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I

t’s February and there’s a lot to
appreciate this month: Valentine’s Day
and chocolates; Presidents’ Day and a
three-day weekend; Groundhog Day
and a visit from our favorite critter.
February is the last gasp of winter before the
days transition slowly into spring. It’s the
perfect time to go snowshoeing or crosscountry skiing; build a snowman or make
snow angels.
In this month’s issue, our writers have
embraced February and winter. Ever build an

igloo? There are some tips to help you try it.
Want to get cozy? Study a little about hygge.
Searching for some interesting recipes? Our
own Eva Small tries out some favorite White
House recipes from our First Ladies.
In whatever manner you decide to spend
your days, we hope that you ﬁnd much to love
about February and our area, and that you
enjoy our latest edition of High Country Life.
Happy Valentine’s Day!

From the staff of High Country Life
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T

he recent series of snowstorms
brought challenges with it this
winter, but it also brought
unparalleled beauty. Feather
Publishing asked residents to
share some of their favorite photos
and they did. We included a few on
the following pages we thought our
readers would enjoy.
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The Bidwell House in Chester is picturesque as it stands covered in snow. Photo by Patty Dailey

The sun peeks over the hills in this shot from Highway 89 near Sattley. Photo by Debbie Moessinger

Saving
money just
got easier.
Track your usage and take
the guesswork out of your bill
with SmartHub.
Through detailed graphs, youʼll be
able to monitor usage 24/7 and track
your consumption, finding ways to
reduce and save.
...All in the palm of your hand and online.

Download the SmartHub
app by visiting lmud.org,
or on your device through the
Apple App Store or Google Play.

lmud.org • 530.257.4174 • 65 South Roop St., Susanville
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A view of Main Street in Quincy. Photo by John Kimmel

Bear tracks make their way down the sidewalk on Main Street in
Quincy following a snowfall. Photo by Kimberly Carroll

A colorful sunset against the drama of pure white snow in Clio.
Photo by Debbie Moessinger

This is the exterior of the Hayes’ barn between Crescent Mills and
Greenville in Mt. Hough Estates. Photo by Dennis Hayes

Richard Stockton, CLU ChFC, Agent, Lic #0B68653 • richard@richardstockton.us
530.283.0565 • 70 E. Main St., Quincy, CA • www.richardstockton.us
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, Bloomington, IL
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Have a happy, hygge February in the Lost Sierra
By Lauren Westmoreland
lwestmoreland@plumasnews.com

B

y February, everyone has usually had
their ﬁll of chilly winter weather and
we start to look with anticipation
toward the ﬁrst day of spring, not far
ahead on March 20.
Until we reach that seasonal milestone, the
days can seem to drag along, but I have found
that the concept of ‘hygge living’ continues to
get me through the worst of the dreary
February days each year.

Hygge is a fun word (pronounced hueguh) used as both a noun and a verb that is
regarded as a deﬁning characteristic of Danish
culture, meaning “a quality of coziness and
comfortable conviviality that engenders a
feeling of contentment of well-being.”
Outside of Denmark, hygge is referred to
as “the good feeling you get from a wellcurated, cozy, and aesthetically pleasing
environment.”
Basically, it’s that good feeling I get when
I’m wrapped up in a soft blanket, with a
steaming cup of chai and one of my antique
Louisa May Alcott books, preferably near a
crackling ﬁre on a rainy day.

Winter is still hanging on!
Don’t get caught out in the cold...
fill up your propane tank today!
We offer a budget pay plan so you’re
never left out in the cold!
Bulk fuel deliveries from 100-10,000 gallons
Propane
Equipment Installation, Repair and Maintenance
24/7 Cardlock Fueling • Unleaded and Diesel Fuel

It’s an obsession with well-being, coziness,
and happiness - a train that I am more than
willing to jump on, especially during the
darker, colder months of the year.
It’s such an enticing concept that at least
eight books were published on the topic in
2017 alone, with one of my personal favorites
being The Little Book of Hygge by Meik
Wiking.
A lot of us indulge in hygge without
knowing it, in those moments when we are
truly present, fully enjoying every moment.
Another deﬁnition of hygge is along the lines
of ‘the art of creating intimacy’- either with
yourself, friends, or your home.
I see hygge alive and well in the Lost Sierra,
when groups of volunteers lose themselves in
the excitement of putting together the perfect
gift basket for children with their friends, or in
the way that members of the community come
together into a warm bubble of coziness
despite the temperatures each and every year
for time-honored traditions such as the
Christmas Tree lightings in Portola and
Graeagle.
These things have been made more
precious for all of the hardship and loss of the
recent pandemic years.
All through the darker months, hygge is a
concept that can help to break up the
mundane and bring a little more joy into each
day, and thankfully, it doesn’t take a New Years’
resolution or drastic lifestyle overhaul to
incorporate it into our daily lives.
Above and beyond everything else, hygge
is being simply aware of a good moment, and
making it last. As we enter the second month
of 2022, I wish you all a large dose of hygge,
however you might discover it for yourself.

Five Hygge Hobbies to Try

Serving all of Lassen and Plumas Counties
www.edstaub.com • 530.257.3416 • 702-190 Johnstonville Rd., Susanville
10

High Country Life • February 2022

The concept of a hygge hobby is to ﬁnd
something that brings richness and ﬂavor to
your life, to break up the everyday monotony
of work and chores, and to give yourself
freedom to just be. Here are ﬁve ideas for your
February in the Lost Sierra!

1. Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing
Take in the wild and scenic grandeur of the
Lost Sierra with a hygge hike into the woods. In
the eastern portion of Plumas County,
beginner ski trails are maintained in PlumasEureka State Park, including the 2.5-mile
groomed Jamison Canyon Ski Trail that takes
oﬀ from the park museum parking lot.
Other trails begin at the Eureka Bowl
downhill ski area, and more advanced terrain
suited for telemarking leads to Eureka Peak.
2. Visit a Feather River
Land Trust Preserve
For those craving a playground for winter
birding and photography, Feather River Land
Trust (FRLT) has ﬁve unique and magical
nature preserves across the Feather River
watershed.
The preserves oﬀer wonderful birding,
beautiful vistas from mountains to historic
barns, and scenic trails which oﬀer their own
sense of hygge in a diﬀerent way each season.
Each preserve showcases a diﬀerent aspect of
the Lost Sierra.
As a local land trust, FRLT owns and
manages these lands for diverse uses including
nature-based recreation and outdoor
education.
3. Plan a garden
Sit down with a steaming mug of hot
chocolate and plan your perfect garden — it
will be time to start seeds before you know it,
and there is more incentive to grow your own
food now than ever.
There are a wide variety of drought
resistant, hardy vegetables that can be grown
in the Lost Sierra. A great resource for
planning a garden in Plumas County is the
University of California Master Gardeners of
Plumas and Sierra Counties.
The UC Master Gardener Program for
Plumas & Sierra Counties is available for more
information at 208 Fairground Rd., Quincy, CA
95971 or by calling (530) 283-6270.

4. Bake a loaf of bread
I know that bread machines have evolved
the art and science of making bread while still
handling the many cares of life, but I will
always advocate for the occasional handmade
loaf.
There’s nothing quite like the tactile
experience of the dough beneath your ﬁngers,
alive and warm, and to be honest, the
kneading portion can also be great anger
management. How many other recipes call for
a few solid minutes of thwacking and
punching?

