We Stand.”

a system. “I ﬁnish the painting, clean up the
paints, take a photo, and put it on the
computer,” she said. “Then I start another
one.”
Some of her works include collages —
that’s when she paints an image, tears it into
pieces, and then reassembles it. One of her
favorites is a collage of Quincy that she calls
“United We Stand.” Unfortunately, many of
her collages were lost when a bag fell out of
her car in Quincy. She still has hope that one
day they might turn up — and that’s as not
far-fetched as it seems.
Back in 1975, when Bohne was a Plumas
County Supervisor, one of her fellow
supervisors asked her to paint a particular
scene for him. She did and the oil painting
hung in the boardroom for a decade or more.
“Then one day, I noticed it was gone. I asked
around and no one seemed to know anything
about it. We did a fast search of the oﬃces in
the courthouse, and we did not ﬁnd it.” But
she regularly thought of it. Then in 2017, she
stopped at the Nifty Thrifty in Portola, and
“lo-and-behold, after all these years, there it
was on their wall.” She was elated.
Nansi’s art has brought her great joy and
solace over the years, and continues to do so
in the wake of the Dixie Fire. While her ﬁrst
work after the ﬁre was a stark pen and ink
image of some ﬂowers, she has resumed her
colorful works depicting the places that she
loves.
Though Nansi is a Quincy resident now,
she spent 65 years in Greenville. Before the
ﬁre, Nansi would return at least once a week
to visit friends or stop in at the market. Some
of the buildings that she owned and the
places that she loved to frequent are now
gone, and her trips post-ﬁre have been
painful. But she has her memories, and
thanks to her art, she still has some beautiful
images captured for herself and generations
to come. HCL

As we move into the cooler and
exceptionally beautiful Fall
weather of our region, Plumas
Crisis Intervention & Resource
Center (PCIRC) continues to serve
individuals, seniors, Veterans, and
families throughout Plumas
County, as well as Dixie Fire
survivors, with the many needs
associated with the change in
season.
PCIRC offers the following
programs, services, and resources
throughout the year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homeless Prevention
Deposit/Rent Assistance
Utility Assistance
Propane & Heating Fuel
Emergency Shelter as available
Food Pantry Staples
Hygiene items
Diapers/Wipes
Pet Food
Winter Clothing
Case Management
Peer Counseling
Household Supplies
Grief Counseling
Stabilization Services

The agency has started its
winter coat drive at its
temporary offices located at
Ohana House at 175 Main
Street in Quincy. Contact
phone is 530-283-5515.
The Dragonfly, a
symbol of change,
adaptability, and
transformation toward
new beginnings continues
to serve as our agency
symbol. It is important to
remember a smile, a hug and a
few words of kindness go very

far in
bringing a
little hope and brightness to
everyone’s day.
PCIRC partnered with the
Cal Fire Foundation, United Way
of Northern California, and
generous donors to distribute over
1,275 gift cards to Dixie Fire
survivors. The agency is working
diligently to expand Plumas
County’s housing stock available
for permanent housing. Staff will
soon be sharing plans of action to
secure rentals, purchase trailers
and work on the development of
tiny homes as new interim
housing options throughout the
county.
The quest to secure, renovate
and implement services at the
North Star Navigation Center
continues. This
facility
will

operate as the county’s first
shelter to serve the homeless and
provide an array of services
including emergency food,
clothing, and shelter; physical
and mental health services; peer
and grief counseling; intensive
case management; assistance
with benefits; housing
navigation; and transition to
permanent housing. This model
will reduce the costs associated
with utilizing emergency motel
sheltering and eliminate the lack
of available rooms for the
homeless.
We encourage those
interested in becoming an Angel
donor and joining our mission to
expand housing and program
services to our most vulnerable
populations in Plumas County to
contact us. Inquiries can be
made by calling Scott McCallum,
Executive Director or Cathy
Rahmeyer, Director of Operations
at 530-283-5515.

In almost every part of the world, the Dragonﬂy symbolizes change,
transformation, adaptability and self-realization.
The Dragonﬂy has been a symbol of happiness, new beginnings and
change for many centuries. The Dragonﬂy means hope,
change and love.

Plumas Crisis Intervention and Resource Center (PCIRC)
175 Main Street, Quincy • 530 .283. 5515
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This is a tube feeder. Tube
feeders are cylinders with
perches and feeding ports.
Those with perches above the
openings attract birds like
goldﬁnches and chickadees that
can feed upside down. Those
with small perches discourage
large birds from feeding.
Photos courtesy of
Gardener’s Supply Company

Gift ideas for bird watchers and gardeners

By Melinda Myers
Gardening author
Special to High Country Life

This is a tray or platform bird feeder — sure to attract a large variety of bird species.

