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This 
summer has 
brought 
with it all 
kinds of  
fun for 
kids, including 
expert instructions on how to fish, 
and what to do with a fish 
when you catch one.  Photo by Jack Trout
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ear Readers, 

     In this edition of High Country Life, 
we are celebrating all things summer 
— from community parades to 

recipes that keep you cool on a hot day. But we 
are also looking back on what happened one 
year ago, when the Dixie Fire ravaged much of 
our corner of the world and its devastation of 
Greenville.  

As this issue goes to press we are still in 
July with no idea of what the next few months 
will bring. Have we paid our dues the past few 
summers? Is it someone else’s turn? Actually, 
we hope that no one has to experience what 
our communities endured last year, but it’s 
not realistic. There will be fire this summer.  

Will we ever go back to a time when we 
weren’t scanning the horizon for wisps of 
smoke? Will we ever get used to seeing the 

charred vistas? We encourage you to read Meg 
Upton’s piece in this month’s issue. Her home 
was spared by the Dixie Fire, but her office 
was not. She has spent the past year 
documenting the recovery effort and shares a 
poignant account of what she is experiencing 
now.  

This thoughtful commentary is included 
in an issue that is replete with colorful 
photographs of local celebrations and events. 
It’s an interesting juxtaposition. We have had 
much to mourn in the past year, but also much 
to appreciate. Sometimes it seems like the 
world as a whole is imploding, but it’s nice to 
find some solace in our corner of the North 
State.  

We wish all of you a wonderful August and 
hope for the best. 

The staff of High Country Life
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n this day the kids won at 
fishing,” said fishing guide Jack 
Trout. And it’s true, May and early 
June were a very busy time for 
kids fishing. Community 

members, various organizations, government 
agencies, teachers, parents, professionals in 
the tourism industry, and more all banded 
together to create many days to remember for 
young ones fortunate enough to grow up in the 
beautiful mountain lake, streams, and river 
areas of the Sierra Nevada. 

“The Graeagle Mill Pond was specially 
planted with 1,600 Rainbow Trout on May 19 
by the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (CDFW) from the American River 
Trout Hatchery for three special projects: 
Trout Unlimited’s Kids’ Fishing event, the 
Plumas Christian School fishing day, and 
Quincy Special Education’s class fishing day,” 
said Amber Mouser, district fisheries 
biologist, representing Plumas/Sierra County, 
CDFW. 

Farther north in the county, Lake Almanor 
was planted May 26th with 10,000 catchable 
Rainbow Trout for the Chester Elementary 
School fourth-grade fishing event hosted by 
CDFW Crystal Lake Hatchery.  

“The Almanor Fishing Association was 
honored to once again assist Plumas County 

Fisheries Biologist Amber Mouser as Amber 
took Plumas County fourth-graders fishing,” 
said John Crotty, of Almanor Fishing 
Association. “AFA volunteers assisted in 
prepping rods, tying, and baiting hooks at 
Round Valley Reservoir and Lake Almanor.” 
And, on top of that, “For the past two years, 
through the generosity of Dave and Mark 
Banta and Duncan McIntyre, AFA has 
provided every participating child with a 
brand-new fishing rod,” he said.  

Spanish Creek was planted with 1,600 
catchable Rainbow Trout on May 25 for the 
Quincy Elementary School fourth-grade 
fishing event hosted by the CDFW American 

Plumas-Sierra kids feel the bite of summerFun!Fun!

By Mari Erin Roth 
eroth@plumasnews.com

’O
Professional fishing guide and long-time Almanor Fishing Association volunteer, John Crotty, lends a personal hand mentoring a new 

young fisherman, Patrick McHugh. Photo by Amber Mouser
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River Hatchery. Then on June 1, Round Valley 
Reservoir was planted with 800 catchable 
Rainbow Trout for the Greenville Elementary 
School fourth-grade fishing event by CDFW 
Crystal Lake Hatchery. 
 Traveling to the eastern edges of the 
County, Lake Davis was planted on June 2 with 
3,400 catchable Rainbow Trout for the C. Roy 
Carmichael Elementary School fourth-grade 
fishing event by Darrah Springs Hatchery.  

“As I walked down the boat ramp at Honker 
Cove at Lake Davis on June 2nd, I could feel the 
cool breeze and smell the dew of an evergreen 
scent in the air,” said Jack Trout. “I saw the 
numerous clouds and realized this was the 
perfect climate for a Plumas County trout 
plant in the spring. I thought to myself, finally, 
a Plumas County Kids Fishing Day that 
wouldn’t be scorching hot.”  

As Trout got closer to the lake, he could see 
small grey mayflies in the air and there all the 
fourth-grade kids from three classes at 
Portola Elementary. Trout noticed the insect 
population because he is an expert maker of 
fishing flies. He hosted a training and 
demonstration at the county fair while 
helping with the Kid’s Fishing Pond there. 
“There had been rain storms off and on 
constantly since February, but the recent 
rains in May made the climate comfortable 
with temps in the 70s,” said Trout. 

Attendees discussed the importance of 

Rainbow Trout are about to come out the spout as students from Roy C. Carmichael Elementary cheer them on. Photo by Jack Trout
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having hobbies, and then Trout laid the 
groundwork for some instruction in the art of 
fishing. “I demonstrated fly casting and also 
talked about what each mechanism of using a 
fly rod entailed,” said Trout. “Then we talked 
about fly tying and how the bugs they see 
flying around (are what) we imitate by tying 
something similar with feathers on a fly tying 
device.”  

