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D

ear Readers,

It’s July and summer is in full
swing. In Lassen, Plumas and Sierra
counties, it’s also fair time!
We have devoted this issue of High
Country Life to all things fair — from
featured entertainment to the highlights of
this year’s Lassen County Fair and the
PlumasSierra County Fair. After two years of
COVID restrictions and smoke from area
ﬁres, we hope that residents and visitors alike
will have the opportunity to enjoy these
events that are quintessential country
experiences.
Mark your calendars now and plan to
attend this year’s fairs. There are countless
hours of behindthescenes eﬀort to make
these events possible — and not just from
those responsible for the organization. Area

youth spend months raising their animals to
be shown at the fair, as well as exhibit their
other projects. Area adults assist in those
eﬀorts as well as raise their own fruits and
vegetables for display, prepare baked goods
for competition and share their artistic
endeavors with the public. Others are among
the featured performers.
This month’s edition contains a proﬁle on
Jake Jacobson, a Portola High School
graduate and former staﬀer for Feather
Publishing, who is a rising country western
star and who will headline the PlumasSierra
County Fair.
The Lassen County Fair runs from July 20
24, while the PlumasSierra County Fair
follows from July 2831. Enjoy!

The staff of High Country Life
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Strap on your spurs, folks, it’s

RODEO TIME!

Colton Shields, front, competes in the Lassen County Fair Ranch Rodeo in 2008 while pickup rider Galen Taylor looks on.
Photo submitted
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California Cowboys
Professional Rodeo
Association Rodeo
7 p.m. Tuesday, July 19

Glen McCoy
competes in the
Lassen County Fair
Ranch Rodeo in
2008.

Tickets are $25 (Adult); $10 (Child
ticket 612); and Children under 5 are
admitted free.
Purchase a Family 4Pack
(two adults and two children) and
receive a 10 percent discount.

T

he California Cowboys Professional
Rodeo Association is a nonproﬁt
organization dedicated to promoting
the sport of rodeo that presents nearly
30 events this year between April and
November. Formed in 1966, this regional
organization sanctions rodeos throughout
California, with numerous events in Nevada,
Washington and Oregon. A steady growth in
membership over the years has made the
CCPRA the leading rodeo organization in the
state of California. Cardholders include
cowboys, cowgirls, judges, clowns,
bullﬁghters, photographers, secretaries,
announcers, timers, contractors, committee
members, and fair managers.
These members come from all walks of
life. They are teachers, salespeople, bank
executives, veterinarians, peace oﬃcers,
students, ranchers, etc. They are people who
can usually rodeo only on the weekends, but
all have a love for rodeo.
The contestants at CCPRA rodeos are
trying for about $500,000 in prize money
each year. The money comes from entry fees
and added purses. Points are awarded on a
pointperdollar system. Of the total fees
from each rodeo, 5 percent is deducted, with
2 percent held in the trust and added to the
ﬁnals purse, 2 percent going to awards and
promotion, and 1 percent into the general
fund.
The year’s championships are up for grabs
at the ﬁnals rodeo (Nov. 2526) including the
state queen competition. The weekend
concludes with an awards presentation and
celebration. The CCPRA continues the
tradition of rodeo excitement for young and
old alike. HCL

Elliott Dow hangs on for
dear life while his horse
tries to buck him oﬀ
during the Lassen County
Fair Ranch Rodeo in 2008.
Photos submitted

ishing
every exhibitor
the best of
luck!
HEATING PELLET SALE!

$

25 OFF

each pallet sold
during the month
of August. Sale
ends Aug. 31.

COMPETITIVE PRICING • BULK DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

Savage Ranch Feed Supply
“The only locally owned and operated feed store in the area.”
530.254.6315 • 471-150 Thomas Blvd., Susanvile • Tuesday-Saturday 10-6
High Country Life • July 2022
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Welcome to the 2022 Lassen County Fair!

“We’re excited. We’ve got a lot of new vendors
and new things for people to do that haven’t
been here before. We’re trying to bring some new
energy to the fair.”
—Kaitlyn Midgley, Lassen County Fair manager

H

ere’s a schedule of the exciting
events coming to this year’s Lassen
County Fair.

Lassen County Fair
Wednesday, July 20 through
Sunday, July 24
Theme — Cowboy Boots and
Country Roots

6
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Lassen County Fair Season Passes and
Carnival Tickets on sale now at
lassencountyfair.ticketspice.com/
seasonpasses or by calling (530) 2518900.
Season Passes
Adult Season Pass, $15; Child Season Pass
(ages 612), $10; Senior Season Pass (age 62+)
$10; Unlimited Week Ride Wristband, $100;
and Unlimited OneDay Ride Wristband,
$30.

8 p.m. Wednesday, July 20

Admission).
The gates open at 6 p.m, and the event
begins at 7 p.m.

Miss Lassen County Pageant

Sunday, July 24

Every year the fair hosts the annual Miss
Lassen County Pageant the ﬁrst day of fair on
Wednesday night. Young women compete to
earn the title and represent Lassen County for
the entire year.
Tickets are $25 (Pit Seating); $20 (Box
Seating); $15 (Reserved Seating); and $10
(General Admission).

Diamond Mountain Speedway Fair Race
Points Race No. 13

LASSEN COUNTY FAIR WEEK EVENTS:

Thursday, July 21
Kiddie’s Day
Kiddie’s Day at the Lassen County Fair is
where organizations come together and
sponsor free activities for children of any age
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Children under 12 are
admitted free Thursday, July 21.

Little Tykes Derby
The Little Tyles Derby will be held
during intermission of races. Any regular
electric power wheel is allowed. Participants
must provide their own power wheel.
Four balloons will be attached to each
power wheel. The last one left with a
balloon wins. There will be two groups —
ages 25 and ages 610. There will only be wo
participants per group.
Entry forms can be found at
lassencountyfair.org. The entry fee is $25.
Mini Demolition Derby
(Following the Fair Race.)

Thursday, July 21
Micro Mania Midget Wrestling Tour
Tickets are $30 (Ringside) and $20 (General
Admission).
The gates open at 6 p.m, and the event
begins at 7 p.m.
Friday, July 22

Trash Can Decorating Contest
Youth groups such as 4H and FFA,
community organizations and businesses
will compete in the Trash Can Decorating
Contest by decorating a 55gallon barrel
that goes with the fair theme, Cowboy Boots
and Country Roots. The winner receives a
root beer ﬂoat party. HCL

Aaron Watson Concert with
special guest Matt Stell
Tickets are $55 (Pit Tickets); $45 (Box
Seating); $35 (Reserved Seating); and $25
(General Admission Bleacher).
The gates open at 6 p.m, and the event
begins at 7 p.m.
Saturday, July 23
Fair Parade
Beginning at 10 a.m. the Parade will travel
down Main Street from North Lassen
Shopping Center parking lot. Award winners
will be contacted and may pick up their awards
at the Fair Oﬃce, 195 Russell Ave., the week
following the Parade.
Parade participants may distribute candy or
other attractive objects to roadside spectators
only by handtohand. No other kind of
distribution will be allowed, including, but not
limited to throwing, tossing, dropping, etc.
In order to be eligible for ribbons, entries
must be returned by 4 p.m., Friday July 15.
Announcer information must be included with
entry form.
Saturday, July 23
Tracy Lawrence concert
Tickets are $55 (Pit); $45 (Box Seats); $35
(Reserved Seats); and $25 (General
High Country Life • July 2022
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The fair brings
number one
country artists
Watson, Stell to
Susanville
Aaron Watson Concert with special guest
Matt Stell
Tickets are $55 (Pit); $45 (Box Seats);
$35 (Reserved Seats); and
$25 (General Admission Bleacher).

O

h, boy, it’s going to be a very special
and exciting evening when Aaron
Watson and Matt Stell storm the
grandstand stage at the Lassen
County Fair Friday, July 22.
Watson, a Texas Cowboy Hall of Fame
2020 Spirit of Texas Award honoree, is one of
those handsome country cats in a black hat
who’s made his own way without bowing to
that old star maker machinery in Nashville.
According to a statement, “The Texas Cowboy
Hall of Fame recognizes ‘individuals who
have shown excellence in competition,
business and support of rodeo and the
western lifestyle in Texas.’”
"If I can look back and think of the two
things that have deﬁned my career more than
anything else — it’s Texas and cowboys,"
Watson said on his website. "I’ve always said
my music isn’t about honors and awards, but
this one is special."
Talking about his independent career to
BMI, Watson said, “I wanted to show the
industry that I'm like a oneman wrecking
machine — That I own my label, I own my
publishing, I wrote all my songs, that country
music is my only option. I have no Plan B;
this is all I've got. So, for me, everything is on
the line.”
His latest release, 2019’s Red Bandana on
his own Big Label imprint, comes 20 years
after his ﬁrst independent release, 1999’s
Singer/Songwriter and includes 20 original
songs.
According to BMI, “His 2015 release, The
Underdog, debuted at Number One on the