G

ive a gift that provides beauty,
entertainment and health beneﬁts
throughout the year. With the
recent increase in people gardening
and bird watching, what could be
more perfect than a gift that supports both
interests?

appreciate the help birds provide managing
insect pests. Protein-rich insects and spiders
are an essential part of the diet of 96 percent
of North American terrestrial birds.
Growing a landscape ﬁlled with plants that
provide seeds, berries and shelter is a great
way to attract these welcome guests to our

Birds visiting feeders, munching on the
coneﬂower seeds in the garden and perching
in the shelter of evergreens help brighten the
long, often dreary days of winter. Just like
gardening, bird watching helps us connect
with nature, reduces stress and elevates our
mood. Plus, the gardeners on your list will

$

00
389,0

$

00
190,0

PRICE REDUCTION!
273 Farrar Dr.,
Chester
$

00
649,0

671-825 Oak Way,
Westwood
$

00
519,0

$

00
175,0

PRICE REDUCTION!
666-670 Spring Creek Drive,
Clear Creek
$

,000
2,650

Lake Almanor
Real Estate
342 Meadow Road
Chester

289 Clifford Drive • Lake Almanor

530-259-5687
DRE #01857475
A member of the BHHS Affiliates, LLC
BHHSLakeAlmanor.com

$

00
370,5

247 Feather Drive
Chester
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110 Foxglove Lane
Lake Almanor West

131 Kokanee Trail
Lake Almanor West

gardens. Providing additional sources of
food, water and shelter can increase the
number and diversity of the winged visitors.
Help your gift recipient create a bird
feeding station so they can easily watch the
birds and enjoy their songs. Include a variety
of feeders suited to the birds they want to
attract. Select feeders that are easy to ﬁll and
clean and protect seed from weather and
squirrels.
You’ll attract a wide range of birds with tray
and platform feeders. Look for ones like the
Gardener’s Supply Twigs Platform Bird Feeder
that has a cover to protect the seed from rain
and snow and a removable mesh ﬂoor for easy
cleaning. Platform feeders like this, with
excellent drainage, help minimize the risk of
wet seed sprouting or supporting bacteria
and fungi that can harm the birds. Help keep
seeds safe and fresh with regular cleaning and
by only providing enough seed for a day or
two.
Hopper or house feeders protect seed
against the weather and bird droppings. But
if the seed gets wet, the closed environment is
perfect for bacteria and fungi to thrive. Plus,
they are more diﬃcult to clean.
Tube feeders are cylinders with perches and
feeding ports. Those with perches above the
openings attract birds like goldﬁnches and
chickadees that can feed upside down. Those
with small perches discourage large birds
from feeding. Select tube feeders with small
ports for smaller seeds like Nyjer thistle and
ones with larger openings for large seeds.
Look for ones with wire surrounds to keep
out squirrels and those that are easy to clean
like the Gardener’s Supply Cleaver Clean Tube
Feeder with a removable bottom. Reduce
problems on other tube feeders by blocking
the bottom of the tube that extends below the
lowest feeding port. Seed and water can
collect there, increasing the risk of fungi and
bacteria.
Clean feeders regularly with a 10 percent
non-chlorine bleach solution, commercial
birdfeeder cleaner or mild solution of
unscented dishwashing soap. Wash the inside
and outside of the feeder, perches and
feeding ports. Once cleaned, rinse with clear

TURNING 65?
Need help sorting through the
Medicare details?

Lori can help!
Specializing In:

Medicare Supplements • Health Plans
Retirement Planning • Life Insurance • Annuities
Lori Morrell Lomas, EA • CA. Lic. #0B06912

feather financial
Tax and Insurance Services

www.featherfinancial.com • featherfinancial@gmail.com
Serving Plumas County Since 1992.

(530) 283-2341

20A Crescent St., Quincy • Fax: 283-2740
High Country Life • December 2021

37

HCL 12.21 MASTER SPREADS USE:Layout 1 copy

water and dry before reﬁlling.
Provide some shelter from wind, snow, rain
and predators for birds spending the winter
in your landscape. Supplement what trees
and shrubs provide by including a few
roosting boxes and pockets. Gardener’s
Supply fair trade roosting pockets
(gardeners.com) are attractive, easy to hang,
provide some needed insulation and are easy
for birds to enter and exit.
Make sure to provide water throughout the
year. Those in colder climates will need to add
a heater, bubbler or aerator to prevent the
water from freezing. Providing fresh water
reduces the calories and body heat a bird uses
when melting snow and ice.
Select a birdbath that can be left outside
year-round to avoid cracks and leaks as water
freezes and place it in a sunny area. Add a few
stones so the birds can take a sip without
getting totally wet. Keep these clean just as

11/18/21
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gift of one or more birdhouses. These make
attractive additions to any landscape while
providing more homes for visiting songbirds.
When selecting the right gift for your
favorite bird watcher or gardener consider
creating or expanding your own bird-friendly
landscape. A small investment in creating a
bird habitat reaps wonderful beneﬁts all year
round.