Trout showed the students the flies he 
uses, “and the kids were great with all their 
intelligent questions,” said Trout. “I saw at 
least five students catch trout on flies and 
many other students caught trout on bait; it 
was the best fishing I had ever seen during 
this program.”  

Trout has participated by donating his 
time and expertise in many of these programs 
for kids over the years. “The weather was 
perfect for releasing the 10,000 pounds of 
trout from three hatcheries and without the 
help of superstar government officials like 
Amber Mouser who organizes these events, 
this program probably would have probably 
been scrapped during Covid,” said Trout. “I 
really think Amber has an Aunt named Glinda, 
the Good Witch from the North, (as) she 
always puts the capital “G” in Government and 
thinks about kid programs that benefit 
Plumas & Sierra Counties.”  

Trout added, “Also, all the teachers 
involved from all the schools around Plumas 

International fishing guide, Jack Trout, gives a lesson on casting 
to the students of Roy C. Carmichael Elementary School at Lake 
Davis before fishing rods donated by Almanor Fishing 
Association are handed out (to keep) for each participating 
student.  Photo submitted

Jasper Harston is basking in fisherman’s delight after catching a 
trout at Lake Davis on June 2. Photo by Amber Mouser
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County, you folks have a lifelong fan; my Dad is 
a part of your alumni, so in his honor I come 
back to help kids like he did for over 35 years.” 

Fishing guides see just about every mishap 
that could possibly happen on a fishing trip, 
and over time, they see them all. “I was so 
impressed with these classes from Portola, 
the kids were very courteous and encouraging 
(to) one another. No one got hooked, hit or 
tossed either! I say that jokingly, but can you 
believe that many kids are fishing in one area 
and I saw them looking behind before they cast 
and helping others with their catches, also so 
many assists putting on bait and helping a 
fellow classmate,” observed Trout. “I was so 
proud to be a part of this and when you have 

kids that are this respectful, it makes you 
want to come back and add on to these types of 
activities. 

“Kids these days don’t know why they feel 
anxious, insecure, angry, and hopeless. It’s 
because they need nature. The only thing in 
life that’s perfect is nature; everything else is 
naturally imperfect,” said Trout. Sharing his 
philosophy, “One hundred and fifty years ago 
we spent 90 percent of our time outdoors, we 
were meant to be out there most of the time, 
the more time, the better you will feel, 
physically, mentally and spiritually,” said 
Trout. 

This year’s event was one of the most 
successful so far with the grace of 

A group picture is taken at Lake Davis 
with the new young fisherfolk and 
support crew on June 2. 
Photo submitted

‘Kids these days don’t 
know why they feel 

anxious, insecure, angry 
and hopeless ... 

It’s because they 
need nature.’ 

—Jack Trout

Rainbow Trout are pumped into Mill Pond May 19 in Graeagle as young students, soon to 
be fishing, watch. Photo by Amber Mouser
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To better serve our community, we accept:

uncontrollable factors of weather, COVID, and 
volunteer availability all hitting a peak 
trifecta.  

“A special thanks to the Almanor Fishing 
Association (AFA) for providing fishing rods 
for all of the participating fourth-graders and 
to the AFA members for helping the kids learn 
to fish,” said Mouser. The youngsters gifted 
the fishing rods were able to take them home 
and continue their fishing adventures after 
school let out into the summer months. “Every 
student that participated in the program took 
home their own fishing rod,” said Crotty. 
Maybe they will teach their parents what they 
learned from the pros! 

“I was honored to be a part of this program 
and plan on making it every year,” said Trout. 
“Plumas County is my home and where I was 
born; I hope more former students who 
graduated from schools in Plumas County 
come back and help any way they can, kids 
need mentors, hobbies and history. We can all 
do our part in this endeavor for humanities 
future.” 

“ … A big thank you to the CA Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, US Forest Service, the 
Department of Water Resources, the Plumas 
County Fish and Game Commission, Feather 
River Trout Unlimited, Plumas County 
Outdoor Core Program, local fishing guides, 
and the teachers and parents for providing 
staff to assist with these events,” said Mouser.  

Credit where credit is due, “Certainly, 
Amber Mouser deserves the credit for 
scheduling and organizing these youth fishing 
events, and AFA is eager to assist as 
collectively we introduce children to the sport 
of fishing,” said Crotty. “Children are the 
future of our sport, what a wonderful way to 
get kids out, teach them the intricacies of 
fishing and hopefully build a lifelong love of 
the outdoors and fishing.” HCL

Here come the fish! The delivery 
truck turns on the power to deliver 
10,000 “ready to be caught” 
Rainbow Trout from the CDFW 
Crystal Lake Fish Hatchery to Lake 
Almanor on May 26 for the Chester 
Elementary fishing event. 
Photos by Amber Mouser

Chester Elementary students are armed with their very own, to-take-home, fishing rods 
donated by Almanor Fishing Association on May 26.
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ASPHALT  ROCK  SAND  GRAVEL  CONCRETE

Thousands return to Quincy for music festival

housands of music lovers flocked to 
Quincy for the biggest festival in the 
Sierra Nevada mountains for the High 
Sierra Music Festival. The migration 

had been on hiatus, but was back in full 
rainbow colors for the 2022 July 4th weekend. 