5. Practice the art of journaling
Yes, New Year’s Day has come and gone,
and resolutions are being attended to with
varying degrees of success.
Why not attempt to write a few lines each
morning or evening? Remind yourself of your
purpose and keep track of little things that you
ﬁnd meaningful amidst the turning of the
wheel of time.
Whether you journal from home or the
snowy woods, in words or in pictures,
journaling is a hygge way to cultivate
mindfulness and insight. HCL

...for easy, stress free tax help!
Income Tax Preparation for Individuals and Businesses
FREE eFile
Tax Problem Resolution • Accounting, Payroll, Insurance

Lori Morrell Lomas, EA
Lic. #0B06912

featherfinancial.com • featherfinancial@gmail.com • 20A Crescent St., Quincy
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Dave Stamey — a
Western Music Hall of
Fame member — wowed
the audience during a
performance at the
Monticola Club in
Susanville.
File photo

Lassen County Fair hosts inaugural Cowboy Festival
By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

A

nybody’s who’s spent any time at all
in Lassen County must have noticed
— we have herds and herds of cows
grazing nearly everywhere. And one
need not be a rocket scientist to realize where

there are cows, you’re also sure to ﬁnd real
cowboys and cowgirls.
And so, it shouldn’t be a big surprise that
when Kaitlin Downing, the fair’s new general
manager, and the Lassen County Fair
Advisory Board put their heads together to
come up with new events at the Lassen
County Fairgrounds, they decided to host a
Cowboy Festival. While the event may be new
to our neck of the woods, let me tell you pard,

Local people and local products
supporting our community.

RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL
Call us for a

FREE ESTIMATE

(530) 258-3306
www.digitconst.com
CA Lic #747715 • LTO #A11254
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Serving Plumas and
Lassen Counties
for over 24 years

cowboy festivals are held annually all across
the Golden State and the nation.
“Some of our members have been trying
to get cowboy poetry going on, and then we
decided to make it a weekend festival since
that seems to be the draw,” Downing said.
“We talked about having a performer, singersongwriter end the night and maybe have
some poetry during the day. We talked to a lot
of other cowboy festivals — there’s a big one
in Elko, and we talked to them over there.”
Our local festival will be held Friday, Feb.
4 and Saturday, Feb.5 at the Lassen County
Fairgrounds in the Industrial Building.
Admission during the day is free, but there is
a $25 admission charge for concerts (held
from 6 to 10 p.m.) each night featuring
popular cowboy artists Dave Stamey and
Sourdough Slim and Robert Armstrong.
Seating is limited and at deadline sales were
brisk. Get your tickets now to avoid
disappointment. To get a ticket, go to
tickets.lassencountyfair.org/p/tickets.
“We just had the Desperado concert in
there, and the stage and the acoustics worked
out really well, so we decided to move it in
there,” Downing said. “We put some paneling
and insulation up in there, and it worked out
really well. We’ll have the vendors in Jensen
Hall. Hopefully we can spill over into a couple
of buildings for vendors” if the number of
vendors continues to grow as the festival
nears.
“It will be a good event,” Downing said.
“The only thing you need a ticket for is the
concert at night. Sourdough Slim and Robert
Armstrong are going to open, and Dave
Stamey is our headliner. We’re really excited
to have him.”
The daytime festivities include a chili
cook-oﬀ sponsored by Lassen Land and Trails
Trust, and the Lassen College gunsmithing
students and rodeo team will make
presentations and promote their programs.

Sourdough Slim and Robert Armstrong — popular and big-time performers on their own — open for Dave Stamey at the Lassen County
Cowboy Festival concerts held Friday, Feb. 4 and Saturday, Feb. 5 at the Lassen County Fairgrounds. Photo submitted
But that’s not all.
“We’re putting together a lineup of free
performers throughout the day to come and
see while you check out the western vendors,”
Downing said. “We’ll have clothing,
leathersmiths, woodworkers hopefully — a
smaller version of the big shopping centers
for people to shop in.”
In addition, the festival will feature food
and drink as well as adult beverages.
Dave Stamey
Dave Stamey is the real deal — a 2016
inductee into the Western Music Hall of
Fame.
According to his press kit, “Cowboys and
Indians Magazine has called him ‘the Charlie
Russell of Western Music.’ Western
Horseman Magazine has declared his
‘Vaquero Song’ to be one of the greatest
Western songs of all time. And True West
Magazine named him Best Living Western
Solo Musician four years in a row.
“Stamey has been a cowboy, a mule packer,
a dude wrangler, and is now one of the most
popular Western entertainers working today.
“He has been voted seven times
Entertainer of the Year, seven times Male
Performer of the Year and ﬁve times
Songwriter of the Year by the Western Music
Association, and (he) received the Will Rogers
Award from the Academy of Western Artists.

He’s delighted audiences in 23 states, and (he)
ﬁnds that he prefers this to being stomped by
angry horses.”
Stamey is no stranger to Lassen County
audiences as he appeared in two recent sold
out shows — one at the Monticola Club and
another at the Honey Lake Valley Association
Hall.
In a review of his Monticola Club show, the
Lassen County Times reported, “Stamey
performed cowboy songs … with a passion and
perspective that could only come from a man
who’s spent many long hours in the saddle
punchin’ cows. In fact, members of several
local ranching families were in attendance,

Let Us Handle Your Website
So You Can Focus on Your Business.
Web Design • Web Development • Support
Maintenance • Updates • Speed Optimization
eCommerce Sites • Membership Sites

HOURS: Tues-Sat 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-5pm. Closed Mondays

smcdesign.dev • 530.616.8111 • info@smcdesign.dev

530.283.1949 • 875 E. Main St., Quincy
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Stamey, a well-known
singer of western songs,
performs at the Honey
Lake Valley Association
Hall in Susanville.
File photo

Lassen Land and Trails Trust brings its Chili Cookoﬀ — held annually at the Rails To Trails Festival — to the Cowboy Festival at the
Lassen County Fairgrounds. File photo
and one organizer said some ranchers came
from as far away as Alturas and Chico to see
Stamey in concert.”
After his Honey Lake Valley Association
show, the Times said, “A Dave Stamey concert
is a singular experience imparting the
connection of soul felt when visiting an old
friend. A sense of shared history as Americans
is conveyed by this gifted guitar-picking,
singing storyteller as he brings to life the raw
beauty of our country. His love for the journey
of our cowpoke predecessors draws every
listener in while oﬀering a front seat into a
glimpse of the past.”
Visit his website at davestamey.com.
A Valentine
to Remember!
5 bedrooms, 3 baths and built in 1876. This stunning 3786
sq.ft. home offers old world charm paired with modern
conveniences. Call today to tour your piece of history in
Historic Uptown Susanville. $525,000
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Sourdough Slim and Robert Armstrong
Sourdough Slim and Robert Armstrong
are two “jolly troubadours” and frequent
performers at Cowboy Festivals across the
west. But it would be a mistake to pigeonhole
these versatile and popular performers and
2021 has been a big year for them. Slim has
been cast in the Apple TV+ sitcom “High
Desert” starring Patricia Arquette and
produced by Ben Stiller. Not bad for a
yodeling cowboy comic who plays accordion!
His singing and yodeling drew the
attention of four-time Academy Award
winning sound designer Ben Burtt (Star Wars,
Indiana Jones and Wall-E), and in early
October Slim was working at Skywalker
Sound Studios recording for a Lucas Films
project.
In 2011, Slim was again nominated as
Entertainer of the Year by the Western Music
Association.
Other upcoming shows include the Sutter
Creek Theatre on Feb. 12, the Coﬀee Gallery
Backstage on April 22, The Santa Clarita
Cowboy Festival April 23-24 and the Turlock
Community Theatre April 30.
The Union in Grass Valley called Slim,
“One of the greatest singing cowboys of our
time,” and Calaveras news reported Slim was
“A must see for those who love to be
thoroughly entertained.”