Roosting pockets provide some needed
insulation for birds and are easy for them
to enter and exit.
you do during warmer months.
Looking for more ideas? Help your favorite
birder prepare for the nesting season with a

It’s a ‘Magical Country Christmas’
The celebration
kicks off the
holiday season
Saturday, Dec. 4
in Historic Uptown
Susanville

About Melinda Myers
Melinda Myers is the author of more than
20 gardening books, including “The Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook” and “Small Space
Gardening.” She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything” DVD series and the
nationally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV and radio program. Myers is a
columnist and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. Her web site is
MelindaMyers.com. HCL

U
Howard Construction is a locally owned
and operated full service construction
company. Owner Kyle Howard has been
in the construction field since 1978,
building custom homes and other
structures in the Lake Almanor
Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks
customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection.
We take pride in professionalism,
quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

New Homes
Remodels
Decks • Porches
Carports • Garages
Roofing • Plumbing
Electrical • Painting
Concrete Work
EPA Certified in
Renovations
and Repair
Testing • Evaluation
Documentation
Removal

ptown Susanville’s Magical Country
Christmas — one of Susanville’s
most beloved holiday events — will
be held from 5 to 7 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 4 in Historic Uptown
Susanville. The Historic Uptown Susanville
Association, the city of Susanville and Les
Schwab Tire Center sponsor this spectacular,

fun-ﬁlled family event.
The celebration includes a variety of live
musical and entertainment events, a dazzling
Christmas Parade, a Toys for Tots collection
drive, the famous tree lighting in front of the
Susanville Elks Lodge and a dazzing ﬁreworks
show to ring in the Christmas season.
Uptown Main Street will be closed to

through traﬃc during the celebration and
hundreds of local residents pack Main Street
to catch a glimpse of Santa’s arrival during the
parade and make sure they don’t miss a single
second of the excitement.
See the following next two pages for scenes
from previous Magical Country Christmas
celebrations. HCL

Order
Your Holida
y
Turkey &
Ham!

kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com
530.258.3541, Office • 530.258.1601, Cell • Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727
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We have gourmet spice blends
and sauces, Mile High Mill flour,
local honey, breads from Truckee
Bread Co. and so much more!

Idaho Grocery

2120 Main St., Susanville
530.257.2194
High Country Life • December 2021
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Local residents display a variety of emotions when
the ﬁreworks show begins.

3:27 PM

Page 40

One year, the Magical Country Christmas parade included a ﬂoat featuring a
nativity scene. File photos

Local children join in the Christmas
cheer during the Magical Country
Christmas parade.

The spectacular ﬁreworks show about the Susanville Elks Lodge has become the
beautiful and spectacular ﬁnale of the Magical Country Christmas extravaganza.

We feature hundreds of quilt kits,
books, patterns, notions and
fabrics galore. Shop online for kits,
panels and fabrics. Stop by the
store to say hello and select fabrics
from a rainbow of colors!

www.quiltkitstore.com
HOURS: Tues-Sat 9 am-6 pm
Here comes Santa, sleigh and all, getting a
lift on a vintage ﬁre engine.
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www.countrypinesquiltshop.com
704-395 Richmond Rd. East, Susanville • 530.257.4071
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Flower Corps en Pointe and the Dew
Fairy, Jillaine Singleton, dance across the
stage in “The Nutcracker.” File photo

December 2021:

The holiday tradition continues with ‘The Nutcracker’

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

The Most Affordable and Reliable
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

Sales • Installation • Service
GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.
B/C-10 • CSL #562340 • tlw@citlink.net

Cal Thurber, Jr • 530-259-4995 office/fax • 530-258-6690 cell
“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”
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M

ore than 100 local children pack
the tryouts each year for an
opportunity to participate in
heartwarming performances of
“The Nutcracker Ballet” at the
Veterans Memorial Hall — presented by the
Lassen County Arts Council and Susanville’s
Best of Broadway with assistance from the
professional dancers at the Reno Dance
Company.
Tentative performances this year are set for
7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 2, 7 p.m. Friday Dec. 3
and 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, subject to
change.
For nearly two hours, about 20 professional
ballet dancers will mingle on stage with local
dancers and children performing the famous
ballet in a satisfying, spirited and uplifting
show.
Dancers from the Reno Dance Company —
voted Reno’s Best Dance Company in 2016 —
share the stage with local dancers and
children and together they create a dazzling
and heartwarming production that’s bound
to get you in the Christmas spirit.
High Country Life • December 2021

43

HCL 12.21 MASTER SPREADS USE:Layout 1 copy

11/18/21

3:27 PM

The Lassen County Arts Council and the Susanville’s Best of
Broadway present the Reno Dance Company in “The Nutcracker
Ballet.” In 2019 more than 150 local youth participated. File photos

Page 44

The Peppermint Hoops raise their hoops in the air during a
performance of “The Nutcracker.”

Maple Sugar
Cured Ham,
Smoked Turkey
(Whole & Half )
Choose from a
variety of gift
baskets ﬁlled
with our
delicious meats,
made right here!