“We are beyond thrilled to return to 
Quincy after three long years to celebrate 30 
years of High Sierra Music Festival,” said 
festival spokesperson, Rebecca Sparks. “The 
entire festival community — from the fans to 
the musicians and vendors and staff — have 
really missed coming together and have 
missed Quincy.” 

The town population was 1,630 in the 2020 
census and the sign coming into town says 
5450, which includes various surrounding 
areas, but the population more than doubles 
that during the annual festival. There were 

The crowds return for the 2022 High Sierra Music Fest held in Quincy over the Fourth of July weekend. Photo by Mari Erin Roth

By Mari Erin Roth 
eroth@plumasnews.com

T



  High Country Life  •  August 2022   11

We feature hundreds of quilt kits, books, patterns, notions and       
                                                                                      fabrics galore.     
                                                                                 Shop online for kits   
                                                                                        and more. 
                                                                                   Stop by the store 
                                                                                      and say hello!

www.quiltkitstore.com

              HOURS: 
  Tuesday-Saturday 10 AM- 5:30

www.countrypinesquiltshop.com 
704-395 Richmond Rd. East, Susanville • 530.257.4071

2.8 mile run  |  6.4 mile bike  |  3.1 mile kayak 
SOLO or TEAM CHALLENGE  |  OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

100% of proceeds go to 
helping those rescued from 

child sex trafficking.

REGISTER AT www.couragerun.org  |  or Facebook: Courage Triathlon, Lake Almanor

approximately 7,000 attendees at the last 
gathering in 2019. There have been banner 
years with as many as 15,000 music lovers 
getting into the Quincy-vibe during the three-
decade history of the festival. 

Town folk endure the swell in population 
as the surge brings in enough business to 
carry some local stores into the black for the 
year. “I love what the festival does for the 
town,” said longtime Quincy resident Jacky 
Trotter. “I’ve never been to the festival, but I 
love the energy that comes with it and I know 
the revenue is good for the businesses.”  

Crowd-intolerant locals wander to Bucks 
Lake or other cool spots while the visitors fill 

Crowds are drawn to the Shabbat Tent by the charisma and constant smile on the face of “Rabbi Yonah” Bookstein (center) who is 
passing bread to be shared. Perhaps the music and free vegan food help draw and maintain the crowd as well. It’s all about smiles, 

singing, and good food at the Shabbat Tent, which is a big hit every year. Photo by Mari Erin Roth
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Disco Biscuit plays on and on with no breaks, no words, just continuous music through their whole set! The crowd loves it and dances 
through the night at the Grandstand stage. Photo by Mari Erin Roth
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restaurants and empty grocery stores over 
the weekend. It’s hard to beat the 
entertainment anywhere around town for 
people watching. Music “festies” bring their 
most colorful outfits and wildest behavior for 
the weekend and the Sheriff’s Blotter is 
generally packed with entertaining items. 
Mostly harmless shenanigans take place 
during the four-day campout at the Plumas 
Sierra Fairgrounds. 

The schedule of performers for High 
Sierra is always spectacular with multiple 
stages playing at one time. Big Meadows, 
Vaudeville and Grandstand are the big 
outdoor venues. Concurrently, indoor 
performance “playshops” take place in the 
cool of the Music Hall with its huge expanse 
and polished concrete floor.  

In the evening there are Funk’n Jamhouse 
late night shows until the wee hours (3 a.m.) 
and the Troubador sessions where artists 
from various bands take turns talking and 
playing their music for an intimate crowd of 
75 starting at midnight. Big names in 2022 
included Peter Rowan & Railroad Earth, The 
Floozies, The Slip, Spafford, The California 
Honeydrops, Cris Jacobs, Steve Poltz, Lindsay 
Lou, Scott Pemberton, Pigeons Playing Ping 
Pong, Samatha Fish, Greensky Bluegrass, 
Lettuce, Twiddle, Skerik & The True Loves, 
Orgone, and many, many more. The festival is 
literally jam-packed with music. 

The mornings begin with the locally 
produced Grizzly Radio show “Morning Sushi” 
where anyone can have their 15 minutes of 
fame singing for their breakfasts. Performers 
are gifted with free food coupons for a 15-

Grace Jimeniz has a space sweet enough for a princess. She is 5 and a half years old and 
from Santa Cruz. Her parents met at HSMF in 2015. This is Grace’s first time at festival. 

Photo by Mari Erin Roth

The schedule of 
performers is 

always spectacular 
with multiple 

stages playing at 
the same time.



14   High Country Life  •  August 2022

702-340 
JOHNSTONVILLE 

RD., 
SUSANVILLE 

530.257.5123 

HOURS: 
paylessbuildingsupply.com

minute set aired live on Grizzly Radio 7:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. At 9 a.m., dozens of festies 
gather for morning yoga and meditation on 
the big lawn. The hour wakeup is followed by a 
series of dance fun workshops until early 
afternoon giving the crew time to open their 
eyes and hearts to the day’s upcoming 
experiences.  