And then there’s Slims partner of the last
15 years, Robert Armstrong.
In a story in Fretboard Journal, Slim
talked about Armstrong.
“He is immersed in the music of the ’20s
and ’30s, and he’s a virtuoso on so many
different string instruments. So many
musicians can play the notes, but he has a
feel for it that really makes a difference. He
knows how to do it, and it’s in his blood.”
Armstrong was one of the founding
members of the Cheap Suit Serenaders (with
Robert Crumb and The Keep On Truckin’
Orchestra).
In the Fretboard Journal story, Crumb

said, “I hit it off with Armstrong right away,
and I thought he was a guy loaded with
talent. He could draw really well and made
funny cartoons and comics, and (he) was
also a really excellent guitar and banjo
player.”
And here’s some trivia for you. He played
the musical saw on the soundtrack for the
film “One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest.”
Armstrong has illustrated a number of
books, written and illustrated a number of
comics and his artwork has been displayed
in many galleries around the world.
You can visit his website at
armstrongartandnoveltyhut.com. HCL
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Good news and bad news for Camp Fleischmann

With everything ﬂat on the ground, it is hard to determine that this photo shows what was 12 staﬀ cabins, several staﬀ tents and the
block walls of the generator storage building. All that is left of the cabins are the greenish colored metal roofs covering the ground.
Photo by Gregg Scott

By Gregg Scott
Staﬀ Writer

Editor’s note: In our September 2021
issue, Gregg Scott wrote a feature on
Camp Fleischmann, the Scout camp that
holds fond memories for many. Then
came the Dixie Fire. This is a follow-up on
the camp’s current status and the
restoration challenges that lay ahead.

530.283.3292
Cell 530.519.3407

Fax 530.283.2033

Laura E, Sprague
Owner

PO Box 119
Quincy, CA
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The beautiful rock columns and bright green roof of the
riﬂe/shotgun range cover was reduced to a mass of black and gray
residue and a warped and inverted roof. An almost identical
archery range did not fare any better. Photos by Gregg Scott

This is what’s left of the “Medic Shack” which consisted of a
treatment room and Camp Medic quarters along with medical
equipment and supplies. The 0utside area was used as a teaching
area. The amazing good news from this is that this structure was
located only 20-25 feet from the dining hall. Conjecture is that the
two steel refrigeration units at the north end of the hall saved the
largest structure from burning.

T

he premier Scout Camp of the Nevada
Area Council of Scouting USA is
located just up the Juniper Lake Road
north of Chester. Thanks to the Dixie
Fire there have been some major
changes to Camp Fleischmann. Several
important aspects of the camp were
destroyed including: the entire staﬀ village
and generator building, the riﬂe range and
archery structures, the medic shack and the
log fort.
The black powder range, blacksmith forge
and mountain man area called The Ridge are
also destroyed. The waterfront looks pretty
stark without the storage structures and few
living trees. Most of the forest on the 90plus acres is destroyed or badly damaged.
Campsites don’t look quite like they did
earlier last summer.
Now the good news: The chapel has only
minor damage and the dining hall, trading
post/warehouse and shower house are all
intact. The area called ‘Eagle Creek’ that
features six extremely varied climbing walls
was also spared, but only by inches. Yes, it is
going to require a tremendous eﬀort to bring
this once beautiful camp back to its former
glory and, in time, for the natural beauty to
return. There are many who hope there is the
will and determination to do just that.
(Continued on page 19)
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Local Non-Profits

Committed to Our Community
Sierra Nevada Journeys Celebrates Permanent Home for STEM Education

F

or the past 13 years, Sierra Nevada
Journeys (SNJ), an outdoor science
education nonprofit, has helped
more than 200,000 youth immerse
themselves in nature through science
to fuel their own unique connections
and discoveries. The 515-acre Grizzly
Creek Ranch (GCR) in Portola is now
a permanent home for SNJ to inspire
and serve youth.
They recently celebrated the completion of a
capital campaign and purchased GCR –
where they have been
hosting

camps and outdoor school for more than a
decade. Each year, more than 7,000 campers
from across the regions attend programs at GCR.
Local Schools Participate
Many of the youth who attend SNJ’s
programs come from nearby communities and
schools, including: C. Roy Carmichael,
Loyalton, Johnstonville, Janesville and Shaffer
elementary schools; Loyalton and Portola high
schools; and Feather River College.
High school students from Portola, Quincy
and Chester recently spent a few days at the
camp working on leadership
skills, teambuilding and
environmental education.
“These eleventh and
twelfth grade students are
at a significant turning
point in their journey to
adulthood. Environmental
education provides key
impacts, such as
improving
academic performance,
enhancing critical
thinking and
developing personal
growth and life-building
skills, including confidence, autonomy, and
leadership. Also, we’ve seen
environmental education increase
civic engagement and positive
environmental behaviors,” says
Executive Director Adam Yarnes.
“We want our local students to experience these
same growth opportunities.”
Partnerships with organizations like Plumas
Corporation supported this most recent
leadership camp for local
students.

Learning Experiences that Impact Our
Unique Mountain Community – Forest
Ecology
“We look forward to building on Plumas
Bank’s recent work with the Dixie Fire Fund in
raising the discussion on long-term
sustainability,” added Yarnes. “While the bank
provides disaster relief and long-term
revitalization, SNJ focuses on what we do best –
education through hands-on learning
experiences. One of our most notable lesson
series is Forest Ecology. With the devastation
and impacts of forest fires in Northern
California, it is important
that the education of our
future generations creates a
foundation for stewardship
and respect of our forests.”
Forest Ecology takes
students from the valley to
the top of the mountains.
They learn about forest
ecology, adaptations,
survival and the
interactions that make our
forest such a dynamic
place. Students stop at
several key locations along
the trail to participate in
hands-on activities that teach a variety of
subjects including forest fires, food sources,
survival adaptations of plants and animals,
human history, shelter building and key
principles regarding environmental
stewardship.
“Our 515-acres of land at GCR make the
perfect teaching environment. Feather River
College uses our camp for its forestry program
with in-depth discussions on forest
management. outdoors and nature. It is a
more powerful experience compared than
reading it in a book,” said Yarnes.
SNJ’s goal is to give students an edge up
academically, but also in building
confidence, creating collaboration among
peers and developing leadership skills.
Visit sierranevadajourneys.org to learn
more.

“We look forward
to building on
Plumas Bank’s
work with the Dixie
Fire Fund...”

Above and right:
Students practice their
leadership and
teambuilding skills on
the challenge course at
Grizzly Creek Ranch.
Below: Plumas Bank
employees test their
science skills at a
Sierra Nevada
Journeys’ STEM station
which demonstrates
why the balloon
doesn’t pop when the
skewer is inserted
through the balloon.