8
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Aaron Watson

Top Country Albums chart, making him the
ﬁrst independent male artist to hit the top of
the chart with a selfreleased and
independentlypromoted album. Two years
later, his song “Outta Style” became his ﬁrst
Top 10 Country hit, exposing him to an even
wider audience.”
As a youngster Waston began writing his
own songs, releasing his own albums as he
grew older and promoting himself through
live shows. According to BMI, Watson
characterizes his music as “oldschool but
timeless.”
He's working hard out on the road this
summer all across the United States headling
shows from Virginia to Texas to Washington
state.
Matt Stell
At 6’ 7” Matt Stell casts a pretty big
shadow. The former college basketball star
and Platinumcertiﬁed singer opens for Aaron
Watson at the Lassen County Fair.
“Indeed, the Arkansas native comes from a
long line of selfproclaimed badasses,”
according to his website. “He can spin a
romantic verse as easy as he can rock out an
anthem. He can overanalyze a word as easily
as he can let the melody ride a lyrical wave.”
Stell had this to say about his latest
oﬀering, the Better Than That EP: “If you cut
a groove too deep, it’s hard to get out of it. I’ve
never wanted to be some onedimensional
artist, and with this new EP, I think I’m
determined to show that there is much more
to me than just a guy who can sing a love
song.”
The Better Than That EP, coproduced by
Stell alongside Ash Bowers, features songs co
written by Stell such as “I Love You Too,”
“Chase It Down” and the title track “Better
Than That.”
“Songwriting is a craft that can get better
the more time you put into it,” Stell said.
Stell hit the big time right out of the gate

in 2019 with “Prayed For You,” a song that
spent two weeks at Number One and was the
only debut single to top Billboard’s Country
Airplay chart in 2019. Believe it or not, it was
picked as one of the prestigious and
inﬂuential Nashville Songwriters Association
International’s “10 Songs We Wish We’d
Written.”
“If the only thing you’ve heard is ‘Prayed
for You,’ you would have a diﬀerent idea of
who I really am,” Stell explains on his website.
OK. There’s the Top10 single “Everywhere
But On,” a song Stell says is
“autobiographical” in the way that it tells the
story of a man trying to escape the memories
of a long lost love.
“Having two songs on the radio is an
incredible thing, but what’s even more
incredible is ﬁnding your own voice and your
own identity,” he said. “Knowing that you are
making music that means something to
people is the ultimate compliment.” HCL

Matt Stell
High Country Life • July 2022
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MicroMania:
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Midget Wresting/Battling Bombshells at the fair Thursday evening

N

MicroMania brings it’s unique and exciting brand of live entertainment to the Lassen
County Fair on July 21. Photos submitted

ow here’s an event you won’t come
across every day — MicroMania
Midget Wrestling. What is that you
say?
Well, MicroMania Midget
Wrestling is a high powered, explosive,
athletic pro wrestling show with just the
right touch of comedy thrown in to make for
an unforgettable big event — not
necessarily big people.
These 5 foot and under micro athletes
may be short in stature but are giants in the
world of entertainment where they will keep
you on your feet screaming from the
opening bell through the Main Event!
Of course, the biggest (so to speak)
feature is the mghty micro athletes! Not
only are they the people the crowds come to
see, these professional wrestlers are among
the best in the business.
But that’s not all — not by a long shot!
The MicroMania midgets are also bringing
the Battling Bombshells to the Lassen
County Fair.
That’s right, the micro athletes and
Battling Bombshells — who have been
featured in WWE, Impact Wrestling, Lucha
Libre AAA, Spike TV, MTV and hit feature
films such as Jackass and Nacho Libre —
right here at the Lassen County Fair.
MicroMania has produced its exciting
brand of entertainment across California, as
well as in Las Vegas where they produced
the Mini MayweatherMini McGregor
“Biggest Little Fight of the Century” – The
Mini Fight – one night before “The Money

Fight” between the two fighters.
This event received mainstream media
attention, being featured on TMZ, Maxim,
and more.

If you’re looking for a fun night out with
a unique and exciting brand of live
entertainment, check out the MicroMania
Tour. HCL

• Individuals: Tax Preparation
and Planning
• Businesses: Tax
Preparation and
Planning
• Professional
Audit & Review
Services
• Bookkeeping Services for
All Business Sizes

SingletonAuman PC • Certified Public Accountants and Consultants • www.sa-cpas.com
Susanville: 530.257.1040 • 1740 Main Street, Suite A Chester: 530.258.2272 • 283 Main Street, PO Box 795
High Country Life • July 2022
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Country music groundbreaker
Tracy Lawrence appears Saturday,
July 23 at the Lassen County Fair

Tips for using credit bureaus to help
protect your financial accounts
If you believe you are a victim of identity theft, you should contact one of the three major credit
bureaus to place a “fraud alert” on your credit account.
This critically important step makes it harder for identity thieves to obtain a credit card or loan in
your name.
The IRS has teamed up with state revenue departments and the tax industry to make sure you
understand the dangers to your personal and financial data.
Contacting a credit bureau if you think you are an identity theft victim can help you in many ways,
including helping protect your tax information.
The three main credit bureaus:
• www.equifax.com/creditreportassistance; 888-766-0008
• www.experian.com/fraudalert; 888-397-3742
• www.transunion.com/fraud; 800-680-7289.
If you are an identity theft victim, you need contact only one of the three to request a fraud alert.
One bureau must notify the others when a fraud alert is requested. You’ll get a letter from each
credit bureau. It will confirm that they placed a fraud alert on your file.
A fraud alert is free, and it lasts for 90 days. You can renew it. It provides a red
flag to other businesses where the thieves may be trying to open accounts
and legitimate businesses may take additional steps to verify identities.

BEQUETTE & KIMMEL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION
307 W Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0680 • 17 Highway 89, Graeagle • 530.836.0193
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T

racy Lawrence, one of those “long
haired country boys” who turned
country music on its ear and helped
propel the whole genre in an entirely
new direction back in the 1990s, comes
to the Lassen County Fair, Saturday, July 23.
OK, you’re right. The 1990s were a long
time ago. But before you keep mumbling
nonsense, consider this — Tracy’s still out
there making his mark on the road
headlining his own tour this summer
(including a few international dates). And if
that ain’t enough, he’s also sharing the stage
on some dates with the likes of a few little

500 Jackson St., Quincy • 530.283.6320
www.plumasmuseum.org
Tuesday through Saturday, 10-4

April 23, 2021 was the release date of Tracy's
"Hindsight 2020 Volume 1: Stairway to
Heaven Highway to Hell." The album is the
ﬁrst of a three volume set released in 2021 to
celebrate his 30th year in the business.

more current big boys such as Brad Paisley
and Jason Aldean.
Come on now. You must remember those
inﬂuential traditionalists and outright
outlaws from the 1990s — Alan Jackson,
Garth Brooks, George Strait, Clint Black,
Marty Stuart, Rodney Crowell, Mark
Chesnutt, Kenny Chesney, Toby Keith,
Charlie Daniels, Eddie Rabbit, Hal Ketchum,
Lee Roy Parnell, Dwight Yoakam, Randy
Travis and on and on. Tracy’s right up there
with them.
Yep, this countysinger’s bona ﬁdes are
completely legit. Born in Texas, raised in
Arkansas, he recorded six albums for Atlantic
before moving to Warner Brothers,
DreamWorks, Mercury and later his own
labels Rocky Comfort Records and Lawrence
Music Group.
He’s cranked out 14 studio albums
including the doubleplatinum Alibis (1993)

and Time Marches On (1996) as well as more
than 40 charting singles and eight number
ones in a career that deﬁes simple
characterization. He’s recorded
neotraditional county, honkytonk, country
pop and even Christian music.
He was named Top New Male Vocalist by
Billboard in 1992 and the Academy of
Country Music in 1993, and he won Vocal
Event of the Year honors from the Academy of
Country Music in 2007.
Tracy can do it all — traditional and new
country to country rockers and honkytonk
anthems and Lord have mercy, this boy can
melt your heart with a tender, sentimental

ballad, too. The simple truth is he’s got a voice
that’s just about as country as country gets.
Taste of Country ranks Tracy’s top 20 hits
as: “Time Marches On;” “Find Out Who Your
Friends Are;” “Texas Tornado;” “Can’t Break It
to My Heart;” “Paint Me a Birmingham;”
“Albis;” “I See It Now;” “Somebody Paints the
Wall;” “Renegades, Rebels and Rogues;” “If
the World Had a Front Porch;” “If the Good
Die Young;” “How a Cowgirl Says Goodbye;”
“Sticks and Stones;” “Today’s Lonely Fool;”
“Stars Over Texas;” Lessons Learned;” “My
Second Home;” “As Any Fool Can See;”
“Stairway to Heaven, Highway to Hell;” and,
“Better Man, Better Oﬀ.” HCL

...

Log Beds from

$

1198

MATTRESSES
30

Queen 10 Year 0 IN STOCK!
Mattresses fr
om... $

499

NO INTEREST
WITH PAYMENTS
FOR 6 MONTHS!*

zaengles.com • 530.257.7788 • 2800 Main Street, Susanville (in front of Walmart)

*Interest will be calculated on your account from the purchase date. If the
purchase balance is not paid in full within 6 months or if you make a late
payment, interest will be charged on the total purchase.
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Welcome
2022
to the

PLUMAS
SIERRA
COUNTY

John Steﬀanic
Plumas Sierra County Fair Manager

Fair!
A

Plumas and Sierra
County 4-H and FFA
members will offer top
quality market animals
to the highest bidder.
All animals are judged
and pre-selected for the
auction during the fair.