Organic food, micro-beers, expensive 
clothing and jewelry vendors line the Grand 
Stand area for perusing all day and night. 
Creativity abounds in homemade costumes 
with HSMF providing themes for each day. 
Colorful hulu hoops spin day and night along 
with the most spectacular hand-held lighting 
apparatuses. Sitting on the sidelines watching 
is a full experience in itself, but there is a daily 
parade that is eye-candy for any camera. 
Dragons, butterflies, and stilted Quircus 
locals bring it all to the table during the drum-
beating cavalcade that wanders like a snake 
through the food court to culminate on the big 
lawn. Children and families are embraced at 
the festival and so many of the activities are 

designed to bring out the “kid” in everyone. 
During the festival Mark Serumgard said 

the side benefit has been connecting with all 
the Quincy people that he hasn’t seen really 
since Covid cut socializing down to a 
minimum. “It’s just been really great seeing 
Quincy people and hanging out.” Diane Irving 
said, “Honestly, I’m looking forward to seeing 
all the vendors.” And there is plenty of that. 
The most artistic of banners fly advertising 
clothing, jewelry, hats, all kinds of costumes 
and capes, and toys! Drawing customers in can 
be a challenge with so much serious 
competition. 

Free food and music is offered at the 
Shabbat Tent where smiles are contagious 
and there always seems to be a party going on. 

One of dozens of “signs of the times” that 
decorate the High Sierra Festival 
grounds during the 30th Annual event 
held June 30-July 3, 2022. 
Photo by Mari Erin Roth
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Patti’s Thunder Cafe
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557 Lawrence St., Quincy 
530.283.3300

Who knew God could be so fun? Gluten-free 
pasta, vegan grub, and a little drop of wine (or 
grape juice) add to the celebratory mood. The 
group (shabbattent.org) is based in Los 
Angeles, but has already hosted similar tents 
during the 2022 festival season in Coachella, 
Chicago, and at the Rainbow Festival this year. 
Religious services have stopped since Covid 
except for holidays, but in the world of 
summer festivals, the show must go on. 

The 30th anniversary looks to have been a 
big success. The crowds at shows were large 
and enthusiastic. The weather couldn’t have 
been more perfect, clear, warm days, cool at 
night, minimal wind, and no rain; it was ideal. 

Everything felt normal, better than normal 
actually, because there was a real 
appreciation for what has been missed the 
past three years during Covid. Then there was 
the fire. And here we are, listening to music 
and loving life.  

So, until next year, High Sierra will be a 
memory of taste, sight, sound, touch, scent 
and that other one, the sixth sense that can’t 
be named. Each year is followed by a 
commitment to arrive earlier, stay later, 
participate more, dress up more extremely, 
and soak it all in. I guess that’s the sign of a 
really great festival, the one we already look 
forward to next year!  HCL

Lighting up the night sky are Sophia, whose festival name is “Loaf,” and Mitch from 
Reno. This pair was a big hit. Photo by Mari Erin Roth
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o far summer has been relatively 
mild in Indian Valley (knock on 
whatever wood is left) and we 
collectively hope it remains that way 
as August begins and we are 

reminded of what happened last summer. 
Actually, that’s not true; our memories 

have been active all summer. Gold Diggers Day 
2021 was the last time many of us were in 
downtown Greenville—back when no one 
thought a downtown without many trees in it 
would be the target of the Dixie Fire. I say 

‘target’ because in its aftermath, that’s how 
many of our residents felt: targeted even if it’s 
just an emotional response.  

None of us evacuated the exact same day. 
Some of us took off when it was voluntary — 
getting our mothers and grandmothers out of 
there just to be on the safe side of a fire that 
surely would stay behind the dozer lines. Some 
of us got out when the oxygen in the air 
became too hard for our lungs to find. Some of 
us were on vacation and could not get back to 
evacuate properly — to pack our cars with 

wedding albums and school pictures. Some of 
us had just finished unpacking from the first 
evacuation when we heard the call for the 
second one — and we left bags of stuff by the 
door. Some of us evacuated at the last minute 
and heard the bombs of propane tanks 
exploding like some strange evil take on the 
1812 Overture. Some saw the fire in their rear-
view mirrors and got to the foreign town of 
Quincy shell-shocked and lost as to what to do 
next. Last summer was unbearably hot and 
desert dry and it felt never-ending.  

Greenville:

It’s hard to live in the burn scar but there’s hope too. This is a view from the grade driving 
north into Greenville. Greenery pushes through the burn scar. Photo by Meg Upton

S
By Meg Upton 

mupton@plumasnews.com
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One year after the Dixie Fire
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The charred remains of Greenville: burnt 
out cars, bent lampposts, unrecognizable 
twisted and now rusting metal gave us an 
eerie wasteland for months on end. A year-
round Halloween hell-scape. Only the ugliest 
buildings survived: mostly the ones recently 
built out of concrete and flame-resistant 
material: all the quaint cabins and 1900s 
architecture were gone. 

We sifted through remains impressed at 
the tenacious staying power of ceramics. The 
rose Wedgewood vase that sat perched on the 
tallest cabinet in my office survived without a 
single crack, using the burnt books in my 
office as a giant ash pillow to land. 

It’s been more shock than anyone should 
have to live through over and over again each 
day, but like the news cycle, time marches on 
and doesn’t care if fire victims aren’t ready yet 
to move at the pace of the world.  