This photo was taken from the southwest edge of the Blue Lake Camp site, looking to the southwest. It is a very good example of the
destruction that took place to the once beautiful surrounding forest. Campsites can be cleaned up and refurbished, but it will take years
and maybe decades to bring back the natural splendor that so many have enjoyed. Photo by Gregg Scott
(Continued from page 16)
While talking with a representative from the
Nevada Area Council it became very clear
that the limitations of insurance policies are
not really designed to beneﬁt the insured as
much as we might expect. When asked how
much it might cost to ‘restore’ the basic camp

accommodations and equipment, the
response was, “Who knows? It may run into
the millions.” The plan at this time is to
spend the spring, summer and fall of 2022
trying to do clean-up and disposal, and
rebuild as much as possible. The camp will
not be open for Scout programs. Best-case

scenario is with lots of help (volunteers and
ﬁnancial donations), along with cooperating
weather, they hope to once again open for
Scouting programs by the summer of 2023. If
anyone in Lassen or Plumas counties can
help, please call the Nevada Area Council
oﬃce at (775) 787-1111. HCL

This page sponsored by:

HERE.
For
Good.

plumasbank.com

Mattresses • Bedding
Accessories • Furnishings
Come by and say hi! Monday-Saturday 10-5 •

11 LINDAN AVE, QUINCY • 530.283.9318
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Collins Pine: Continuing a long legacy of commitment

The Collins Pine Museum is a great place to look back at the history of the company that helped put Chester on the map. Eighty years of
jobs and community involvement are just two aspects of the legacy the Collins family have left. Photos courtesy of Collins Pine

By Gregg Scott
Staﬀ writer

M

any folks who live in Plumas
County may know that the Collins
Pine Company has been an integral
part of the Chester Community for
more than 80 years. Many of the
local Collins’ timberlands were purchased
right around the beginning of the 20th
Century and then in 1941, Truman Collins, a
third-generation lumberman, made the
commitment to manage those lands on a

Trust your
investment to the
experts in auto
body repair and service!
Diagnostic Checks • Spray-In Bedliners
Free Estimates • All Insurance Accepted
Only AAA Approved Shop in Lassen County
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

lassenautobodysusanville.com

530.257.2882

755 Alexander Ave., Susanville
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M-F 8am-4pm
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Numerous natural and
manmade situations
have challenged
sustainability

TYRUS CHIMNEY SWEEP
Tyrus Herbertson, Owner

tyruschimneysweep@gmail.com • tyruschimneysweep.com
CA Contractor’s Lic. #988352
F.I.R.E. Certified Inspector
#FCI 256
CSIA Cert #6167

PO Box 3273, Quincy, CA

530.927.7459

OPEN MON-FRI 10-5

531 Main St., Quincy
530.283.2266

Once a harvested tree is delivered to the Collins mill, it begins the
process of becoming lumber. Up to the loading deck and into the
conveyor belt that will take it through the de-barker and onto the
head-rig saw. This is a view from the de-barker controller’s cab
overlooking the operation.
sustainable basis in order to provide stable
employment in northern Plumas County.
Sustainable is and has been the key word
for the Collins’ timber management model as
well as the operational management of the
saw mill. In November of 2000, Collins
celebrated the cutting of the Ponderosa Pine
that represented the 2 billionth board foot
that had been harvested from the roughly
94,000 acres managed by the company locally.
The sustainability was proven in that the same
94,000 acres actually still had more than
enough timber still growing to achieve the
same results over the next 60 years (2060).
Along with the hundreds, if not
thousands, of local jobs that were created
during that same period, the family’s
commitment to the community led them to
set up a continuing scholarship fund that has
helped hundreds of Chester High graduates to
attend college. They have donated funds and
land to help build a local hospital and sports
complex, local housing and the Methodist
Church just to mention a few of the ways they
have helped maintain sustainability in the
community.
This brings us to the main focus of this
story. Over the decades there have been
numerous natural and manmade situations
that have challenged the sustainability model
used by Collins. Fast growing, shade tolerant
white ﬁr trees trying to take over the forest is a

This is what you would see if you were standing behind the
sawyer operating the head-rig for the Collins Pine mill. Once he
reduces the log into various size slabs and cants, it will then
move on down the line to edgers, trimmers and gang saws to
create diﬀerent sized dimensional lumber.

Rev. Todd DuBord

Former Chaplain for Chuck Norris
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DESCRIPTION
This course provides training in
the use of tools of wildland fire
suppression, and experience on
the co-operative working
relationship of a wildland fire
suppression crew.
Subject coverage includes
responsibility of a fire
crewperson, safe working habits,
hand tools and fire pumps, map
and compass, tool maintenance,
pumping operations and safety,
wildland fire tactics, mop-up
activities, fireline construction,
fireline location and radio use.

CONTACT
For more information,
please contact
LCC Fire Technology Program
Director Dan Weaver at
Dweaver@lassencollege.edu

22
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FS 8-Wildland
Fire Suppression

The process ends with the transformation
of a rough, round log into many units of
lumber of numerous dimensional sizes and
lengths. Here they are sitting in the yard
waiting to be loaded on a truck for
shipment to locations across the country
and beyond. Nice ﬁnish to a productive
day’s work.

INSET: One of the very important
functions in any mill is the saw ﬁler’s
room. This is where all the cutting tools
in the mill are kept razor sharp to ensure
fast, productive and safe cutting of the
wood products. The saw ﬁler has a direct
impact on the production and safety of
the mill. Photos courtesy of Collins Pine

constant challenge, questionable bureaucratic
regulations based on questionable science
have slowed proper management techniques
and scheduling around the weather always is a
challenge.
Harvesting, planting and thinning
operations and even road maintenance is
subject to all of these variables. Varying log
sizes dictate constant updating of sawmill and
planing equipment and of course ﬁre, natural
and manmade, can be devastating. The recent
Dixie Fire aﬀected approximately 60 percent
of the Collins Forest. Best guesses estimate
that about one third of the company’s
inventory was killed by the inferno. Many of
those trees can be salvaged, but there is a
limited time frame to accomplish that goal.
To meet that challenge, Collins is
changing the mill operations to meet the
immediate need as well as future needs when
green tree harvest will be greatly reduced due
to the glut of ‘Dixie’ salvage trees. Collins is in
the process of hiring another shift of

employees to increase both saw mill and
planing mill production.
Human Resource Manager Janice White
stressed that there is a wide range of people
the company is looking for. Applications for
positions ranging from entry level labor and
clean-up to more skilled positions like
mechanics, electricians, millwrights and
lumber graders are being accepted. Some folks
have already been hired, but they are still
looking for 20 or more people.
White also stressed they are truly looking
for career-oriented people who want to learn
and advance swiftly. There will be quite a few
long-time employees retiring in the next few
years and those jobs will need to be ﬁlled as
well.
The company oﬀers competitive salaries
and a complete beneﬁts package. For more
information you can visit Collinswood.com or
contact the Chester oﬃce at 500 Main Street
in Chester or by phone at (530) 258-2111 and
select Human Resources on the menu. HCL

Here’s How Saying “I Do” Can Affect a Couple’s
Tax Situation
Marriage changes many things and taxes is one of them. Newlyweds should know how tying the knot can affect
their tax situation. Here’s a tax checklist for newly married couples:
Name and address changes
Name: when a name changes through marriage, it is important to report that change to the Social Security
Administration. The name on a person’s tax return must match what is on file at the SSA. If it doesn’t, it could
delay any tax refund. To update information, taxpayers should file Form SS-5, Application for a Social Security
Card. It is available on SSA.gov, by calling (800) 772-1213 or at a local SSA office.
Address
If marriage means a change of address, the IRS and U.S. Postal Service need to know. To do that, people should
send the IRS Form 8822, Change of Address.
Withholding
After getting married, couples should consider changing their withholding. Newly married couples must give their
employers a new Form W-4, Employee’s Withholding Allowance within 10 days. If both spouses work, they may
move into a higher tax bracket or be affected by the additional Medicare tax. They can use the Tax Withholding
Estimator on IRS.gov to help complete a new Form W-4.
Filing status
Married people can choose to file their federal income taxes jointly or separately each year.
While filing jointly is usually more beneficial, it’s best to figure the tax both ways to find
out which works best. Remember, if a couple is married as of December 31, the law
says they’re married for the whole year for tax purposes.