Champions
sell first!

Sunday,
JULY 31 • PLUMAS-SIERRA FAIRGROUNDS, QUINCY
Buyer registration 7:30-9 am • Full breakfast served 7:30-8:45 am
Junor Livestock Auction 9:00 am • Lunch hosted by the Plumas County Sheriff’s Office Employee Association
USDA meat processors: Messina Meats and Mercado Meats
For more information contact Megan Neer 775.771.5493 or Suzanne Powers 530.412.2981.
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s we began writing articles, press
releases and Facebook reminders for
the 2022 Plumas Sierra County Fair,
we discovered that a lot of the work
was already done! The truth is, I could have
left much of it alone and just changed the
dates. It was all about missing the 2020 fair
because of COVID and how we are ready to
get out and have a fair! Then came the Dixie
Fire in 2021. I think we’ve talked enough
about those topics.
Our fair theme for 2021 was going to be
“Celebrating Fairs Past,” and I don’t want to
waste a perfectly good theme, so we’re
keeping it! Nancy Gambell spent hours
ﬁnding wonderful historical photographs and
documents that we plan to display at the fair,
July 2831. Over half of the Tulsa Scott
Pavilion will be ﬁlled with the history of
previous fairs. We invite residents to come in
and look for how their family ﬁt into this rich
tradition.
As if having two fairs cancelled in a row
wasn’t enough, we found it necessary to
change the dates of our event. Since the
1940s, our fair has either been the second
Wednesday or second week in August. With
all the upheaval, we found those dates no

longer
worked for
our one and
only carnival.
If we want
a carnival, we
move our
dates. By
moving to the
last weekend in
July, we follow
Lassen County
Fair, which
follows Trinity County Fair. By cooperating in
this way, the carnival was able to commit to
all three fairs. I will say the feedback on this
change has been pleasantly positive,
especially the fact that now kids will have a
few weeks after the fair before they go back to
school.
The change has allowed for changes in
vendors, both food and in the commercial
hall. By not being the same weekend as the
Siskiyou and Nevada County Fairs, we’ve had
more options with entertainers as well.
Fair goers will be able to have their minds
read, participate in a stick horse rodeo, be
transported to the Caribbean by listening to
steel drums, watch nationally renowned tap
dancers/cloggers and feel the beat to our
favorite group: the Street Drum Corp.
Children of all ages can visit the
Imagination Gallery in the Mineral Building
and play with oversized games and puzzles
for free. Harmony Ridge will have their dog
obstacle course set up for demonstrations and
activities behind the Peppard Cabin.
Most exciting is our grandstand show on
Saturday night featuring Jake Jacobson. Jake
will have a busy summer with gigs around the
country, dropping a couple of country singles
and working on his new deal with a Nashville
recording company. Tickets will be $10 at the
gate.
It’s nice to know we can expect a full
carnival this year. Discounted presale tickets
are available throughout the two counties at
Plumas Bank branches, Safeway, Sierra Valley

Home Center, Sierra
Valley Feed, and the
Fair Oﬃce. Details
are on the fair
website:
www.plumas
sierracountyfair.net.
Finally, it is
more important
now than ever that
we have a big
turnout of
competitive
exhibits. Everyone
is out of the habit
of planning their
cookie entry, or
vegetable entry,
or knitted scarf entry, or,
well, you know what I mean. Almost ALL
classes and division are free to enter. There
are a few exceptions noted in the exhibit

guide. Exhibit guides are available at Plumas
Bank Branches, library branches and at the
Fair Oﬃce. You can also download the guide
oﬀ the fair website; it’s on the home page.
Most nonlivestock entries are due July 8.
There’s nothing keeping you from entering
the Fair this year, and you will be helping the
fairgrounds more than you could ever
imagine.
Thank you to the Fair Board, the PSCF
Foundation, and the Plumas County Board of
Supervisors for their support of this
institution. Most importantly, thank you to
our wonderful citizens who have shown their
love and support of our fair through kind
words and participation. The past is past, it’s
time to start a new chapter at the Plumas
Sierra County Fair. HCL
John Steﬀanic
Plumas Sierra County Fair Manager

Big Rig Towing
Auto • Chains
Batteries
24 Hr Truck
Repair

Trust your
investment to the
experts in auto
body repair and service!
Diagnostic Checks • Spray-In Bedliners
Free Estimates • All Insurance Accepted
Only AAA Approved Shop in Lassen County
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

lassenautobodysusanville.com

530.257.2882

755 Alexander Ave., Susanville

M-F 8am-4pm

Auto Repair
Complete
Tire Shop
Rental Cars
Available

SUSANVILLE:
Susanville Towing & Lassen Tire
2955 Johnstonville Rd. • 530-257-8640
CHESTER: Lake Almanor Towing
333 Main St. • 530-258-3062
DOYLE: Doyle Towing
430-610 Susan Dr. • 530-827-2617
High Country Life • July 2022
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F

ollowing are some of the
highlights of this year’s fair
that runs Thursday, July 28
through Sunday, July 31:

YOGA
CYCLING

MASSAGE
See our website for
summer specials!

530.251.6028 2005 Main St., Susanville

mountainyogastudio.com
16
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Thursday, July 28
Senior & Kids Day
Visitors 62+ and 12 and under
receive free admission
Noon – Fair oﬃcially opens
12 p.m.  Special Luncheon for
Seniors
1 p.m.  Carnival Opens
1 p.m.  4H/FFA Sheep
Showmanship, Market,
Breeding and Jr. Buckaroo
6:30 p.m. Music in Old Town:
Walker and Willis
Midnight – Fair and carnival
closes

Friday, July 29
Noon Fair Opens
1 p.m.  Carnival Opens
1 p.m.  4H/FFA Meat Goat
Showmanship, Market &
Breeding
5 p.m.  Gymkhana in the
Horse Arena
7 p.m.  Ladies and
Gentlemen’s Lead/SPI Pavilion
7:30 p.m. – Music in Old Town:
Rickety Bridge
Midnight  Fair & Carnival
Closes
Saturday, July 30
10 a.m. – Parade in downtown
Quincy
Noon – Fair Opens
1 p.m.  Carnival Opens
2 p.m.  Small Animal Round
Robin behind Ag Barn
7 p.m. – Jake Jacobson
headlines in the grandstands
7:30 p.m. Music in Old Town:
Rummy
Midnight  Fair & Carnival
Closes
Sunday, July 31
9 a.m.  PlumasSierra County
Junior Livestock Auction
9 a.m.  Church Services on the
West Lawn
Noon – Fair Opens
1 p.m.  Carnival Opens
7 p.m.  American Valley
Speedway Racing
10 p.m.  Fair & Carnival
Closes
SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

The Most Affordable and Reliable
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

Sales • Installation • Service
GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.
B/C-10 • CSL #562340 • tlw@citlink.net

Cal Thurber, Jr • 530-259-4995 office/fax • 530-258-6690 cell
“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”
High Country Life • July 2022
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Carnival

Magic

continues

Wold Amusements will be providing the
carnival for the Plumas Sierra County Fair
as well as the Lassen County Fair.
Photo by Mari Erin Roth

By John Steﬀanic
Plumas Sierra County Fair Manager
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F

olks will sometimes say that a fair isn't
all about the carnival, and they are
correct. Fairs began as a simple
gathering of residents in a community,
coming together to show oﬀ what they
have made, grown and raised. They might
have eaten the pies that had been judged, and
probably enjoyed a picnic with some home
brew.

Then someone pulled out a ﬁddle and a
guitar. A passing salesman noticed a bunch of
people getting together once a year and
ﬁgured that would be a good time to show oﬀ
their latest plow. Horse racing showed up,
along with a few wagers, but that turned into
pony rides, which turned into simple wheel
rides, which someone hooked up lights to
eventually. You get the picture.

Clowns have always been an integral part of any county fair. These jovial characters bring
fun and fantasy, mirth and merriment to the crowd wherever they show up. Watch for
them strolling the grounds as you enjoy the PlumasSierra County Fair.
Photo by Maddie Musante