In the aftermath of the Dixie Fire many 
residents whose houses remained said, “that’s 
it” and sold their houses — some with 
everything in it. Everything. We stayed in 
hotels; crashed on friends’ couches. People 
camped out for months—even when the winter 
got bitter and unforgiving. We couldn’t care 
about little things like COVID anymore.  
People who lost houses and had insurance 
bought up other houses nearby or took their 
payouts other places. We have former 
residents in Nebraska, Texas, Idaho, 
Connecticut, Missouri, Oregon, Nevada to 
name a few. Chico took in a few more residents 
too—as has Susanville, Westwood, Chester, 
and Quincy. 

To survive a fire that takes your whole 
town is a peculiar sort of trauma. To remain in 
the burn scar and to rebuild one’s life after a 
fire is nothing short of a superpower. There 
are many of us who haven’t left. There are 
former residents who have moved back to help 
with recovery. We live the fire over and over 
again. 

Sometimes we forget. I mean, you can 
never forget, of course, but you find yourself 
reflexively reaching for something that no 
longer exists. Maybe it’s some paperwork you 
need to prove you are here. Maybe it’s a box of 
Christmas ornaments or the baby blanket 
that’s been through all your grandkids and 
there’s a new baby who’ll never know such 
legacy and you buy a new one at Target 
instead. The loss comes in waves. A student 
who died gave me a glass apple I kept on my 
desk and while making an inventory list for an 
insurance company and looking at photos of 
my office — it was the glass apple that did me 
in, that broke me down into a puddle of tears 
on the floor of my mother’s house four months 
after the fire. As much as the Dixie Fire has 
taken from us, it has given us much as well — if 
we are open to acknowledging it. 

The Dixie Fire has given us a resiliency 
many of us didn’t know we had. We live in less 
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Tax Credits of up to $5,000 Help Small Businesses Make 
Websites More Accessible to Disabled Individuals

     Plaintiff’s attorneys have increasingly sued companies, alleging their websites fail to comply with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), California Unruh Civil Rights Act, and similar state laws 
that prohibit discrimination against disabled individuals. The justification of these lawsuits is that 
companies with websites that do not allow those with disabilities to use and enjoy the website are 
engaging in unlawful discrimination. While the law remains unsettled in this area, judges are 
increasingly enforcing anti-discrimination laws against companies that do not have accessible 
websites. The cost of non-compliance can be staggering, costing companies exponentially more 
than if the company had just made their website accessible. 

     Uncle Sam has now entered the fray, extending a helping hand to small businesses that wish to 
invest in updating or maintaining their websites to be more accessible to those with disabilities. In 
particular, the IRS is offering a one-time tax credit of up to $5,000 for small businesses that incur 
expenses associated with making their website more accessible. Website expenses incurred must 
be between $250 to $10,250, and only 50% of the costs are eligible for the credit (with a maximum 
credit of $5,000). In order to claim the credit, businesses need to use IRS Form 8826 (Disabled 
Access Credit) and file the form with their tax return. Only businesses with less than $1 million in 

gross revenue or fewer than 30 full-time employees in the prior tax year are 
eligible for the credit. Your accountant or tax preparer can assist you further 

to determine if your business qualifies for the credit.

 BEQUETTE & KIMMEL ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION
307 W Main St., Quincy • 530.283.0680 • 17 Highway 89, Graeagle • 530.836.0193

fear now because the impending reality of so 
much of the dry drought-stricken West has 
already hit us here. We formed organizations 
like the Dixie Fire Collaborative. The local 
Rotary is sporting the largest membership it’s 
had in years. We have learned to advocate for 
ourselves. We are no longer hurt by the 
residents of other towns who say caustic 
things like “Oh my, I haven’t driven through 
Greenville yet — it would be so depressing to 
do so. I couldn’t take it.” We have learned that 
our reality is too hard for other people. It 
makes us rely more on each other. 

We’ve also seen greatness in other people 
that only comes out when the chips are down—
and this was the year of the chipped dead trees 
on the side of the road. People who live in 
Greenvilles across the country have sent us 
money, shirts, well-wishes. We’ve had gift 
cards and gas cards helping people out. We’ve 
had people driving up here with carloads of 
supplies. Those of us who remain have cleaned 
out our garages of things someone else could 
use. We’ve had the Wolf Creek 4-H bringing 
wildflower seeds to replant the hillsides. We 
have been in songs in Nashville. We have been 
blessed with philanthropy from many 
corners. But most of the greatness has come 
from within. We have taken care of each other. 
We are bonded now — first as the people of a 
town that burned, and second as a people who 
remained to rebuild and reimagine what the 
town could be like. Without the trees we see 
views of our town we’ve never seen before and 
some of them are breathtaking. 

It was by anyone’s account, a brutal, hard 
winter. We had traffic stops that lasted 
forever. It took 90 minutes to drive a 23-
minute route.  

Spring and summer have been mild. We 
had a little snow, whereas the year before we 
had none. We’ve had milder temperatures and 
a little bit of rain. We’ve had amazing 
wildflowers. Those with aspen trees on their 
properties have remarked of seeing blooms 
they’ve never seen before. Bushy new growth 
oak leaves burst out of the charred remains of 
stumps. With spring and summer we’ve been 
able to see the patches of green that remain on 
the mountains surrounding our valley town. 
We’ve seen just how close the rest of Indian 
Valley came to burning. 