BEQUETTE & KIMMEL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION
307 W Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0680 • 17 Highway 89, Graeagle • 530.836.0193
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Building an igloo that sleeps three

Daniel Shea is ready for bed in
the freshly built igloo, kept warm
by a portable woodstove.
Photo by Graham Shea

By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com

W

From left, JK, 15; Daniel, 13; and Natalie, 11 pose with their uncle, Graham Shea, in front of
the igloo the four built on the Shea family’s ranch in Quincy. Photo submitted

OVER 300

RECLINERS IN STOCK
NO INTEREST
WITH PAYMENTS
FOR 6 MONTHS!*
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Huge Selection of

SOFAS and SECTIONALS

hat does one batch of sticky
snow, one uncle, three visiting
relatives and seven hours add up
to? An igloo that comfortably
sleeps three.
Quincy resident Graham Shea, 38,
remembers magical winter experiences of
growing up in the area with its winter snows,
and he wanted to share them with his
nephews and niece when they came from
Southern California for a visit. A major draw
was the fresh snow and a white Christmas.
During their visit, Graham told them
about the time he built an igloo, and they

were up for the challenge. “I had made one
once before,” Graham said, “so we used the
same process.”
Graham, along with Kennon, 15; Daniel,
13; and Natalie, 11; began by packing two
identical coolers with snow. Once they were
packed as densely as possible, the top was
shaved level, and then the “blocks” were
turned out of the coolers.
The blocks were stacked in a circle to form
the base of the igloo. As the sides became
taller, it was time to begin the tapering
process to form the dome. “The snow was
sticky so we were able to set them at a 45degree angle and they would hold,” Graham
said. It got a little trickier when it came to
building the roof and each block had to be
carved to ﬁt.
With the igloo built, Graham added a
ﬁnishing touch that he didn’t have the ﬁrst
time he built an igloo — a portable

OVER 400

MATTRESSES IN STOCK

zaengles.com • 2800 Main St., Susanville (in front of Walmart) • 530.257.7788
*Interest will be calculated on your account from the purchase date. If the purchase balance is not paid in full within 6 months or if you make a late payment, interest will be charged on the total purchase.
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A down sleeping bag helps to keep
Natalie Shea cozy for her night in
the igloo. Photo by Graham Shea

woodstove. The stove was vented out of the
igloo by a stove pipe, which Graham insulated
with aluminum foil so that it wouldn’t melt the
snow.
“It kept the igloo about room temperature,”
he said, comfortable enough that Kennon,
Natalie and Graham slept in it for the night.
When asked if the trio had any visits from
nocturnal visitors, Graham laughed, and said
no. The entrance was covered by a blanket and
the igloo itself was only a few feet from the
Shea home’s front porch.
Nearly two weeks after its construction, the

Even an igloo can use a little
ambience and Natalie Shea gets
to work positioning candles and
hanging twinkle lights.
Photo by Graham Shea

igloo was still standing, although at a slight
slant that Graham attributes to the snow
blocks settling.
Building an igloo might become a new
family tradition just as cutting down a fresh
Christmas tree on the family’s wooded ranch
has been. “We even use the same bucksaw that
we used when I was a kid,” Graham said.
And for Graham, that’s what’s important. “It’s
so fun to see the next generation enjoy what
we did when we were young,” he said referring
to his two siblings. “This is such a magical
place for kids.” HCL

$

From the most recent
in off-road technology to
the hottest new
snowmobiles, we can
help you find the
recreational vehicle
that’s made for you!
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1,699

$
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$

1117 Hidden Beach Road
LACC
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00
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247 Feather River Drive
Chester
$

00
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110 Floxglove Lane
Lake Almanor West
$

Honda Generators!
123 Crescent St., Hwy 70, Quincy • 8888 2 RIDE 1 • 530.283.2136
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370,5

$

614 Birch Street
Westwood
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666-760 Spring Creek Drive
Clear Creek
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2,650

Lake Almanor Real Estate
289 Clifford Drive • Lake Almanor • 530-259-5687
DRE #01857475 • A member of the BHHS Affiliates, LLC • BHHSLakeAlmanor.com

131 Kokanee Trail, Lake Almanor West
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The Jonesville Hotel in 2020. Photos by Patrick Cavender

Connected
Kurt Gensheimer
Writer/Trail Whisperer
Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship,
Special to High Country Life
This story is part of the Sierra Buttes Trail
Stewardship (SBTS) Connected Communities
project, a vision for a recreation-focused
lifestyle through community investment,
shared stewardship, economic opportunity
and important new local jobs in California’s
Plumas, Sierra, Butte and Lassen Counties.
Find out more about the project and read
about the towns on the SBTS Connected
Communities web page on SierraTrails.org.

H
The Most Affordable and Reliable
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

Sales • Installation • Service
GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.
B/C-10 • CSL #562340 • tlw@citlink.net

Cal Thurber, Jr • 530-259-4995 office/fax • 530-258-6690 cell
“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”
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idden in the northern Sierra Nevada
between Chico and Lake Almanor at
5100 feet elevation beneath
Humboldt Summit, the hamlet of
Jonesville has a rich and colorful
history, although it has no full-time residents.
Originally established as a way station on the
historic Humboldt Road – a toll road built by
General John Bidwell from Chico to the silver
mines of Nevada and Idaho – Jonesville was
one of 14 way stations along the toll road that
met an early demise once the Central Paciﬁc
Railroad was completed in 1867.
Of all 14 way stations along the Humboldt
Road, only the historic Jonesville Hotel
remains standing today, a beautiful two-story
structure recently raised and reset on a
concrete foundation after an extensive
restoration by the Jonesville Cabin Owners,
Inc. Although Jonesville was established as a
stopover, its high elevation setting on the
edge of a lush meadow along Jones Creek
made it an attractive summertime getaway for
Chico residents.
When the mercury rose north of 100
degrees, Chicoans took to their horses and
made the short 40-mile trek northwest out of
the blazing hot valley, escaping for cooler,
crisp mountain air, running water and
towering pines. In 1870, the town’s namesake,
George F. Jones, built a cabin on the hillside