While the jams, quilts, vegetables, cows
and pigs are the root of a county fair, the
entertainment, vendors and carnival are just
as important to the experience now. It's an
understatement to say COVID and forest ﬁres
turned our world upside down. No fair for two
years was kind of, unthinkable? We survived,
of course, but like supply chains and fast food
restaurants that won't open their dining
rooms, we have to adapt to change.
One of those changes at the Plumas Sierra
County Fair was our carnival partner, Wold
Amusements. Can you imagine what an
operation like that must go through when all
the places they do business close down? Can
you imagine, at the current cost of gas, how
much money it takes to move dozens of rides
and trailers from one town to the next? It's a
challenge. With their normal route in
disarray, Wold Amusements had to look
farther down the road to ﬁnd a place to do
what they do, and they found it in Oregon.
Jason Wold has had a relationship with the
fair in Plumas County for decades and felt a
responsibility to put on a show here, but
economics made it next to impossible for him
to come on our traditional dates.
Other fairs were in the same boat, so three
fairs in Northern California came together to
try and solve the problem. The Trinity County
Fair, the Lassen County Fair and the Plumas
Sierra County Fair all adjusted their fair dates
to accommodate Wold Amusements’
available dates, thus guaranteeing we all have
a carnival for the foreseeable future. The

reality is there are no other carnivals in our
region that are willing to come to our fairs.
Wold Amusements is the perfect size for our
markets, and we are fortunate. There are
dozens of fairs across the Midwest that
haven't had a carnival in decades because it
isn’t economically or logistically feasible.
As has been the tradition, discounted
presale carnival tickets are available at
locations throughout Plumas and Sierra
counties; all Plumas Bank Branches, Sierra
Valley Home Center, Sierra Valley Feed,
Safeway and the Fair Oﬃce. There are two
kinds of tickets available: the Golden Ticket is
$90 and can be exchanged for a wristband
that allows unlimited rides every day of the
fair. It also comes with coupons that can be
used for discounts of carnival food and
midway games.
The other option is the carnival coupon. It
is $25 and can be exchanged for an unlimited
ride wristband on Thursday or Sunday. It
cannot be exchanged for a wristband on
Friday or Saturday, but it can be exchanged
for $32 worth of ride tickets any day of the
fair. That's a good option for real young kids
who might want to enjoy a kiddie ride or two,
or maybe a couple that can stomach a couple
of rides on the Ferris Wheel! There are height
limitations and those can be found on the
home page of the fair: www.plumas
sierracountyfair.net.
All the rides listed might not be at the fair,
but it will give you an idea of who can ride a
particular ride in advance. HCL
High Country Life • July 2022
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Lassen County
Fair

Fun!

Part of the Lassen County fair, the Demolition Derby has fans sitting on the edges of their seat, watching with excitement as drivers try
to outlast their competitors. This year, Lassen County Fair oﬀers a minidemolition derby following the Diamond Mountain Speedway
Race, as well as a Little Tykes Derby, where kids can compete for prizes on Sunday, July 24. File photos

ROWS and ROWS and ROWS

...of specialty artisan sauces,
marinades and gourmet rubs!

FULL SERVICE BUTCHER SHOP
Featuring Certified Angus Beef!

DON’T MISS...

...our Famous Chorizo Booth at the Fair!
We support our local 4-H, FFA and independent youth
livestock exhibitors every year!

Idaho Grocery 2120 Main St., Susanville • 530.257.2194
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Some folks ﬁnd the exhibits to be their favorite part of the fair.

PORTOLA OPEN DAILY 7 AM-10 PM • LOYALTON OPEN DAILY 8 AM-8 PM
Groceries, Variety, Meats, Liquors, Wines and More!
TWO LOCATIONS! Portola: 88 West Sierra Ave., 530.832.5062 • Loyalton: 606 Main St., 530.993.4397

Warmer weather is coming....

The annual fair races bring excitement and
suspense as fair goers cheer on their
favorite drivers. The Lassen County Fair’s
Diamond Mountain Speedway Race is
acheduled for 6 p.m. July 24. The Plumas
Sierra County Fair’s American Valley
Speedway Race is scheduled for 7 p.m.
Sunday, July 31. File photos

Cars • Trucks • SUVs

We sell tires for less!

200 E. Main St., Quincy • 530.283.2211
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Fun for kids of all ages at the
Plumas Sierra County Fair
The rides are loud and bright,
so of course the kids will
want to go there ﬁrst. The
rides begin operating at 1 p.m.
each day
By John Steﬀanic
Plumas Sierra County Fair Manager

The Pee Wee Stampede promises to be a barrel of fun. Photo courtesy of Pee Wee Stampede
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W

hen an event wants to appeal to
a wide audience, they often use
the phrase; “fun for all ages.”
Sometimes that is accurate,
sometimes it's a stretch. One
event where you can be sure that phrase
applies is the Plumas Sierra County Fair.
From the excitement a 10yearold feels when
they see the lights of the carnival, to the
parents who have settled into Old Town to
listen to live music with a beer, there truly is
something for everyone at the Fair!
Everyone would have to agree though,
there is a particular age group that everyone
loves to see experience the fair. The younger,
the better. Up until, say, 8 years old, there is a
special excitement no one else can match.
You can see it as a 5yearold pulls on the
hand of a parent, straining to get to the
animals, or the puppet show. Watch their eyes
when they hold a corn dog that is bigger than
their arm. You can't miss the endless smiles as
they go around, and around, and around a
kiddie carnival ride. Yes, this is the sweet spot
for our annual fair.
Take a 7yearold kid. It's the middle of
summer, boredom is eating away at the edges
of the day, but the fair is not too far oﬀ. They
have bugged their parents into purchasing
presale carnival tickets, hopefully a “Golden
Ticket.” That magic ticket will get them a
wristband that will allow them to ride any
carnival ride as often as they want for every
day of the fair. It's a $90 investment, but
there's not a parent alive who isn't grateful for
spending the money come Saturday of the
fair. There are plenty of parents who did not
purchase the Golden Ticket who keep doling
out money for carnival rides and wish they

had purchased the Golden Ticket. The rides
are loud and bright, so of course our 7year
old wants to go there ﬁrst. They will ﬁnd
kiddie rides, a gentle Ferris Wheel, and rides
that want to reclaim that corn dog. There are
height requirements, and anyone can ﬁnd
those on the front page of the fair website;
www.plumassierracountyfair.net. The rides
begin operating at 1 p.m. each day.
At some point, they need a break from
spinning their bodies around. Not to worry,
there's plenty of entertainment. For
generations, the fair has hosted various
puppet shows and currently features one of
the best in the industry: Puppets and Players.
They have a magical stage with several shows,
so it's worth coming back a few times. If they
are looking for something a bit more physical,
they can stroll over to the Pee Wee Stampede.
It's a fullon rodeo for kids, with stick horses!
They have hats, chaps, competitor numbers,
trophies and ribbons. From buckin' horses to
roping, everyone has a chance to be a rodeo
star.
The Imagination Gallery will ﬁll the
Mineral Building during the fair. Giant games
will keep youngsters and their friends busy
for as long as they want to play. Oversized
games like the electronic version of Simon
Says makes the experience something special.
It's a room full of games and puzzles, and it's
all free!
And then there are the animal barns. Our
young fair goer can walk through the Furs and
Feathers barn to visit adorable rabbits and
beautiful chickens. There may be a guinea pig
or two. Then it’s oﬀ to the goat barn, the
sheep barn and the swine barn. There's
always a 4H or FFA exhibitor around who
will answer questions and talk about how to
get involved with these ﬁne organizations.
The best day to visit the fair ... is every day!
If you had to pick one, Thursday is Kid's Day
where 12 and under get free admission to the
fair, and Sunday is Pay What You Can Day.
Admission on Friday or Saturday for kids is
only $4, or both days for $6. That's not much
for a lifetime of memories! Saturday for kids
(ages 6 to 12) is only $4, or both days for only
$6. It's free for children 5 and under all week.
That's an awfully cheap investment for a
lifetime of memories! HCL

The Fair Parade and the Midway rides are only two of the many fun attractions oﬀered
during the Plumas Sierra County Fair. File photos

ASPHALT ROCK SAND GRAVEL CONCRETE

High Country Life • July 2022

23

Music—

Howard Construction is a locally owned
and operated full service construction
company. Owner Kyle Howard has been
in the construction field since 1978,
building custom homes and other
structures in the Lake Almanor
Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks
customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection.
We take pride in professionalism,
quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

New Homes
Remodels
Decks • Porches
Carports • Garages
Roofing • Plumbing
Electrical • Painting
Concrete Work
EPA Certified in
Renovations
and Repair
Testing • Evaluation
Documentation
Removal

kyle@howardconstruction4u.com

Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com
530.258.3541, Office • 530.258.1601, Cell • Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727
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Salsa Steel Drums brings smiles to the fairgrounds
Joy spreads as a byproduct of
the Salsa Steel Drum
performance. The group will
be one of the new, featured
performers at the Plumas
Sierra County Fair.
Photo submitted

By Mari Erin Roth
eroth@plumasnews.com

T

he crowd is all smiles when the Salsa
Steel Drums band comes to town. The
music echoes and reverberates
through the atmosphere and
transports the audience to places
foreign and tropical.
“Embrace your passion,” say Bill and
Stephanie, who perform as a duo or with

‘You cannot frown and play the steel
drum; I’ve tried it, it doesn’t work.’
— Stephanie
other band mates on the steel drums,
marimba and woodwinds in a variety of fun
styles.
“We ﬁnd inspiration all around,” said Bill.
“We try to make our music representative of
our next adventure.” The pair call New Mexico
their home base, where they were selected to
play at the 2021 Expo New Mexico State Fair.
They travel all over the country playing the
music that makes them smile.
“We love the places and people we meet in

all of our travels,” said Stephanie. “You cannot
frown and play the steel drum; I’ve tried it, it
doesn’t work.”
The audience in Quincy will have an
opportunity to be transported to paradise
without showing a shot record, removing
their shoes to wade through security lines, or
eating tiny bags of airline peanuts, as the
Salsa Steel Drums band will be delivering
light island notes of the Caribbean directly to
our Plumas County doorstep! HCL

Aaron Watson with
special guest:

MATT STELL

July 22

Micromania:

July 23

MIDGET
WRESTLING
TOUR
Tickets available
online or at the
Fair Office

July 21

Lassen County Fair • 195 Russell Dr., Susanville • 530.251.8900
High Country Life • July 2022