There are a few of us who have a 
foundation poured. Evergreen Market and the 
Dollar General are open again. Nellz Towne 
Pump is open as is Mohawk cardlock station. 
Riley’s Beef Jerky is in a new location and its 
new building along the highway is nearly 
complete. Downtown is sporting food truck 
trailers along Pine Street — an area which will 
now be known as ‘The Spot.’ There’s a beautiful 
blue sky with dotted white clouds, which we 
will never take for granted again. 

And there will be some kind of Greenville 
here once again. HCL

Brodiaea were  some of the first wildflowers to emerge on this Williams Valley property. 
Photo by Joaquin Mann
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NO INTEREST 
WITH PAYMENTS 
FOR 6 MONTHS!* zaengles.com • 530.257.7788 • 2800 Main Street, Susanville (in front of Walmart)

*Interest will be calculated on your account from the purchase date. If the  
purchase balance is not paid in full within 6 months or if you make a  late 

payment, interest will be charged on the total purchase.

MATTRESSES300 IN STOCK!Queen 10 Year Mattresses from...$499

Log Beds from... 
$1198

or nearly a decade, energetic athletes 
have joined the fight to end human 
trafficking during the Courage 
Triathlon held in and around Lake 
Almanor. 

The eighth annual Courage Triathlon, 
open to solo or three-person team challenges, 
will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 17 at the 
Lake Almanor Country Club. Proceeds benefit 
Courage House — a home for girls rescued out 
of sex trafficking. Particpants run (2.8 miles), 
bike (6.4 miles) and kayak (3.1 miles) in a 12.3-
mile loop. 

Particpants run (2.8 miles), bike (6.4 miles) and kayak (3.1 miles) in a 12.3-mile loop. 
Photo submitted

Courage Triathlon seeks sponsors 
in its fight to end human trafficking

By Sam Williams 
swilliams@lassennews.com

F
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Howard Construction is a locally owned
and operated full service construction
company. Owner Kyle Howard has been
in the construction field since 1978,
building custom homes and other
structures in the Lake Almanor
Basin since the 1980s.
Howard Construction ranks
customer service first. We are
meticulous and strive for perfection.
We take pride in professionalism,
quality work and customer
satisfaction at a competitive price
while maintaining superior
service.

530.258.3541, Office • 530.258.1601, Cell • Mobile App: Text HC4U to 72727

New Homes
Remodels

Decks • Porches
Carports • Garages
Roofing • Plumbing
Electrical • Painting

Concrete Work
EPA Certified in

Renovations 
and Repair

Testing • Evaluation
Documentation

Removal

kyle@howardconstruction4u.com
Website: www.howardconstrucion4u.com 

Sponsorship opportunities
$1,000 Ultimate Courageous World 

Changer
• Your company, group or family will get 

one team registration. 
• Your logo/name placed on our race 

website. 
• Your company or team name/logo will be 

placed on the back of our race shirt. 
• The opportunity to promote your 

business and your passion for change during 
the event. 

• Honorable mention during the event. 
• Optional — Sponsor provided material 

place in swag bag. 

$750 Superhero Sponsor
• One team registration. 

• Your company name/logo on our race 
website. 

• Your company name/logo placed on race 
shirt. 

• Honorable mention during the event. 

• Optional — Sponsor provided material 
place in swag bag. 

$500 Warrior sponsor
• One single participant registration. 
• Your company name/logo on the race 

shirt. 
• Optional — Sponsor provided material 

place in swag bag. 

According to a statement from the 
organizers, sponsors help make a positive 
difference in the lives of young victims. 

To register, go to the event’s website, 
courageworldwide.org/event. For more 
information, email 
triathlon@courageworldwide.org.  HCL
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TRACTOR TIRES              and
FARM EQUIPMENT

Susanville Towing and Lassen Tire 
Auto and Truck Repair • Rental Cars 
Heavy Duty Truck Towing and Mobile Mechanic

Towing 530.257.8640 • Shop 530.257.5114 
2955 Johnstonville Road, Susanville

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

US DOT #375058 
MC #501144

  
anna go for a paddle?” said 

Dave. “Sure,” said I.  
The adventure began with 

the collecting of boats (kayaks) 
and interested folk. Jeff 

Rockholm, Linda Lou Smith, Dave Kintader, 
and I, met up at Gansner Park about 1 p.m. on 
one of those early hot, windy days of summer. 
Dave had borrowed a boat for me from Dino, he 
and Linda Lou were already set, and Jeff had 
an inflatable version that took a little while to 
prepare. Eventually all the boats and paddlers 
were gathered under the walk-over bridge, set 
and ready to take off down Spanish Creek.  

“This is probably the last day of the 
season,” said Dave, as the water level was 
dropping for the summer to challenging levels 
in some places. There would be a little butt-
skootching here and there along the way. We 
pushed off toward Oakland Camp where we 
arrived 3-and-a-half hours later.  

Between start and finish we went over two 
beaver dams and under two fences with 
barbed wire. I flipped off my sit on top kayak 
going under one of the fences and Linda Lou 
dumped her boat in nearly the same spot. The 
problem with that is her boat is traditional, so 
it filled with water. That makes it considerably 
more difficult to get back to paddling when the 
river is pushing you along and your boat is half 
a foot below the surface. But that was a ways 
into the paddle.  