Communities: A History of Jonesville
Mt. Lassen provides the backdrop for this view from the Sierra Crest near Jonesville.
behind the hotel. Other families followed
suit, and soon Jonesville became a popular
getaway of cabins on unclaimed land. In 1884,
Jacob Franklin Sims homesteaded 160 acres of
Jonesville, and for more than 100 years, a
majority of the land in Jonesville was owned
by a small number of families that leased
plots to cabin owners.
Generations of families spent summers
vacationing and living in Jonesville, enjoying
the numerous creeks with ample ﬁshing, the
expansive lands with excellent hunting and a
spring-fed water system constructed in the
1930s that helped sustain the community.
When the snow started falling, the town
was boarded up for winter and owners
headed back to lower elevations; a tradition
that continues to this day.
It wasn’t until the early 1990s that an
organization was established for cabin owners
to actually purchase and own their lots, along
with maintaining the historic Jonesville
Hotel.
In 1993, a group of 47 cabin owners who
leased land from a small group of landowners
created the Jonesville Cabin Owners, Inc. and
purchased the land, issuing stock to each
individual cabin owner. After several years
and hundreds of thousands of dollars, JCO
completed a much-needed restoration on the
Jonesville Hotel, setting it on a new concrete
foundation with new plumbing and electrical
work. Today the hotel is used by JCO
members for events and family reunions. It’s
an iconic hallmark of Jonesville’s heritage, as
well as an invaluable piece of California
history.
To document Jonesville’s own history, in
1998 the Butte Meadows-Jonesville
Community Association History Committed
published A Small Corner of the West. The
book documents not only the history of
Jonesville, but also Butte Meadows and Chico
Meadows. It is a highly recommended read

for anyone interested in learning more details
of this region’s history.
Since the late 1860s, Jonesville has been a
recreational escape for generations of
families. Its idyllic setting and fascinating
history gives Jonesville unique charm that will
surely draw more trail users and visitors. As
the Connected Communities project
progresses, Jonesville will eventually be
linked via single track with 14 other
communities of the northern Sierra Nevada,
expanding trail access to a remote and littleknown corner of Butte County, all the way
through Plumas, Lassen and Sierra counties.
Connected Communities
The Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship is
developing a Trails Master Plan for Connected
Communities.
The Trails Master Plan (TMP) will create a
vision for a recreation-focused lifestyle
through community investment, shared
stewardship, economic opportunity, and
important new local jobs, all beneﬁting
economically disadvantaged communities in
California’s Plumas, Sierra, Butte and Lassen
Counties.
A key component to the Connected
Communities Trails Master Plan is the
proposed “Lost Sierra Route”, which traverses
300 miles over breathtaking topography,
jagged peaks, and high alpine meadows
similar to the Paciﬁc Crest Trail (PCT) and the
John Muir Trail (JMT).
Unlike the PCT and JMT, this new transSierra Nevada and Cascade Range route allows
for all dirt trail travelers including hikers,
mountain bikers, moto riders, equestrians,
trail runners, hunters, ﬁshermen, wildlife –
creating A Trail for Everyone.
The Lost Sierra Route will be a trail for all
to use that will link 15 mountain communities
together through trails for recreational
adventure and economic sustainability. HCL
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Ensuring our
veterans receive
the honor they
deserve
By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

Military Funeral Honors are conducted by a commander and chaplain presenting
narrative with prayer prior to the ﬁring of volleys, playing of “Taps” and presentation of
the ﬂag. In this lasting tribute of respect, the commander recalls the selﬂess sacriﬁce
made by the departed veteran in service to the nation. Photo submitted

Howard Construction is a locally owned
and operated full service construction
company. Owner Kyle Howard has been
in the construction field since 1978,
building custom homes and other
structures in the Lake Almanor
Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks
customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection.
We take pride in professionalism,
quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

I

t’s not surprising that every member of
the United States military discharged
from service in good standing is eligible
for a military funeral. These brave men
and women answered the country’s call

New Homes
Remodels
Decks • Porches
Carports • Garages
Roofing • Plumbing
Electrical • Painting
Concrete Work
EPA Certified in
Renovations
and Repair
Testing • Evaluation
Documentation
Removal

kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com
530.258.3541, Office • 530.258.1601, Cell • Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727
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The Firing Party renders military honor with three volleys, signifying “duty, honor and sacriﬁce” honoring the deceased. This has its
origin in the old custom of halting the ﬁghting to allow time for both sides to remove their fallen soldiers from a battleﬁeld. Once the
dead were removed, volleys were ﬁred as a signal that the battle could resume. Photo submitted
and ably served our nation in times of war
and in times of peace. It’s ﬁtting that when a
veteran passes, the military remembers and
honors his or her service.
According to military.com, “The rendering
of Military Funeral Honors for an eligible
veteran, free of charge, is mandated by law.”
Today, in Lassen County, the American
Legion Thomas Tucker Post No. 204
continues a centuries old military tradition,
and post members recognize, honor and
proudly serve that ﬁnal duty to their departed

comrades.
“The Susanville post is the exclusive
provider of Military Funeral Honors to Lassen
County communities from Westwood to
Doyle and all points in between,” said Larry
Rogers, the post’s former commander. “The
Post 204 Honor Guard is comprised of
veterans who served in all branches of the
Armed Forces from the 1960s to current
times. The rendering of honors is the
ceremonial paying of respect and the ﬁnal
demonstration of the country’s gratitude to

those who, in times of war and peace, have
faithfully defended our nation. The family of a
veteran may request Military Funeral Honors
when making burial arrangements.”
The customs followed during a military
funeral resound through the centuries.
“The military customs observed, many of
which are rooted deeply and distantly in our
past, have changed little over the years,”
Rogers said. “One custom began during the
Napoleonic Wars of the late 18th and early
19th centuries when a ﬂag was used to cover

ASPHALT ROCK SAND GRAVEL CONCRETE

jandjperformingarts.com
611 Main St., Susanville
Jessica Wade 530.260.1575
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Members of The American Legion Thomas Tucker Post No. 204 Honor Guard salute after
placing a riﬂe and helmet at the grave site prior to formal Military Funeral Honors. The
ﬁrst appearance of the "battleﬁeld cross" is a matter of conjecture. It might have been
during the Civil War, to signify a dead soldier to be gathered and buried during a truce
called for that purpose. Soldiers were buried in graves in temporary cemeteries near the
battleﬁelds, identiﬁed by simple wooden plaques. The conﬁguration of the riﬂe pointed
downward with a helmet perched on the stock was a more common sight during World
War I and World War II. While the battleﬁeld cross still acted as a marker so that the
Graves Registration Service personnel could remove the body for burial, it also began to
serve as a memorial. Although it is called a cross, the memorial has no overt religious
context. Photo submitted
(Continued from page 31)
the dead as they were taken from the
battlefield on a caisson. Another custom, the
firing of three volleys over a soldier’s grave
can be traced back to the Roman Empire
when, after the burial rites, the Romans
would shout the name of the deceased three
times to ensure that it would never be
forgotten. The practice was passed to the
English and then to the American colonies.
More often than not, the deceased could be
buried quickly with only the three volleys
being fired.”
Laying an American soldier to rest with
military honors is as old as our nation.
“Our Military Funeral Honors further
evolved during the Revolutionary War,”
Rogers said. “Since then, the ceremonies
themselves have continued to change with
the times. They presently consist of the
firing of three rifle volleys, the sounding of
‘Taps’ and the presentation of the American
Flag. The flag is usually presented to a family
member by two uniformed members of the
veteran’s branch of service. The Post 204
Honor Guard does this if military is not
available.”
According to cem.va.gov, the Department
of Defense is responsible for providing
military funeral honors. "Honoring Those
Who Served" is the title of the DOD
program for providing dignified military
funeral honors to veterans who have
defended our nation.
The law requires that every eligible
veteran receive a Military Funeral Honors
ceremony — to include folding and
presenting the United States burial flag and
the playing of "Taps."