25

Hometown boy to rising country star headlines
By Debra Moore
dmoore@plumasnews.com

T

he Plumas Sierra County Fair headliner
is a familiar face who ﬁrst graced the
stage as a young boy performing
cameos with his dad’s band, the
Shooters, in Portola. Now he is
performing with his own band and making
his fair appearance a stop on a tour that has
taken him and his band throughout the West.
At age 25, Jake Jacobson has held many
jobs — from working at Eastern Plumas golf
courses and doing construction, to selling
fencing in Reno and even writing about sports
for the four Plumas County newspapers. But
now he has found what he wants to do for the
rest of his life – compose and perform country
western music.
What if that doesn’t work out? “There’s no
Plan B,” said Jake.
Jake stopped by the Feather Publishing

26

High Country Life • July 2022

oﬃces on a recent break in his touring
schedule to talk about his career. It was a
homecoming of sorts since he once sat at the
sports desk in the corner of the newsroom.
The day of our meeting he was releasing
his latest single “Speed of Neon Light.” That
was to be followed by another single and then
an EP in June. His music is available on
Amazon, Apple Music, Shazam, Pandora,
Spotify, and other music platforms. The
platforms provide an opportunity for fans to
hear his music, but he’s drawn to the stage.
“I prefer live performances; that’s my
bread and butter,” Jake said.
Yet it was a solo performance posted to
Twitter that drew the attention of country
singer Randall King and took Jake’s career to a
new level. In September 2020 Jake was
working at a Reno distillery when he grabbed
his guitar during a break and played one of
King’s songs and posted it. Less than two
hours later King retweeted it. “His
management emailed me the next day and
invited me to Nashville,” Jake said.
‘That moment put him on a catapult ride,”

said his mom, Susan Jacobson.
Jake’s parents, Ron and Susan, are his
biggest fans and travel to see him perform as
often as possible. One recent trip took them
to San Diego, where Jake was opening for
Randall King. Not only does Jake open for
King, he also joins him on stage toward the
end of the concert. The ﬁrst time King invited
Jake back on stage he asked him, “Do you
know ‘Neon Moon?’” Did he! That was the
song that Jake would sing with his dad’s band.
Now it’s become part of their repertoire: Jake
opens; followed by King’s performance, and
then they close out the show together.
When asked if he ever gets nervous
performing, Jake shakes his head no. That’s
probably because he is used to the stage. In
addition to singing with his dad, Jake was an
accomplished gymnast who competed from
age 5 to 17, during which he won 10 national
championships, competed for Team USA, and
was a member of the Junior National Team.
Through it all, Jacobson always turned to
music for a distraction and stress relief.
Now music is no longer just a distraction,

Plumas Sierra County Fair
Plumas Sierra County Fair
Grandstands
Saturday, July 30 at 7 p.m.
it’s his career, and it’s taking oﬀ. He credits its
growth in large part to Scott Gunter, who is
Randall King’s manager, and is now providing
artist relations services for Jake, as he does for
another country star, Cody Johnson.
When asked recently who he appreciated
for helping him get to this point, Jake said
that outside of his family, that person was
Gunter. He credits Gunter for ﬁnding him
writing opportunities, songs, shows and
introducing him to people who can help his
career. “I can honestly say, that without Scott,
I would not be the artist that I am today,” he
said.
That includes not only touring but
releasing music. In addition to his single,
“Speed of Neon Light,” he released his new
EP, “Lovin’ and Leavin’,” last month. Jake
writes his own songs, as well as records those
of other writers. Jake isn’t signed to a record
label; he is an independent artist which
means that he owns his masters. He is paid
through a distributor based on the number of
times his music is streamed.
Jake said he is constantly learning about
the music business and again credits Gunter
for helping to guide him through its
intricacies. He also looks to Cody Johnson
and Randall King to see how they successfully
navigated the business. County music is Jake’s
passion and what he wants to do in life.
Fair goers will have a chance to see Jake
Jacobson perform at the Plumas Sierra
County Fair grandstands on Saturday, July 30
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 and proceeds will
beneﬁt the Dixie Fire Collaborative. HCL

Jake Jacobson performs across the West and just released his latest EP. Photo submitted

Let Us Handle Your Website
So You Can Focus on Your Business.
Web Design • Web Development • Support
Maintenance • Updates • Speed Optimization
eCommerce Sites • Membership Sites

smcdesign.dev • 530.616.8111 • info@smcdesign.dev

530.252.4747 • 618 Main St., Susanville

CUSTOM LEATHERWORK
ALTERATIONS
AND MORE!
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Powerhouse!
As seen on America’s Got Talent, a new show is coming to the Plumas Sierra County Fair —Powerhouse! Photo submitted
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Powerhouse
stomps onto the
Plumas Sierra
Fair scene

By Mari Erin Roth
eroth@plumasnews.com

’P

Powerhouse is a high energy dance act. Photo submitted

ercussive dance” is the way a new
show coming to Quincy is
described with their unique and
contemporary blend of tap, Irish
step, clogging and stomp
performance. Lively bluegrass adds dimension
to a show that has played on America’s Got
Talent, Hee Haw, 30 Seconds to Fame, and
Destination Stardom, along with other
national performances including an ongoing
contract with Disney!
Now that’s magical! And they will be at the
2022 PlumasSierra County Fair for the ﬁrst
time ever this July, ﬁring up the locals with
audience participation during the show. We
better keep the ﬁre extinguishers handy for
the sparks ﬂying oﬀ those clogs and taps! HCL

Local people and local products
supporting our community.

RESIDENTIAL
& COMMERCIAL
Call us for a
Buying or selling?
I’ll get you where you
need to be.

MAKAELA SHIVELY
Realtor®

DRE #02095259
BRE #01878277

530.310.6399

FREE ESTIMATE

(530) 258-3306
www.digitconst.com
CA Lic #747715 • LTO #A11254

Serving Plumas and
Lassen Counties
for over 24 years
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Locally
Owned an
d
Operated
Lic. #911600 • LCO #6327

ejdoors@outlook.com
www.ejsgaragedoors.com

Quality You Can Count On!

DOORS
WINDOWS
LOCKSMITH

SALES
INSTALLATION
SERVICE

COMMERCIAL and RESIDENTIAL
Garage Doors
Garage Door Openers
Garage Door Tune-Up
Spring Replacement
Parts & Repair

Interior Doors
Exterior Doors
Lock Installation
Re-Keying
Windows

Insulated Glass
Patio Doors
Store Front Doors
and more!

741 MAIN STREET, CHESTER CA

530-258-9566
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By Eva Small and Teri York

Elvis’s Fried Pickles  With a Twist
The story goes that Elvis Presley loved
beer battered fried pickles, but I found
they’re even better with an extra crispy twist 
a quick dip in panko breadcrumbs after
coating in the beer batter. Try a big batch of
these at your next family reunion, but make a
batch for when you get back home, too,
because there won’t be any leftovers! Serve
them up with spicy mayonnaise or ranch dip.
Gather:
• 1 large jar pickle slices, drained
• ½ cup ﬂour
• ¼ cup beer
• 1¼ tsp paprika powder
• 1¼ tsp cayenne pepper powder
• ½ tsp salt
• 1 tsp garlic powder
• 35 dashes Tabasco or other hot sauce
• 1½ cups Panko breadcrumbs placed in a
shallow dish.
• Approximately 11/2” of vegetable oil in a
deep pan appropriate for deep frying (like a
cast iron skillet or wide saucepan), heated to
365375F or until a oneinch square of bread
fries brown within 60 seconds.
Combine ﬂour, beer, hot sauce, and spices
in a bowl until well mixed.
Dredge pickle slices in beer batter, using a
fork to move them around and lift them out,
then lightly coat with Panko breadcrumbs.
Deep fry them in batches until the slices ﬂoat
and are golden, turning once, about 4
minutes total.
Drain on a plate covered with paper
towels, then transfer to a platter for serving.