Earlier there were sweet moments drifting 
incredibly slow, the warm wind blew the 
leaves and branches of the trees that lined the 
mini canyon housing the creek. Birds’ secret 
lairs were spotted and tufts of wildflowers of 
all colors dotted the ridges and sandbars. 
Dave, could be nicknamed Ferdinand for all his 
love of wildflowers, would paddle to the side 
and jump out of his boat to collect a floral 
specimen of a different color at each 
opportunity. He had a proud little bouquet 
going that included all the shades of the 
rainbow.  

Dave definitely has the whole paddle 
experience dialed in. He had his feet kicked up 
on top of his boat, cool beverages, crunchy 
snacks (enough to share), and a super 
fantastic sound system playing bluegrass all 

By Mari Erin Roth 
eroth@plumasnews.com

Paddling down the Feather River — there’s nothing like it

Feather River, Plumas County, California. File photo
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the way down the creek. It was all waterproof, 
but no need, Dave didn’t get wet. Jeff had a few 
challenges as the inflatable uninflated itself a 
few times and needed rebooting. He made it 
look like a comfortable choice, but it was 
necessity that had him kicked WAY back 
reclining in his sinking ship. He had to spread 
his weight out to not scrape bottom until he 
could find a sandbar to pull out in and add air 
to his craft. Smiles all the way though (the key 
to a good paddle).  

The dry wind helped make flipping the 
boat tolerable. I ended up in the water twice. I 
lost my hat on one of the dunks, but then I had 
chosen one I was not fond of for just that 
anticipated reason. Going over the beaver 
dams was exciting. The ideal spot was obvious, 
but getting lined up and hitting it just right 
felt as complicated as landing a plane on a 
small runway. Truth is that an unmanned boat 
would probably naturally take the same path 
on its own. There were low spots to avoid, rock 
outcroppings in the most inconvenient 
locations to navigate, and overall, plenty of 
features to make the whole adventure very 
engaging and entertaining. Oh, how could I 
omit the countless trees, bushes, and shrubs 
that reach out from the banks over the water? 
Dodging them, ducking under them, going 
through them, being knocked off by them, that 
was probably the most technically difficult 
navigation of the day. Oh, and then all those 
little spiders that end up in the boat hitching a 
ride after being shaken from their 
comfortable homes, it’s hard to overstate the 
excitement of all of that! 

The very coolest times for me were when 
there was nothing happening, when the water 
ran deep and slow to near stop with plenty of 
uneventful time for just looking around. The 
sit-on-top kayak invites me to sit cross legged, 
as I do when meditating, and man, did that put 
me in the zone!  The wind, the clouds, the 
wildlife, the view from the water, were all 
spectacular. I felt like I was teleported to some 
magical world beyond the daily deal. Well, 
that’s exactly what it was. The paddle took us 
to another world. It is a place with completely 

different lifestyles, inhabitants, and goals. We 
four visited a land suspended in time, running 
on a foreign clock, another dimension.  It is so 
funny because it is there always, running 
parallel to the world we have created and live 
in, but so totally different that it seems like 
another planet. Clearly, I don’t get out enough, 
but it was mind-blowing to feel so held in a 
pocket, safe, secure, in mother nature’s 
capable hands.  

Truth is, the sudden heat after winter and 
the strong winds kind of freaked me out at 
first. I was transported to last July when there 
was nothing more frightening to me than the 
combination of strong wind and heat. I was so 
grateful to be experiencing wind with joy 
again, to be fascinated by the clouds moving so 
fast above, my hair flying in all directions, wet 
clothes drying quickly. Some of it probably had 
to do with being nestled in the walls Spanish 
Creek had carved in the valley floor through 
the years.  

Photographs could never relay the peace 
and serenity, the order and chaos, the hazards 

and successes, and all the beauty of the day. A 
painting might do it and perhaps words, 
words might remind an experienced soul of all 
that happens following the path of water, but if 
you haven’t drifted down the Feather River or 
one of the flowing creeks in our canyon, I’m 
not sure anything except the actual 
experience could convey the details. It’s well 
worth the trouble. It’s worth getting wet, 
brushing off spiders, the cuts, the bruises, the 
items lost to the river, and the hours invested; 
the more the better! The biggest bonus was 
sharing the day with friends and having a 
meal afterward in town. Food always tastes so 
great after a day adventuring outdoors. 
Talking and laughing about all that occurred 
on the water is so fun.  

Sharing the day magnifies the exuberance 
ten-fold. We know. We were there together, and 
hey, there’s the picture that captured us the 
moments after Linda Lou sunk, I flipped and 
dunked, and Jeff almost wore his boat like a 
sweater. The only thing missing is Dave’s 
colorful bouquet.HCL
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Rev. Todd DuBord
Former Chaplain for Chuck Norris

The paddle crew, from left: Mari Erin 
Roth, Dave Kintader, Jeff Rockholm, and 
Linda Lou Smith regroup on a sandbar of 

Spanish Creek at the midway point 
during an early summer paddle. The four 
made one of the final runs from Gansner 

Park to Oakland Camp before water 
levels dropped for the season. 