702-865 Richmond Rd.,
Susanville

530.257.2527
M-F 8-5:30, Sat 9-4

44

High Country Life • December 2021

The Nutcracker Ballet”
The ballet is based on “The Nutcracker and
the King of Mice” by E.T. A. Hoﬀman. While
many details of the story have changed — the
basic plot remains: It’s the story of a young
German girl who dreams of a Nutcracker Prince.
Marius Petipa created the ballet based on a
revised version of the story by Alexander
Dumas.
“The Nutcracker,” of course, begins at a
Christmas Eve party, and daughter Clara falls
asleep with her beloved Nutcracker in her arms,
and she begins to dream.
At midnight the stage undergoes a magical
transformation — a battle with the Mouse King,
an army of toy soldiers, a journey to the
enchanted Land of Snow where the Nutcracker
turns into a Prince who takes Clara to the Land
of Sweets where they meet the Sugar Plum Fairy.
In the end, Clara ﬁnally awakens from her
dream, still holding her beloved nutcracker in
her arms.
And, as an added plus, “The Nutcracker”
contains some of the season’s most beloved
holiday music that the audience is sure to
recognize. It’s pretty hard to walk out of the
Veteran’s Memorial Hall without one of those
tunes bouncing around in your head. Why you
might even be humming one or two of them
quietly to yourself all the way home.
For tickets or more information, call the
Lassen County Arts Council at 257-5222. HCL

Local dancers perform as Russian Tea Cakes during the local
“Nutcracker” performance alongside the Reno Dance Company.

Snow ﬂurries ﬁll the stage as the Snowﬂakes en Pointe and Reno
Dance Company members close out the ﬁrst half of the show.

www.LakeAlmanorBrokers.com
452 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor
Phone: (530) 596-3303 • Fax: (530) 596-3330

119 Main St., Chester
Phone: (530) 258-3303 • Fax: (530) 258-4873

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

BRE #01948890
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Lighting up the
fairgrounds with
holiday cheer

NOW OFFERING SOLAR!
Free On-Site Evaluation
• All Electrical Work and Service Calls
• Affordable Electrical Service
• Installation
• Repair and Service
• Reliable, Trusted and Professional
• We Also Repair Septic Tanks

Don’t miss the 15th annual Festival of Lights
at the Lassen County Fairgrounds

before your power goes out!
Order your GENERAC for public safety power shutoffs!
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once
a year. Let Universal Electric be the one to guarantee your
generator is working properly when the utility power fails.

INDIAN VALLEY, CA • SINCE 2001
Fully Insured & Bonded
Hazmat Certified

• Residential
• Rural
• Commercial

CSLB #1017018
Tax ID #27-2428261

File photos
775.771.5493 Megan Neer • 530.394.1036 Aaron Neer
spurstrucking@frontiernet.net

New Installs • Service
Repair • Service Calls
Free Estimates
All Electrical Work
LOCALLY
OWNED AND
OPERATED
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CA LIC #840585

ccording to the Lassen County Fair’s
website, “This year’s Festival of
Lights is going to be the best one
yet.
“We are hoping that all of our
sponsors, local businesses,
organizations/clubs and even the local
Scrooges participate.
“Help spread the word that we want to light
up the fairgrounds with holiday cheer.”

Dates and times for the drive-through
5 to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 3
5 to 9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4
5 to 8 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 5
5 to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10
5 to 9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11
5 to 8 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12
5 to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 17
5 to 9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 18
5 to 8 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19
5 to 9 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 23
5 to 9 p.m. Christmas Eve, Friday, Dec. 24
5 to 9 p.m. Christmas Day, Saturday,
Dec. 25. HCL

Feed, Seed & Treats

NEW LOCATION!

530.691.1633 • 607 Main Street, Chester • Michelle Watkins, Owner
High Country Life • December 2021
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Wish

No resolutions, but a

Builders Supply

for the New Year
darkened corner of the room, “Say, baby, do
ya wanna hopak?” Da! Ja! Si! Are you kidding
me?”
Seriously, though, the state of our nation
and the world concerns me on the cusp of this
New Year. I certainly don’t want to ﬁnd
myself, those I love and all the rest of us at the
bottom of some festering heap because we
can’t get along. That would be pretty darn
dumb, in my humble opinion. A horrible
waste.
Anyone with open eyes must recognize we
have many bridges and fences to mend in our
own country and around the world.
When I was an angry young man more than
half a lifetime ago, I couldn’t understand
those who didn’t agree with me. My world was
literally black and white. I was right, they
were wrong, and that was that. The issues
were so very simple to ﬁgure out back then.
Since then I’ve realized life is much more
complex than that. Left or right, conservative
or liberal, Democrat or Republican — those
are simply labels designed to push us apart,
and today it seems so many of us have drawn
so many hard and fast lines in the sand that
now disapproval, name calling and disrespect

reign. With each passing day it seems these
divisions drive more and more of us to the
lunatic fringe on both sides. That saddens me.
The truth is neither the left nor the right can
save us because those brands simply keep us
from having the real conversations we need to
have.
Nope, no resolutions this time, but a wish
instead. My wish for our New Year is that we
all ﬁnd a way to leave the petty chants, the
bombastic cheers and the head dropping
rhetoric of shallow, banal, bumper sticker
ideology behind us and come together to
create a place that will work for everyone in
our already great, powerful and prosperous
land. I hope you’ll pause to take a deep
breath, look around and see what you can do
right here in Susanville to make our little
corner of the world a better place.
And ﬁnally, many thanks to my Finnish
friends — Timo, Simo and Dimo — who
introduced me to the joys of hopak one New
Year’s Eve celebration so many years ago.
Sadly, that apartment ﬂoor will never be the
same. Luckily, the landlord never ﬁgured out
I was the one to blame.
Here’s wishing us all a Happy New Year. HCL

Supplying all your building
needs for over
50 years!