Bring on the fun with summer day recipes

It’s July — time to bring out some of our
favorite tried-and-true summertime
recipes. We hope you enjoy them!
— Eva Small and Teri York

Cucumber and Onion Icebox Salad
Similar to a classic German “Gurkensalat,”
this refreshing side dish has a million versions
and variations. This particular one is a
combination of a quick pickle and a Southern
style cucumber salad, and yes, you do indeed
put it in your freezer! It’s a spring and
summer staple in our house, and I’ve enjoyed
making it since I encountered my ﬁrst version
of the recipe as a teenager in Plumas County,
looking for ways to use up a bumper crop of
cukes one year.
You can make this one super chunky, or
mandolinthin, we enjoy it both ways. The
key is to give this salad plenty of time to chill
 just don’t forget to set an alarm when you
put it in the freezer, or you’ll have a cucumber
ice cube instead of a salad.
Gather:
• 2 telegraph or English cucumbers, or 46
smaller cukes, mostly peeled and cut in
rounds or ribbons
• 1 Vidalia, red or yellow onion, thinly
sliced in strips or rounds
• 1/3 cup white wine or rice wine vinegar
• 1/3 cup apple cider, red wine, or herb
infused vinegar
• 23 Tbsp chopped fresh dill (or 1 Tbsp
dry)
• 1 Tbsp kosher salt, to taste
• 1 Tbsp sugar, to taste
• 1 tsp ground black pepper
In a freezer safe bowl, layer cucumber and
onion, lightly sprinkling each layer with salt,
sugar, and dill. Mix vinegars with black
pepper and remaining sugar and salt if
desired, and pour over the layered veggies.
Cover and chill in freezer for at least 15
minutes before serving, 30 is even better, or

chill overnight in the refrigerator and pull the
bowl out just before it’s time to serve or
transport.
Lemonade Iced Tea
Similar to an Arnold Palmer, this
refreshing drink combines two summer
favorites—lemonade and iced tea. Turn this
into an adult cocktail by adding bourbon or

spiced dark rum.
3 cups water
2 familysize tea bags (or 6 regular tea
bags)
1 (1oz.) package fresh mint leaves (about 1
cup loosely packed)
1/2 cup sugar
4 cups cold water
Continued on page 33

Propane • Ag Fuel
Oil/Grease
Equipment Repair and Maintenance

Serving all of Lassen and Plumas Counties

www.edstaub.com • 530.257.3416 • 702-190 Johnstonville Rd., Susanville
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Local Non-Profits

Committed to Our Community

I

Lost Sierra Food Project going strong into their 4th season!
n 2020 when the COVID#19 pandemic
began, Lost Sierra Food Project was
gearing up for their second season of
vegetable, fruit, herb, and flower
production at their new site, Rugged
Roots Farm, located on Hwy 70 across
from Gansner Airfield. Despite the
pandemic affecting educational
programming and marketing
opportunities, co#directors Leslie Pace and
Jessie Mazar marched onward with their vision
to provide local, fresh, and affordable produce
to Plumas County residents. Last year’s
wildfires also caused them to shift
gears and they

prioritized serving communities affected by the
Dixie Fire, donating over 5,000 lbs. of produce
to shelters, local food banks, community
members supporting meal preparations, and
families directly impacted by the wildfires.
Today, they continue to be involved in
emergency food access planning in Plumas
County.
This 2022 season, LSFP’s goal is to maintain
steady production of
produce, culinary and
medicinal herbs and
plants, and beautiful
flowers on their 2.5#acre
farm while increasing
food education and
ecological farming
knowledge (specifically
K#14 outreach
opportunities, cooking
workshops, and farm events). In March
through May alone, they have hosted 15
groups for interactive field trips totaling over
260 educational hours. Throughout
their season, going on now
through October, they will
continue sharing their
ecological farming
practices with student

groups, community members, and visitors alike.
Rugged Roots Farm is the site of the majority
of LSFP’s events, workshops, and sales. They
host volunteers during normal volunteer work
times (every Tuesday # Thursday, 8am # 12pm),
on other scheduled days and times that work
for recurring volunteers, and on special events.
LSFP maintains strong, local partnerships
which allow them to provide successful
educational and job
training opportunities.
Past and present
partnerships include:
Feather River College
(Ecological Farming
Certification &
Apprenticeship
Program); Plumas
Charter School (CTE
Agriculture Pathway);
Alternative Sentencing (Food Smarts); Sierra
Nevada Journeys (Summer Search); Behavioral
Health (Transitional Age Youth Program); and
Plumas County Public Health (Subsidized Farm
Bucks Program).
At their farm site, LSFP manages an Honor
System Fridge where community members can
shop for produce at their own convenience,
without the need for staff to be present for the
transaction to occur. This fridge, open 7 days a
week, is regularly stocked with fresh produce
and individuals can make purchases using Farm
Bucks and cash. LSFP also sells produce at their
weekly farm stand, beginning June 14 and
occurring every Tuesday evening 5 # 7pm until
October 4. Here they accept a variety of
payment methods # CalFresh, CalWORKs, Farm
Bucks, cash, and checks. Stop by their Rugged
Roots Farm Stand to shop, socialize, and tour
the farm!
If you’d like to support Lost Sierra Food
Project (and their farm Rugged Roots), you can
donate by sending a check to: Lost Sierra Food
Project, 429 Main St. Suite B, Quincy, CA 95971.
They are excited to continue sharing the fruit of
their labor and love with Plumas County along
with promoting ecological farming education.

This page sponsored by:

HERE.
For
Good.

plumasbank.com

Continued from page 31
1 (6oz.) can frozen lemonade
concentrate, thawed
Garnish: fresh citrus slices
Bring 3 cups water to a boil in a 2qt.
saucepan. Remove from heat, add tea bags,
and stir in fresh mint. Cover and steep 10
minutes.
Remove and discard tea bags and mint.
Stir in sugar until dissolved.
Pour tea into a 3qt. container, and stir in
4 cups cold water and lemonade concentrate.
Serve over ice. Garnish, if desired.
BourbonLemonade Iced Tea: Prepare
recipe as directed, and stir in 1 cup bourbon.
Makes 9 cups.
Spiced Dark RumLemonade Iced Tea:
Prepare recipe as directed, and stir in 1 cup
spiced dark rum. Makes 9 cups.
Peach and Blueberry Cobbler
1 pound peaches, fresh or frozen
1 pound blueberries, fresh or frozen
3/4 cup sugar
3 Tbsp cornstarch
1 tsp almond extract
Preheat oven to 400°
Cut peaches into bitesize pieces. Thaw
frozen fruit, drain juice. Toss fruit together in
a large bowl. Stir sugar and cornstarch
together, then stir into fruit. Add almond
extract.

11/2 tsp baking powder
¾ tsp baking soda
½ tsp salt
1 stick (1/2 cup) chilled butter, diced into
small cubes
¾ cup buttermilk
¾ cup heavy cream
Whisk ﬂour, sugar, baking powder, baking
soda and salt together. Add the butter, mix
with your ﬁngers until mixture resembles
coarse meal. Slowly add the buttermilk and
cream, using a fork or low speed electric
mixer.
Pour over fruit. Sprinkle top with a mix of
½ tsp cinnamon and ½ tsp sugar.
Bake about 30 minutes, until top is brown.
Can serve with ice cream or whipped cream.
Jalapeño Hors d’Oeuvres
12 large jalapeños
1 pound bulk pork sausage
The PeachBlueberry Cobbler is a sweet
way to ﬁnish oﬀ a picnic.
Photo by Eva Small
Pour it all into a 13x9 glass baking dish.
Bake 30 minutes.
Reduce oven temperature to 375°. While
the oven is cooling down, mix topping:
Topping:
21/2 cups allpurpose ﬂour
½ cup sugar

Cut peppers in half, remove all the seeds.
Stuﬀ each half with sausage. Place them on a
greased rack on a cookie sheet. Bake at 350°
for 30 minutes. Let cool, serve. If you like
them a little spicier, you can use hot pork
sausage.
MixedUp Bacon Burgers
These have a good bacon taste; the
mustard adds a little zing.

From the most recent in off-road technology
to the hottest new electric vehicles,
we can help you find the
powersports product
that’s made for you!

Honda Generators!
123 Crescent St., Hwy 70, Quincy • 8888 2 RIDE 1 • 530.283.2136
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a skillet until brown and crisp. Use a slotted
spoon to transfer cooked bacon to a paper
towel.
Combine the bacon with the rest of the
ingredients. Shape into four patties, cook on
the grill.
Let rest for 5 minutes.

No worries about the bacon sliding oﬀ the
bun when it’s combined with the
hamburger before cooking. Change up the
usual cornonthecob with creamy,
cheesy Mexican Street Corn sauce.
Photos by Eva Small

12 oz. pkg thinsliced bacon
11/2 lb 8020 hamburger
4 tsp yellow mustard
2 tsp Worcestershire sauce
½ tsp salt
½ tsp ground black pepper
Chop the bacon into small pieces, cook in

Corn on the Cob
In the Husk: Carefully peel back the husk
and remove the silk, then pull the husk back
up.
Soak in cold water for at least 30 minutes.
Drain. Place over coals or on gas grill, low
ﬂame. Turn frequently so that the husks don’t
burn. Corn should be cooked in 810 minutes.
In Aluminum Foil: Remove husk and silks,
wash. Coat with a mixture of pressed garlic
and butter. Sprinkle on salt. You can also add
1 green onion, sliced thin lengthwise and laid
around the ear. Wrap up in foil. Place over hot
ashes in campﬁre or on grill. Turn
occasionally.
Basic cobs on the grill:
Husk, remove silks, rinse oﬀ ears. Coat in
vegetable oil. Place on grill for about 5
minutes, turning as each side browns.
Mexican Street Corn:
Cook husked corn as directed above.
Before serving, place in a container, and pour

Jalapeños and pork sausage make simple
ﬁngerfood appetizers.
over the sauce:
2 oz. queso fresco or Cotija cheese,
crumbled or grated (1/2 cup)
¼ cup mayonnaise
3 Tbsp sour cream
3 Tbsp minced fresh cilantro
4 tsp lime juice
1 garlic clove, minced
¾ tsp chili powder
¼ tsp black pepper
¼ tsp cayenne (optional)
Deviled Eggs:
Best way to cook eggs: Steamed, not
boiled.
Put water in a pan up to the bottom of the
steamer basket. Bring to a boil, carefully place
eggs in steamer, cover, and steam for 1314
minutes.
Remove from heat, pour oﬀ some of the
hot water, run cold water in the pan until eggs
cool down.
Crackle an egg all over by tapping on a
hard surface, start peeling at the wide end.
Older eggs will peel easier. I usually buy a
dozen and let them sit in their carton at the
back of the refrigerator for a week.
Basic Deviled Egg recipe
6 hardcooked eggs, peeled, cut in half.
Mash yolks in a bowl.
2 Tbsp mayonnaise
1 Tbsp yellow mustard
2 tsp Apple Cider Vinegar
¼ tsp salt
¼ tsp ground black pepper

Stop by for the
unforgettable!