The DOD program calls for funeral home
directors to request military funeral honors
on behalf of the veteran's family. However,
the Department of Veterans Affairs National
Cemetery Administration cemetery staff can
also assist with arranging military funeral
honors at VA national cemeteries. Veteran’s
organizations, such as the American Legion
Thomas Tucker Post No. 204 here in
Susanville, also assist in providing military
funeral honors.
According to military.com, honor guard
details consist of at least two members of the
Armed Forces. One member of the detail
represents the parent service of the deceased
veteran. The veteran's parent service
representative will present the flag.
The honor detail’s ceremony, at
minimum, includes the folding and
presenting of the United States Burial Flag
to the next of kin and the playing of “Taps.”
Military Burial Honors are provided to
military members on active duty or in the
selected reserve, former military members
who served on active duty and departed
under conditions other than dishonorable
and former military members who
completed at least one term of enlistment or
period of initial obligated service in the
reserves and departed under conditions
other than dishonorable.
Wikipedia reports an army captain began
the custom of playing “Taps” at military
funerals in July 1862, at the burial of a
corporal he remembered as “a most excellent
man.”
According to Wikipedia, “It became a
standard component to U.S. military
funerals in 1891.” HCL

Quincy Hot Spot
2019 E. Main St., Quincy
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Annual fundraiser celebrates the cattle industry

Try some delicious beef and
some tasty wine at the Taste of
Beef, Sip of Wine fundraiser
held from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 12 at the
Susanville Elks Lodge.
File photos

Popular local band Timeless — Don Calac (drums), left; Thomas
Braun (bass); Mark Beutler (guitar); and Cort Cortez (guitar) —
appears at A Taste of Beef, A Sip of Wine from 9 to 11 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 12 at the Susanville Elks Lodge. Sponsored by the
Lassen County Cattlemen and the Lassen County Cattlewomen,
the event’s proceeds go to scholarships and supporting local
youth. Photo submitted

A crowd packs the Susanville Elks Lodge at a previous A Taste of Beef, A Sip of Wine fundraiser put on by the Lassen County Cattlemen
and the Lassen County Cattlewomen. File photo
By Sam Williams
swilliams@lassennews.com

O

K, people. Here’s your chance to
grab some juicy, fresh-carved beef,
stuﬀed mushrooms and maybe even
be brave enough to try some tasty
Rocky Mountain oysters and support

local youth activities, scholarships and
agriculture in the classroom at the same time.
Here’s the thing — no matter what hors
d’oeuvres grace the menu, the Lassen County
Cattlemen and Cattlewomen’s A Taste of Beef,
A Sip of Wine event at the Susanville Elks
Lodge is sure to delight.

Tickets for the annual event, held from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 12 are $35 in
advance and $40 at the door. They’re available
at the Lassen County Fair oﬃce or at KSUE’s
oﬃce, and attendees feast on beef and sip a
variety of wines and beers as they mingle and
bid on a myriad of silent auction items.

SERVICE & REPAIR
AUTO • TRUCK
R.V. • BOATS
We Tow Them & Fix Them, Too!

180 NUGGET LANE
QUINCY, CA 95971

530.283.1162
“your friendly hooker”

CONTRACT
STATION

Serving you for over 41 years.

QUINCY TOW

SERVICE & REPAIR

For all your towing needs

www.QuincyTow.com
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Linda W. Gillam

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT REPAIRS
REGULAR MAINTENANCE
AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
TIMING BELTS • OIL CHANGES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS
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Realtor • Associate

LakeAlmanorBrokers.com

530.356.4543
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

REALTOR

®

BRE #01080683

Chimney Sweeping • Window Cleaning
Gutter Cleaning • Licensed and Insured
cy@bronsonandbutlerchimneysweep.com
www.bronsonadnbutlerchimneysweep.com

Full Service Real Estate Company

Past hors d’oeuvres include marinated
steak preserves, raspberry chip beef bites,
hamburger artichoke rollups and beef stuﬀed
mushrooms; however, each year’s selections
vary.
There is also a silent auction containing
numerous items upon which people may bid.
Following the delectable oﬀerings,
attendees can dance the night away as local
band Timeless plays from 9 to 11 p.m.
Ruth Dike, Lassen County Cattlewomen
president, said A Taste of Beef, A Sip of Wine
is the organization’s biggest fundraiser of the
year, and the funds raised support local youth
activities, scholarships and agriculture in the
classroom.
“We’ll have all kinds of beef,” she said.
“We’ll have carving stations and all kinds of
hors d’oeuvres that people can taste. We have
some beer, and we also have wine. Most of the
wineries are local, but we have a lot of
wineries from Napa come over and donate
their wine as well.”
If you want to come with a group of
friends, Ruth said attendees can sponsor a
table of wine and someone will pour for
them.
The annual event usually sells out, so
tickets may not be available at the door. Get
your tickets early to avoid disappointment.
For more information or to reserve a table,
call Ruth at 257-2121. HCL

Providing Real Estate Agent and Broker Services to Lassen and Plumas Counties

bleufrogrealty.com • 530.257.8344

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

REALTOR ®

REALTOR

®

2360 Main St., Susanville

DRE #00527107

February is Awareness Month...

PLEASE SPAY & NEUTER YOUR PETS!
High Country Life • February 2022

35

container.
***Some versions of this recipe use ½ cup
butter instead of 2 Tbs.

In the 1950s, it became
common for magazines and
newspapers to ask for
recipes from the First Ladies

Claudia Alta “Lady Bird” Johnson
First Lady 1963-1969
Spiced Tea
8 tea bags
2 cups boiling water
1-1/2 cups sugar
2 quarts water
One 3-inch cinnamon stick
One 6-oz can frozen lemon juice
concentrate
One 6-oz can frozen orange juice
concentrate

First Ladies bring their favorite recipes
to the White House kitchen
Mary Todd Lincoln’s almond cake. Photo by Eva Small

F

ebruary is a month full of holidays,
including Valentine’s Day and
Presidents Day.
It’s been a long-standing tradition for
First Ladies to bring their favorite
recipes to the White House, so the kitchen
staﬀ can prepare dishes for the First Family
and make them feel at home.
In the 1950s, it became common for
magazines and newspapers to ask for recipes

from the First Ladies. Many of those recipes
can be found online and in cookbooks. Quincy
resident and Feather Publishing employee Eva
Small has tested these recipes.
Mary Ann Lincoln
First Lady 1861-1865
White Almond Cake
Mary Todd’s family requested this recipe
from the Lexington, Kentucky, caterer who
ﬁrst made it. It is said that Mary baked the
cake for Abraham Lincoln when they were