A Division of

• Building Materials
• Doors
• Hardware
• Paint - Interior/Exterior
• Lumber
• Plumbing Supplies
- and much more!

TRAEGER DEALER

540 Main St.
Chester

530.258.2131

collinsco.com/Locations/BuildersSupply

By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

More on Tax Scams
Here’s how taxpayers can tell if it’s really the IRS calling. The IRS will never:
• Call to demand immediate payment using a specific payment method such as a gift card, prepaid debit card or
wire transfer. Generally, the IRS will first mail a bill to any taxpayer who owes taxes.
• Demand that taxpayers pay taxes without the opportunity to question or appeal the amount they owe. All
taxpayers should be aware of their rights.
•Threaten to bring in local police, immigration officers or other law enforcement to have the taxpayer arrested for
not paying.
• Threaten to revoke the taxpayer’s driver’s license, business licenses or immigration status.
Any taxpayer who thinks they’ve been targeted by a scammer should:
• Contact the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration to report a phone scam. Use their IRS
Impersonation Scam Reporting webpage or call 800-366-4484.
• Report phone scams to the Federal Trade Commission. Use the FTC Complaint Assistant on FTC.gov. They
should add “IRS phone scam” in the notes.
• Report threatening or harassing telephone calls claiming to be from the IRS to
phishing@irs.gov. Taxpayers should include “IRS phone scam” in the subject line.

BEQUETTE & KIMMEL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION
307 W Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0680 • 17 Highway 89, Graeagle • 530.836.0193
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I

’ve never been big on New Year’s
resolutions simply because I seldom
keep them. The idea of setting a goal to
commence on that arbitrary day doesn’t
work for me — especially if I burn down
the evening before partying like i’ts 1999, and
I wind up wearing a lampshade or two as I
gleefully hopak the night away in front of the
Christmas tree only to wake all groggy-eyed
on New Year’s Day in a face-to-face
confrontation with a massive change I have to
make in my life staring back at me with
creepy anticipation from the edge of my
crumpled pillow before I even get to enjoy my
ﬁrst sip of morning Joe. I hate it when that
happens, and I sadly discover I’ve just set
myself up for failure again. Nyet! Nine! No!
Are you kidding me?
Still, I guess we human beings have been
celebrating this silly New Year’s thing for
thousands of years and making and breaking
our desperate resolutions ever since the very
moment after we realized there actually was
such a thing as a New Year, and some
demented fool who could only rise from his
stupor to a squat urgently yelled out from a

Larry Smith
Broker/Owner
(530) 310-1592
#00551162

Donna Smith
Broker/Assoc.
(530) 310-1593
#01377515

Tanya Mineau
Realtor Assoc.
(530) 310-6551
#01980655

Shaun Heard
Realtor Assoc.
(530) 310-1234
#02033691

Cheyenne Rea
Realtor
(530) 310-8490
#02101270

Shantel McDonald

Andy Rupley

Realtor
(616) 212-0222
#02117589

Realtor
775) 815-7914
#02120444
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Don’t drink
and drive on
New Year’s Eve

T

he Babylonians began celebrating the
New Year on the ﬁrst full moon after
the spring equinox about 4,000 years
ago.
Our modern celebration here in
Northeastern California comes as we will turn
the ﬁnal page on 2021 and welcome the new
year of 2022. Many if not most of us will
celebrate New Year’s Eve — a festive time when

it’s easy to overindulge with alcohol. And here’s
a simple message we all should heed. If you
drink, don’t drive. And don’t even think about
getting into a car driven by someone who’s
been drinking.
The good news is the number of drunk
driving accidents nationwide has declined
since the 1980s, but even so, New Year’s is still
the worst time for drunk drivers and drunk