HOURS: Tues-Sat 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-5pm. Closed Mondays

530.283.1949 • 875 E. Main St., Quincy
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Mix ingredients together, spoon into egg
halves. Decorate the top with some sprinkled
paprika, bacon bits, or chopped chives.
Options: Add any of the following to change
up the taste: ½ tsp smoked paprika; 1 tsp
Worcestershire sauce; ½ tsp Old Bay
Seasoning; 2 tsp horseradish; 2 tsp ﬁnely
chopped onion; ½ tsp grated garlic; 1 Tbsp
dry ranch dressing mix; 1 tsp chopped fresh
dill leaves; 1 Tbsp chopped cooked bacon. You
can also substitute diﬀerent mustards and
vinegars. HCL

Here’s several tips for preparing to sell your home

ypically summer is the busiest and best season to
sell a home. The reasons for that are many,
ranging from parents wanting to move when
their children are not in school to buyers
wanting to move when the weather is most
accommodating. The following tips can help
homeowners during the preselling preparation
process.
Address the exterior of the home
Winter can be harsh on a home’s exterior, so when
winter is over homeowners should make an effort to
address anything that might negatively affect their
homes’ curb appeal. If it’s in the budget, hire

Eliminate odors
A home’s inhabitants grow accustomed to odors that
might be circulating throughout the house. Pet odor,
for instance, might not be as strong to a home’s
residents as it is to guests and prospective buyers.
Because windows tend to stay closed throughout the
winter, interior odors can be even stronger come late
winter than they are during the rest of the year. A
thorough cleaning of the house, including vacuuming
and removal of any pet hair that accumulated over the
winter, can help to remove odor. Open windows when
the weather allows so more fresh air comes into the
home. HCL

professional landscapers to fix any problematic
landscaping or address any issues that arose during the
winter.
Conquer interior clutter
Clutter has a way of accumulating over the winter.
Homeowners who want to put their homes on the
market should start clearing any clutter out in winter,
even resolving to make an effort to prevent its
accumulation throughout winter. Just like buyers are
impressed by curb appeal, they are turned off by
clutter. In addition, a home full of clutter might give
buyers the impression, true or not, that the home was
not well maintained.

$
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103 Flint Way,
Bailey Creek
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Lake Almanor Real Estate

289 Clifford Drive • Lake Almanor
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Lake Almanor Country Club

$

00

615,0

$

276 Walsh Court,
Bailey Creek

1123 Lassen View Drive,
Lake Almanor Country Club
$

00

485,0

$

43326 Blackhawk Road,
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A member of the BHH Affiliates, LLC
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Our thoughts:

Linda W. Gillam
Realtor • Associate

LakeAlmanorBrokers.com

530.356.4543
BRE #01080683
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

REALTOR

®

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE • HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

Full Service Real Estate Company

SERVICE & REPAIR
AUTO • TRUCK
R.V. • BOATS
We Tow Them & Fix Them, Too!

180 NUGGET LANE
QUINCY, CA 95971

530.283.1162
“your friendly hooker”

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT REPAIRS
REGULAR MAINTENANCE
AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
TIMING BELTS • OIL CHANGES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS
CONTRACT
STATION

Serving you for over 41 years.

QUINCY TOW S

ERVICE

& REPAIR

For all your towing needs

www.QuincyTow.com

www.LakeAlmanorBrokers.com
452 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor
Phone: (530) 596-3303 • Fax: (530) 596-3330
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119 Main St., Chester
Phone: (530) 258-3303 • Fax: (530) 258-4873

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

BRE #01948890

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE • HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

At Mountain Living Real Estate, we are a team that
represents the best of the best in every area of real
estate. We're committed to giving you more: more
experience, more local knowledge, more help to
find the perfect home that fits you.
Whether you are buying or selling, are you ready to get
more with Mountain Living? Give us a call today
and let's get started.

307 Poplar Valley Rd., Blairsden-Graeagle, Ca

530.836.6830 DRE #01306367
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More fair
photos

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE • HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE

Above: The Lassen County Fair Parade Grand Marshall greets the parade goers. Right,
kids enjoy the rides oﬀered in the Midway. File photos

3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1,924 sq. ft. home with spacious decks, built-in barbecue and much
more on 19+ acres that back up to Fish and Game land. Hybrid heating and A/C, RV Pad
with hookups, too much to list! 710-015 Sunnyside Road. $429,900.

bleufrogrealty.com • 530.257.8344 • 2360 Main St., Susanville • DRE #00527107
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Miss Lassen County and her court wave to the crowd lining Main Street in Susanville
during a past Fair Parade. Below, the popular Midway Ferris Wheel. File photos

702-340
JOHNSTONVILLE
RD.,
SUSANVILLE

530.257.5123
paylessbuildingsupply.com

HOURS:
Mon-Sat 8-4

Quincy Hot Spot
2019 E. Main St., Quincy

530.283.2929
Tuesday-Saturday 10-4
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Putting the mill back in

By Meg Upton
mupton@plumasnews.com

O

WELL DRILLING

Hard Rock Air Rotary Drilling • Free Site Review
Licensed, Bonded & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

PUMPS

Solar • New Systems • Repairs • Emergency Service

530.283.4844 • 189 Danny Ct., Quincy
CA Lic. #1025320 — Serving You Since 1991 —

TRACTOR
TIRES
and

FARM EQUIPMENT
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Susanville Towing and Lassen Tire
Auto and Truck Repair • Rental Cars
Heavy Duty Truck Towing and Mobile Mechanic

Towing 530.257.8640 • Shop 530.257.5114
2955 Johnstonville Road, Susanville
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US DOT #375058
MC #501144

n May 18, an idea of how to recover
after the Dixie Fire became an actual
dream come true.
The community sawmill operated
by J&C Enterprises at the Indian
Valley Wood Utilization Campus owned by
Sierra Institute had its ribbon cutting, with
hundreds of well wishers from Indian Valley
and all over the state there to celebrate the
feat.
There hasn’t been a new sawmill in
California in decades and the original use for
the site where the sawmill now sits was
originally considered for another biomass
project similar to what Sierra Institute was able
to do for the Plumas County Health and
Human Services Center building in 2018.
“This is a celebration of the people of
Indian Valley. Resilience. We really can recover
from the Dixie Fire,” said Sierra Institute’s
executive director Jonathan Kusel.
But after the Dixie Fire laid waste to
Greenville, Canyon Dam, and Indian Falls,
Sierra Institute’s executive director Jonathan

Crescent
Mills
The sawmill at Crescent Mills is open and logs
felled along the side of Highway 89 are now
waiting for processing in the yard.
Photo by Meg Upton

Kusel wondered if the grant that Sierra
Institute had just received from Sierra Nevada
Conservancy to do such things could be
redirected and reorganized to open one of the
one things that would be needed immediately
to deal with all the surrounding dead trees: a
sawmill.
It was an idea more viable than many ﬁrst
realized, with both Sierra Paciﬁc Industries
and Collins Pines not accepting logs for the
next few years while they deal with their own
burned timber properties. Indian Valley
residents watched in horror throughout last
fall as Caltrans felled large good lumber trees
and then had to chip perfectly good lumber
since nothing else was in place. Something
had to be done. Jonathan Kusel wondered if
the site of their Indian Valley Wood Utilization
Campus might be more useful for the
community as a sawmill to process local
timber as the community seeks to rebuild.
There hasn’t been a new sawmill built in
California in decades. But with the high
expense of building material and with so
much burnt timber needing to be felled, the
idea of a local sawmill was born.
Since Sierra Institute is in the business of
supporting community and environment but
not in the sawmill business, he called upon
Indian Valley local Randy Pew and son Jared
Pew of J&C Enterprises to see if this vision
could be accomplished. They were interested.

Get a load
of this!
Serving Plumas, Sierra and
Lassen counties and
surrounding areas. Family
owned and operated
since 1976.

• Quality Controlled Transit
Mixed Concrete
• All Admixtures
• Commercial, Industrial and
Residential
• State, Federal and County Approved
• Radio Dispathed Trucks
• Portable Batch Plants
• Concrete Pumping Service

whitecapreadymix.com

Chester
530.258.3050
Portola
530.832.4225
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Sierra Institute’s Jonathan Kusel passes
the mic to J&C Enterprises’ Randy Pew to
talk about the opening of the sawmill in
Crescent Mills. Their partnership gives
rise to the ﬁrst new sawmill in the area in
decades. Photos by Meg Upton

Danny Manning (left) gives a land
acknowledgment with a Maidu song.