courting, after they married, and when she was
First Lady. The recipe has been printed in
Godey’s Lady’s Book and many newspapers
and cookbooks.
After his assassination in 1865, this cake
became a symbol of Lincoln, and was found on
many inaugural and military banquet menus
in the 1870s.
White Almond Cake
Butter and ﬂour for prepping the pan
2 cups granulated sugar
1 cup unsalted butter at room temperature
3 cups all-purpose ﬂour
1 Tablespoon baking powder
1 cup whole milk, at room temperature
1 cup (4 ounces by weight) blanched
almond slivers, very ﬁnely chopped
1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
6 large egg whites, at room temperature
½ teaspoon salt
Place a rack in the center of the oven and
preheat oven to 350°. Lightly grease and ﬂour a
10-inch tube pan with butter and ﬂour. Shake
out the excess ﬂour, set the pan aside.
Place sugar and butter in large bowl, beat with
electric mixer on medium until light and ﬂuﬀy
for 3 minutes. Set aside.
Sift ﬂour and baking powder into a large
bowl, and sift 2 more times. Add the ﬂour
mixture to the creamed butter and sugar in 3
additions, alternating with the milk. Beat on
medium speed until the mixture is just
blended. Scrape down the sides of the bowl
with a rubber spatula, and fold in the almonds
and vanilla. Set bowl aside.
In another bowl, beat the egg whites and
salt with clean mixer beaters on high speed
until stiﬀ peaks form, 4-5 minutes. Fold about
a quarter of the beaten whites into the batter,
until just combined. Fold the remaining whites
into the batter, until just combined. Pour
batter evenly into prepared pan, and place the
pan in the oven.
Bake until golden brown and a toothpick
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Mamie Eisenhower’s fudge. Photo by Eva Small
inserted in the center comes out clean, 57-62
minutes. Remove pan from oven, place on a
wire rack to cool for 15 minutes.
Run a knife around the edges, give the pan
a gentle shake, and invert the cake onto the
rack to cool, right side up, for one hour. Slice
and serve.
(Eva’s Note: This cake is ﬁrm, similar to a
pound cake. It can easily be eaten by hand. I
used a non-stick bundt pan, oiled and ﬂoured.
The cake rose well and slipped easily out of the
pan. The recipe doesn’t call for any topping, but
you could add a drizzle of a buttercream
frosting while the cake is still warm, or serve it
with whipped cream and berries.)

12 oz. German sweet chocolate
1 pint (2 cups) marshmallow creme (two 7oz jars)
2 cups nutmeats (chopped pecans or
walnuts)
Also optional: ¾ tsp vanilla extract.
Pour boiling syrup over chocolate, crème,
nuts and vanilla in bowl. Beat until chocolate is
all melted; pour into greased 9x13 pan. Let
stand at least 2 hours before cutting. Some
versions recommend letting it rest overnight.
Cut into small squares, store in an airtight

Pour boiling water over tea and let cool.
Strain and pour into a 4-quart saucepan. Add
sugar, water and cinnamon and bring to a boil.
Reduce heat and stir in frozen juices. Cover
and let simmer for 20 minutes to allow ﬂavors
to blend. Add more sugar or water to taste.
Makes 16 to 20 cups.
Nancy Davis Reagan
First Lady 1981-1989
Rancho California Rice
1 cup onion, chopped
4 Tablespoons butter
4 cups rice, cooked
2 cups sour cream

Mary Geneva ‘Mamie’ Eisenhower
First Lady 1953-1961
Mamie’s Fidge
This fudge was rumored to be a family
favorite of the President and Mrs. Eisenhower,
which might or might not be true.
Newspapers across the U.S. printed the fudge
attributed to Mrs. Eisenhower shortly after she
became First Lady in 1953. The recipe had
appeared previously under the name Million
Dollar Fudge, but from that point on, this type
of fudge was more often called Mamie
Eisenhower’s Fudge or simply Mamie’s Fudge.
It became so strongly associated with her that a
copy of the recipe appears in the archives of
the Eisenhower Presidential Center.
Million Dollar Fudge
2 Tablespoons of butter (See note***)
4-1/2 cups sugar
pinch of salt (1/16 teaspoon)
1 tall can evaporated milk (modern 12 oz.
can) [originally 14.5 oz. can].
Place the butter, sugar, salt and milk in a
heavy saucepan. Bring to a boil over mediumhigh heat. Boil for 1 minute, reduce heat and
simmer for 7 minutes, stirring continuously.
Stir together in a large bowl:
12 oz semi-sweet chocolate bits
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sour cream, cottage cheese, bay leaf, salt and
pepper. Mix well. In greased 9x13 casserole
dish, put a layer of rice mixture, a layer of
chilies (seeded and cut into strips), and 1/2 cup
cheddar cheese. Repeat (save 1/3 cup cheddar)
ending with a layer of rice. Bake for 25 min in
375-degree oven. Top with remaining cheese,
and bake 10 more minutes.
(*Eva’s note: I made this for dinner. I
increased the cheese because, well, why not?
Use about 1.5 cups of the rice mix in the bottom
of the casserole dish, then half the chilis and 1
cup of cheese, another layer of rice, chilis and
cheese, then top oﬀ with remaining rice. I baked
it for 20 minutes using the convection bake
setting on my oven. Added another cup of
cheese and then baked for another 8 minutes.)

Nancy Reagan’s rice casserole is in the
oven. Photo by Eva Small
1 cup cottage cheese
Bay leaf, crumbled
Salt and pepper, to taste
16 oz can whole green chilis
2 cups grated cheddar cheese*
Saute onions in butter until limp. Add rice,

Barbara Pierce Bush
First Lady 1989-1993
BBQ Chicken
One 2-1/2 to 3 pound broiler-fryer,
quartered
3 Tablespoons lemon juice
1 Tablespoon cooking oil
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
1 clove garlic, minced
2-1/2 cups water
1 cup coarsely chopped onion
1/2 to 3 /4 cup granulated sugar
1/2 cup butter or margarine

1/3 cup yellow mustard
1/4 cup cider vinegar
1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
2-1/2 cups catsup
6 to 8 Tablespoons lemon juice
1 /2 teaspoon ground red pepper
Place chicken in a plastic zip top bag. Set in
a shallow dish. For marinade, stir together 3
Tablespoons lemon juice, cooking oil, salt, 1 /2
teaspoon black pepper, and garlic. Pour over
chicken. Close bag. Marinate in the refrigerator
for up to 24 hours, turning often.
In a saucepan, combine water, onion, sugar,
butter, mustard, vinegar and 1/2 teaspoon
pepper. Bring to boiling, reduce heat. Simmer,
uncovered, for 20 minutes. Stir in catsup,
Worcestershire, 6 to 8 Tablespoons lemon
juice and red pepper. Return to boiling; reduce
heat. Simmer, uncovered for 50 to 60 minutes
or until reduced to about 4 cups.
Meanwhile, drain chicken, discarding
marinade.
In a grill with a cover, arrange preheated
coals around a drip pan. Test for medium heat
above the pan. Place chicken, bone side down,
on grill rack over drip pan. Cover and grill for
50 to 60 minutes or until chicken is done,
brushing often with barbecue sauce the last 10
minutes of grilling.
To serve, pass around additional barbecue
sauce with chicken. HCL
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1 BRAND IN
NEW VEHICLE
QUALITY
- J.D. POWER

FIRST TRUCK-ONLY BRAND
EVER TO WIN #1 IN OVERALL
INITIAL QUALITY ACCORDING TO
J.D. POWER
FOR J.D. POWER 2021 U.S. AWARD INFORMATION, VISIT
JDPOWER.COM/AWARDS. RAM IS A REGISTERED
TRADEMARK OF FCA US LLC.

www.LakeAlmanorBrokers.com
452 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor
Phone: (530) 596-3303 • Fax: (530) 596-3330
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