30 ways to celebrate a merry month

driving accidents. Drunk drivers cause about
63.5 percent of fatal motor vehicle accidents in
California. In 2011 more than 180,000 drivers
were arrested for driving under the inﬂuence
and more than 1,800 people were killed by
drunk drivers.
Here’s a really sobering statistic to consider.
There’s a good chance you may be involved in a
drunk-driving accident — some estimates are
as high as two out of three people will be
involved in such a crash during their lifetime.
Here are some tips of which everyone should
be aware on New Year’s Eve.
Remember, the average person can
metabolize the alcohol in one drink per hour
— a 12-ounce beer, a 5-ounce glass of wine or a
1.5-ounce shot or mixed drink.
And don’t forget, if you have a hangover the
next morning — you may still be intoxicated.
Despite an assortment of home remedies,
there is no fast way to sober up.
And to bring up a diﬀerent but still
important subject, texting while driving can
make you as much as six times more dangerous
than a drunk driver.
Be safe everybody on New Year’s Eve. Don’t
drink and drive. HCL

simple like buying a coﬀee for a complete
stranger.
7. Feed birds facing the cold, winter
weather.
8. Take a ride or walk around the
neighborhood to look at decorated houses.
9. Make a ﬁre in a ﬁre pit in the yard and
toast marshmallows while sipping hot
chocolate.
10. Binge watch holiday movies.
11. Attend the concert of a children’s choir.
12. Help a friend decorate his or her home.
13. Host a tree-trimming party.
14. Schedule a day for baking cookies.
15. Sing Christmas carols at a nursing
home.
16. Put together care packages of items and
send them to troops overseas.
17. Share the holidays with a military family
whose spouse is in service and can’t make it
home.
18. Oﬀer to shop for someone who is
homebound due to age, a chronic illness

T

he holiday season begins in late
November and runs through New Year’s
Day. It is marked by various gatherings
of friends and family, decadent foods,
cocktails, traveling, and gift exchanges.
The National Retail Federation says
consumers will spend an average of $967
during the holiday season.
However, the joy of the holidays also is
about all of the memorable experiences that
tend to make the season so beloved.
With that in mind, here are 30 ways to make
the holiday season that much more merry.
1. Visit with an elderly or housebound
neighbor and share conversation.
2. Donate gently used toys to a children’s
hospital.
3. Research the history of the holiday and
share it with people you care about.
4. Make handmade Christmas tree
ornaments.
5. Donate money to a charity or other
good cause.
6. Encourage “pay it forward” movements
in your community. Start by doing something

50
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or injury.
19. Visit a large city to look at Christmas
window displays.
20. Buy and hang real mistletoe … and use
it.
21. Make a new friend and invite him or
her to a holiday party for the ﬁrst time.
22. Babysit a newborn so his or her parents
can get errands done or just catch up on rest.
23. Volunteer at a soup kitchen.
24. Share the religious traditions of your
holiday with someone of a diﬀerent faith.
25. If weather permits, go sledding, build a
snowman or have a snowball ﬁght.
26. Share favorite memories at family
holiday dinners.
27. Remember a deceased loved one with a
special tribute.
28. Construct a gingerbread house.
29. Teach someone how to make a
cherished family recipe.
30. Surprise a distant relative with an
impromptu visit. HCL

Services
Available:
• 24/7 Cardlock Fueling
• Unleaded & Diesel Fuel
• Bulk fuel deliveries from
100 to 10,000 gallons
• Propane
• Equipment Installation, Repair
and Maintenance

We offer a budget plan with set installments so you
are never left out in the cold. We’re here to ensure your
comfort all winter with reliable and efficient propane service.

Serving all of Lassen and Plumas Counties

www.edstaub.com • 530.257.3416 • 702-190 Johnstonville Rd., Susanville
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Holiday baking gets even sweeter with brownies

W

hat would the holidays be
without delicious foods to
share with loved ones? In fact,
crafting elaborate meals and
baking goodies is par for the
course once the weather begins to cool and
decorations turn up on businesses and
homes.
Many people have tried-and-true recipes they
rely on each year, but there’s always the
possibility to give new tasty tidbits a try.
There are so many tantalizing desserts to
tickle the tongue, but this recipe for “Rocky
Recchiuti Brownies” from “Chocolate
Obsession” (Stewart, Tabori & Chang) by
Michael Recchiuti and Fran Gage yields rich
and chewy brownies that no holiday
celebrant will be able to resist.
Rocky Recchiuti Brownies
Makes 16 brownies
51⁄2 ounces 100 percent unsweetened
chocolate, coarsely chopped, divided
10 tablespoons (5 ounces) unsalted butter
with 82 percent butterfat, cut into 1-inch
slices.
2⁄3 cup (31⁄2 ounces) unbleached all-purpose
ﬂour
1⁄2 teaspoon kosher salt
3 extra-large eggs, at room temperature
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract, preferably
Madagascar Bourbon
11⁄3 cups granulated cane sugar
1⁄3 cup walnut halves, roasted and roughly
chopped
6 Tahitian Vanilla Bean Marshmallows,
each 11⁄2 inches square, cut into quarters (see
recipe below)