Rev. Todd DuBord

Former Chaplain for Chuck Norris

Feed, Seed & Treats
530.258.2525 • 607 Main St., Unit C, Chester • Michelle Watkins, Owner
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Angela Avery from Sierra Nevada
Conservancy speaks about her agency’s
support for the sawmill project.
“Solutions like this are not created in
Sacramento, but in local communities,” said
Wade Crawfoot, California’s secretary for
Natural Resources.
Angela Avery of Sierra Nevada
Conservancy was willing to have the Sierra
Institute rewrite the grant they were awarded
to reﬂect the new reality (the award had been
granted just before the ﬁre). The money would
now be used to build a sawmill and the
processing of the grant into this new changed
reality moved in rapidﬁre speed for an entity
running on a grant cycle.
The site is 28.129 acres, heavy industry land
use zoning with an active industrial general
permit. It was originally the site of heavy
industry and in recent years, Sierra Institute
spent a good deal of time and expense
cleaning up the local superfundlike site.
There were high levels of arsenic and mercury
and other heavy metals that needed to be
contended with and cleaned up. That was
completed long before the site was prepared
for the sawmill. Sierra Institute is also
preparing an onsite renewable energy
generation with thermal utilization similar to
the biomass plant that heats and fuels the
Plumas County Health and Services building
in Quincy.
The sawmill is oﬀ Highway 89 and the
railroad tracks and adjacent to the PG&E
substation.

With the backdrop of the Dixie Fire’s mark on the hillside, Indian Valley residents turn out to check out the new sawmill in Crescent
Mills sitting in the new shed. Photo by Meg Upton

“The ﬁre further underscored the need for
building a new forestry industry to support
both rural livelihoods and longterm forest
health. Suﬃcient processing infrastructure
and a strengthened market for forest biomass
will allow for increased pace and scale of forest
restoration activities. At full buildout this
campus could generate more than 30 industry
jobs for local residents,” according to Sierra
Institute in their release about the project.

Featuring exhibits on lumber grades, forest stands, old photos
and implements, the mission is to teach principles of
lumbering, forestry and sustainability and there is
no admission fee.

Ribbon cutting
On May 18 the sawmill had a ribbon
cutting open house with food booths provided
by High Sierra Sheep Company, Indian Valley

Cambridge Real Estate Services presents

BROOKSIDE SENIOR
APARTMENTS
ONE & TWO BEDROOMS (depending on income)
Brookside Senior Apartments, 738 Mikkelson Drive,
Auburn, CA 95603
We are accepting applications for our 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments. Visit our website at cresapts.com/brookside
530.823.1385 • TDD 800.735.2929
Professionally managed by Cambridge Real Estate Services
This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.

The museum building, completed in 2007, was constructed to look like the
old sawmill building operated by Collins Pine Co. from 1943-2001. The open-beam structure
provides an appealing space where different species of wood from the area are featured. Inside are
information panels and interactive displays on lumbering, forestry, wood identification, principles of
sustainability and the history of Collins Pine. Visitors can view a film on forestry-related topics in the
museum’s small theater.
Outside the building is a short viewing path featuring trucks and equipment used by Collins Pine
during the 1940s -1960s. There is also a 400-year-old Sugar Pine cross section dating back to 1620.

OPEN MID-MAY TO MID-OCTOBER, WED-SAT, 9-5

on the Collins Pine Lawn off
Main St., Chester • 530.258.2111

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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On May 18, the Crescent Mill’s sawmill sees its ribbon cutting ceremony.
Photo by Meg Upton

We feature hundreds of quilt kits, books, patterns, notions and
fabrics galore.
Shop online for kits
and more.
Stop by the store
and say hello!
HOURS:
Tues-Sat 9 am-6 pm

www.quiltkitstore.com

www.countrypinesquiltshop.com
704-395 Richmond Rd. East, Susanville • 530.257.4071
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Grind Coﬀee, Mary’s German Grill, and
Region Burger—the food was so popular and
attendance so high that the groups were
largely sold out.
Danny Manning, the Greenville Rancheria
assistant ﬁre chief and chair of Roundhouse
Council led those assembled in a land
acknowledgement followed by a prayer song in
the Maidu language. After which Bob Crowl
led the event goers in a trumpet rendition of
“God Bless America.” Jonathan Kusel, director
of Sierra Institute, welcomed the crowd and
told the story of how the sawmill came to be.
Supervisor Kevin Goss took the podium at
one point to say that “I’ve seen folks really rise
up to the occasion. They’re taking notice of us
in Sacramento,” he said.
The crowd practically gave a standing
ovation to Randy Pew the patriarch of the Pew
clan and an essential partner in J&C
Enterprises. He spoke at length about how
appreciative he was of the partnership
between J&C Enterprises and Sierra Institute.
He also spoke of the process of putting the mill
together. To order a new sawmill, for example,
it would have pushed back the project years.
They put the sawmill project together with
pieces delivered and shipped from all over the
country—ﬁve diﬀerent states. He too was
upset about the logs being ground into chips
and was proud to announce that the Caltrans
logs were now sitting at the wood campus
ready to be turned into boards. People
applauded.
The idea will be that people can bring their
logs from their properties and have them
turned into lumber they can use to start
putting their properties back together. Randy
Pew acknowledged both his sons: Jared who

NOW OFFERING SOLAR!
Free On-Site Evaluation

• All Electrical Work and Service Calls
• Affordable Electrical Service
• Installation
• Repair and Service
• Reliable, Trusted and Professional
• We Also Repair Septic Tanks

works along with him at J&C Enterprises, and
Tyler Pew who works with the Dixie Fire
Collaborative to help bring back Greenville in
a more vibrant and conscious way.
Other speakers included Eric Byous, U.S.
EPA Paciﬁc Southwest Region 9, Brownﬁelds
Project Manager, and Angela Avery, Sierra
Nevada Conservancy Executive Oﬃcer. Each
in their turn spoke brieﬂy of the power of
community to bring this project together and
the resiliency of the people of Indian Valley for
both wanting and championing the mill.
There were information booths on hand
for wood laminate products—which the new
mill site is also championing. Wood laminate
products take longer to burn—key in the
rebuild with ﬁre safety in mind.
The agencies and companies that helped
the sawmill endeavor are Sierra Institute,
Sierra Nevada Conservancy, Environmental
Protection Agency, J & C Enterprises,
Resources Legacy Fund, Weyerhaeuser Family
Foundation, the US Forest Service, Satterberg
Foundation, Tukman Family, Kaman
Industries Technologies, Beatty Construction,
Might Mite Transportable Sawmills, Wood
Mizer, Crescent Tow, American Valley
Hardware, Gold Country Hydraulics,
Mountain Building Supply, Wildhare Signs,
Joe Branch Electric, Inc. and Machinery Sales
Co.
While there is no grader yet, the current
mill processing means that property owners in
Indian Valley can bring their logs to the mill
and use processed lumber to rebuild fences
and outbuildings and projects getting ready for
the rebuild.
The Wood Campus site is open for retail
purchases on Fridays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. HCL

before your power goes out!

Order your GENERAC for public safety power shutoffs!
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once
a year. Let Universal Electric be the one to guarantee your
generator is working properly when the utility power fails.

New Installs • Service
Repair • Service Calls
Free Estimates
All Electrical Work
LOCALLY
OWNED AND
OPERATED

530.816.0685

CA LIC #840585
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Local photographer shares his photos with our readers
The pictures presented on this and the following page were generously
submitted to us by local photographer, adventurer and nature lover Norm
Williams.
The pictures below show an otter voraciously consuming a tasty bass

for breakfast on Lake Almanor.
The pictures below are of a bear in a meadow minding his own bear
business when he is joined by a couple of deer. There’s grass enough for
everyone!
As for the pictures on the opposite page, starting top left and going
clockwise, Norm and his wife, Penni, came across this lineup of
Merganser ducklings while kayaking; a wary pair of wild burros keep a
close eye on Norm as he snaps their picture. The bottom left picture is of
a meadow carpeted in wildﬂowers. Notice the peak of Mt. Lassen in the
far distance.
Thanks, Norm, for your wonderful photo submissions!

Photos by Norm Williams

Northeastern Health Center • 530.251.5000 • Mon.-Fri. 8-5
1850 Spring Ridge Dr., Susanville

Westwood Family Practice • Mon.-Fri. 8-5
530.256.315 • 209 Birch Street, Westwood
URGENT CARE Walk-In Hours in Susanville:
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm • Sat. 8 am-5 pm

www.northeasternhealth.org

To better serve our community, we accept:

ou’ll like
what you
hear!
WEEK RISK
FREE 2FREE
TRIAL!

• FREE FEP/BCBS Insurance Billing • FREE Hearing Screening

Call or stop by the WIC office
today to see if you qualify!

530.257.7094

1410 Chestnut St., Susanville

UpstateHearing.com • 800.843.4271
900 Main St. (Corner of Union & Main,) Susanville
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$

*

FREE
PLAY
for all new
out of town
guests!

FOOD VOUCHER
with hotel stay!

Call 1-877-319-8514
for reservations!

70 Lodge Style Rooms • Suites w/Whirlpool Tubs
Coffee Bar • Conference Rooms • Indoor Pool & Spa
Casino • Mini Mart • Smoke Shop • Business Center
Restaurant • Gift Shop • Exercise Room

900 Skyline Drive • Susanville
(530) 252-1100 • www.DMCAH.com
You must be 21 years of age and have a valid photo ID to enter the casino.

*With Valid Club Card.