Preheat the oven to 325 F. Line the
bottom of an 8-inch square baking pan with
parchment paper and liberally coat the paper
and the pan sides with ﬂavorless vegetable oil.
Put 3 ounces of the chocolate and the
butter in a medium stainless-steel bowl and
set over a pot of simmering water. Heat,
stirring occasionally, until the chocolate and
butter melt and are fully combined and the
mixture is smooth. Lift the bowl from the pot.
Set aside.
Sift the ﬂour and salt together into a
bowl. In another bowl, combine the eggs and
vanilla extract and whisk together by hand
until blended. Whisk in the sugar.
Whisk the egg mixture into the
chocolate. Add the ﬂour and the remaining
21⁄2 ounces chocolate to the batter and, using
a rubber spatula, mix well. Then mix in the
walnuts.
Pour the batter into the prepared pan.
Spread it evenly with a small oﬀset spatula.
Scatter the marshmallow pieces evenly over
the surface and push them halfway into the
batter. The tops should remain uncovered.
Bake on the middle shelf of the oven until
the marshmallows are browned and a skewer
inserted into the center of the brownie sheet
comes out with some batter clinging to it,
about 45 minutes. Let cool completely in the
pan on a wire rack, then cover with plastic
wrap and refrigerate until cold.
Run a table knife around the edge of the
pan to loosen the sides of the brownie, and
then slide the brownie, still on the paper,
onto a work surface. Using a ruler to guide
you and a sharp knife, cut into sixteen 2-inch
squares. Store in an airtight container in the
refrigerator for up to 3 weeks.
Tahitian Vanilla Bean Marshmallows
About 40 marshmallows
Flavorless vegetable oil for the pan
33⁄4 teaspoons unﬂavored gelatin
3 tablespoons water
2 cups granulated cane sugar, divided into
halves

11⁄2 cups light corn syrup
4 extra-large egg whites, at room
temperature
1 Tahitian vanilla bean, split horizontally
About 3 cups powdered cane sugar for
ﬁnishing
Line the bottom of an 8-by-12-inch sheet
pan with parchment paper and lightly coat
the paper and the pan sides with ﬂavorless
vegetable oil. Put the gelatin in a small bowl.
Add the water and stir. Set aside to soften.
Combine 1 cup of the sugar with the corn
syrup in a large, heavy-bottomed pot. Use an
unlined copper pot if you have one. Place over
medium heat and cook, stirring occasionally
with a wooden spoon, until the sugar melts.
Then continue to cook, without stirring, until
the mixture reaches 230 F on a candy
thermometer. If any crystals form on the sides
of the pan and the mixture heats, wash them
down with a wet pastry brush.
Meanwhile, put the egg whites in the
bowl of a stand mixer ﬁtted with the whip
attachment. Scrape the seeds from the vanilla
bean into the bowl.
When the sugar syrup reaches 240 F, start
to beat the egg whites on medium speed.
When the whites form very soft peaks, add
the remaining 1 cup sugar and continue
beating.
When the sugar syrup reaches 250 F,
remove it from the heat and stir in the
softened gelatin. The syrup will foam up and
triple in volume. Switch the mixer to high
speed and slowly pour the syrup into the
beaten egg whites, aiming for the side of the
bowl. The whites will almost double in
volume. Reduce the speed to medium-high
and beat until the whites (not the outside of
the bowl) are lukewarm to the touch, about
114 F, about 15 minutes.
Scrape the marshmallow mixture into the
prepared pan and, using a small oﬀset
spatula, spread it evenly to the sides. Let cool
completely at room temperature.
To cut the marshmallows, sift about 1⁄2
cup of the powdered sugar onto a work
surface in a rectangle the size of a sheet pan.

Rev. Todd DuBord

Former Chaplain for Chuck Norris

Sift another 2 cups powdered sugar into a
large bowl. Run a thin-bladed knife around
the edge of the pan to loosen the
marshmallow. Invert the pan onto the
sugared surface to unmold, then lift oﬀ the
pan and peel oﬀ the parchment paper. Sift
about 1⁄2 cup powdered sugar evenly over the
top. Using a ruler to guide you and a lightly
oiled sharp knife, cut the marshmallow sheet
into 11⁄2-inch squares. It is easier if you use a
pressing motion, rather than pull the knife.
After cutting, toss the marshmallows, a
few at a time, in the bowl of powdered sugar,
coating them lightly. HCL

SIS-Q-LOG
5-LOG BUNDLES

OLYMPUS
WOOD PELLETS

702-340
JOHNSTONVILLE
RD.,
SUSANVILLE

530.257.5123
paylessbuildingsupply.com

HOURS:
Mon-Sat 8-4

52

High Country Life • December 2021

High Country Life • December 2021

53

HCL 12.21 MASTER SPREADS USE:Layout 1 copy

11/18/21

3:28 PM

Page 54

High Country Life family recipes shared
“Women in the Small family have to learn
to cook because the men in the Small
family love to eat.” — Eva Small

T

he above quote is especially true
during the holidays. Over the years
Quincy resident Eva Small and her
daughter, Teri, have perfected a
number of recipes that their husbands
appreciate, and they are sharing a few
of them with our readers. Eva Small’s rum
balls are always a hit at the Feather Publishing
oﬃces during the holidays and that recipe is
included here.

vanilla and spices, until well combined. Store
in glass jar with screw-on lid in the
refrigerator, will keep for at least six months.
To use: mix 1-2 Tbsp. of the mix with 6-8
oz. hot water, stir until sugar dissolves and
butter is melted. Stir in 2 oz. rum.
This is also delicious straight out of the jar as a

Stir in 1 tsp vanilla
Spread dough into 2 greased 8x8 pans, or
one 9x12. Use buttered hands or back of a
buttered spoon to help spread it. Dough will
be stiﬀ and crumbly.
Sprinkle evenly over dough (if using two
8x8 pans, put half of each of these in each
pan):
One 12-oz pkg chocolate chips
1 cup shredded coconut
1 cup chopped raw nuts (walnuts or pecans)
Topping:
Beat 3 egg whites to froth. Add 1 cup
brown sugar. Beat until stiﬀ.
Spread carefully on top. It will try to stick to
the nuts.
Bake 350° about 25 minutes.
Let cool slightly, then cut into squares.

Teri York
Roasted green beans with cranberries
1 cup fresh whole cranberries
One 24-oz bag frozen French cut
Eva Small
green beans
Rum Balls
1 tsp salt
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
1/8 tsp pepper
½ cup granulated sugar
¼ to ½ tsp red pepper
3 Tablespoons white corn syrup
ﬂakes
Melt chocolate on low
½ tsp dried thyme
heat, stir in sugar and corn
3 Tbs olive oil
syrup.
Preheat oven to
Remove from heat.
375°
Stir in ½ cup rum or
Oil a large baking
bourbon.
sheet. Mix
Stir in 1-1/2 cups crushed
cranberries and green
vanilla wafers or graham
beans with olive oil and
crackers.
the salt, pepper, red
Stir in 1 cup chopped walnuts
Everyone agrees: Eva Small’s rum balls are too yummy for this world.
pepper ﬂakes and thyme.
or pecans.
Spread evenly on the
spread
Let cool until you can handle it
baking sheet. Bake 30-40 minutes.
on toast.
comfortably.
Top with spiced nut mix (below) before
Makes a great gift: place the mix in a jar
Use a tablespoon to scoop dough, roll into
serving.
with a good lid, label it with instructions.
balls.
Decorate the jar with some ribbons.
Roll in powdered sugar or chopped nuts or
Spiced nut mix
coconut.
2 Tbs chopped roasted nuts (hazelnut,
Eva Small
Store in tight container in refrigerator.
almond or mixed nuts)
Aunt Mae’s Cookies
1 tsp thyme
My grandmother’s sister Mae sent this
Eva Small
1 tsp sesame seeds
recipe to my mom around 1970. It just said
Sugared Walnuts
1 tsp lemon zest
‘Cookies’ on the top of the recipe card, but we
My mom made this every year in Paradise,
all started calling them ‘Aunt Mae’s Cookies’
usually just before Christmas, since we had
Teri York
and the name stuck. They became a family
several walnut trees. It keeps in a tin canister
Hot Buttered Rum batter mix
favorite very year for the holidays.
or container with a tight lid on the counter, as
1 stick (½ cup) salted butter
In a large mixing bowl, combine:
long as the kitchen isn’t too hot.
½ cup light brown sugar
¼ cup brown sugar
1-1/2 cups brown sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract
¾ cup butter
½ cup white sugar
1 tsp ground cinnamon
½ cup white sugar
½ cup canned evaporated milk
1 tsp ground cloves
3 egg yolks.
4 Tbsp white corn syrup
1 tsp ground nutmeg
Sift dry ingredients together, then add to
Cook to soft ball or about 290 degrees,
1 tsp ground allspice
above mix:
stirring continuously. May take 4 to 4-1/2
2 oz dark or aged rum
2 cups ﬂour
minutes.
6 oz hot water
1 tsp baking powder
Add 3 cups walnut meats.
Cinnamon stick for garnish (optional)
¼ tsp salt
Remove from heat.
Mix softened stick of butter with the sugar,
¼ tsp baking soda
Stir until walnuts are coated with mix.
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Visit our website, susanvilleautocenter.com, to download the PDF
and start coloring! Then bring it to the dealership and put it on the
window for voting. We have bikes for 12 kids!

3 Winners Per Age Group: 3-5 • 6-8 • 9-11 • 12-13
Winner will be drawn December 18, 2021, 12 pm.

— VALUABLE COUPON —

FREE ALIGNMENT
...with purchase of 4 tires.
Expires 12.31.21
SUSANVILLE FORD CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
704-485 Richmond Rd. E., Susanville

— VALUABLE COUPON —

Oil Change $3999

Up to 5 quarts synthetic blend.
Expires 12.31.21
SUSANVILLE FORD CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
704-485 Richmond Rd. E., Susanville

— VALUABLE COUPON —
Coolant Flush $14999
All makes and models.
Expires 12.31.21
SUSANVILLE FORD CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
704-485 Richmond Rd. E., Susanville

SALES HOURS: Monday-Friday 8-6 • Saturday 9-6 SERVICE HOURS: Monday-Friday 8-6 • Saturday 9-6