Photo submitted
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Serving all of Lassen and Plumas Counties

Calling All Farmers & Ranchers! 
Trust your local Ed Staub & Sons for reliable fuel 
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            Now is the time 
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ess than 10 months after the Dixie 
Fire completely destroyed MiniFlex 
Microphones of Greenville, it resumed 
business by exhibiting its newest 
products at the recent NAMM 

(National Association of Music Merchants) 
show in Anaheim. This is the music industry’s 
largest trade show and the 2022 event was the 
first industry trade show since the pandemic 
began. 

Founded in 1988 by Ken Donnell, MiniFlex 
Microphones has a worldwide reputation for 
selling the 2MicTM, a line of unique 
microphone products for amplifying guitars 
and other stringed musical instruments based 
on Donnell’s four USA patents. Despite losing 
every tool, its entire parts inventory, and every 
paper and digital record, MiniFlex was able to 
display a brand new 2Mic product line based 
on Donnell’s newest patent, which is currently 
in the application process.  

He reports that “While it was a huge risk to 
exhibit at NAMM, this proved to be a 
spectacular re-launch for MiniFlex 
Microphones. Many other companies had to 
shut down their R&D (research and 
development) during the pandemic, and had 
no new products to display. Fortunately, we 
had just completed a huge R&D effort 
immediately before the Dixie Fire, and we had 
a competitive new line of  ‘cutting edge’ 
products to display at NAMM.”  

Donnell also credits this success to the 
support from many long-time business 
partners and vendors. Vendors from around 
the country and the world sent parts and 
supplies, sometimes at no charge. Local 
support also came from John Steffanic who 
printed logo T-shirts for everyone working in 
the MiniFlex booth. Donnell confirmed that 
“we received the final parts for our NAMM 
product samples the week before the show, and 
we were building these samples right up to the 
final moment when we had to leave for 
Anaheim.”  

Equally helpful was the effort by many 
famous performing artists who organized a Go 
Fund Me effort, which raised the cash Donnell 
needed to re-start MiniFlex Microphones. 
Adam del Monte, a world renowned classical 
and flamenco guitarist, who performed in 
Greenville in 2017, organized the campaign, 
and also performed at the MiniFlex NAMM 
booth as an artist-endorser.  

Post NAMM, Donnell is working steadily to 

Local Plumas-Lassen band, Rickety Bridge, with Cory Rickert (left) and Dave Bainbridge 
(right) performing at the MiniFlex Microphone booth during the 2022 NAMM show in 

Anaheim. Also shown are booth assistants, Matt Goodson (left) and Will Werstler 
(right), both of Quincy. Photo submitted

A local business is reborn following the Dixie Fire

L
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            FREE Early Learning and 
Preschool programs for pregnant 

mothers and children ages 0-5, including 
children age-eligible for transitional kindergarten. 

SCFO is inclusive of all children's development levels 
and abilities, and children do NOT need to be potty 

trained to enroll. 

We partner with families to prepare children for success in school 
and life through a focus on education, health and family services. 
Children are encouraged to explore and grow as they adjust to a 
structured learning environment that encourages social emotional 
and cognitive development. 

APPLY TODAY! 1.800.404.1242
www.headstart4u.org

Serving Lassen, 
Plumas and 
Modoc Counties!

resume production, both at a temporary 
location in Quincy, and with Eleca 
International in China. It appears there is a 
world of musicians eagerly awaiting this new 
generation of 2Mic products, and Donnell 
hopes these will be available for sale as early as 
September of this year.  

Asked to recall a memorable moment from 
NAMM, he replied that “when Adam del Monte 
began to play Bach, everyone nearby was 
mesmerized by hearing beautiful classical 
music played with such a high volume level and 
natural tone quality. All of the nearby electric 
guitars and amps suddenly became quiet as 
people turned to listen. The power of Bach, the 
2Mic, and Adam’s incredible artistry, tamed, 
for a precious moment, the savage beast of 
Rock ‘n Roll.”  HCL

Adam del Monte performs Bach at the MiniFlex Microphones booth during the June 
2022 NAMM music industry trade show in Anaheim. Photo submitted



y little 70-year-old house in Quincy 
doesn’t have air conditioning, and 
the parts that haven’t been 
remodeled don’t have double-paned 
windows, or much insulation in the 

walls. So when the temperatures soar outside to 
90 degrees or better, it can be close to 80 
degrees inside. The last thing I want to do on 
those days is turn on the kitchen stove, so I turn 
to these classic family recipes instead. 

There is still a little cooking for some of 
these recipes, but some of it can be done in the 
microwave or is only a couple of minutes on the 
stove top to get a sauce to mix together.  

Chicken Waldorf Salad
¾ pound skinned and boned cooked chicken, 

chopped (Use any cooked 
chicken, leftovers from the 

barbecue or smoker, pick up a 
deli bird at the grocery store, or 
open some cans of white meat.) I 
used two 7-oz cans of breast 

meat for this one.
¼ to ½ cup sliced green 

onions (or your favorite type of 
onion)

          ½ cup diced celery (I used two 
large ribs)

            1 small apple (about ¼ pound) 
cored and chopped 

           2 Tbsp raisins  
    1 Tbsp minced parsley (optional) 

Dressing:
½ cup mayonnaise (if you don’t like mayo, use 

a salad dressing like Ranch or Thousand Island)
1 Tbsp lemon juice 
½ tsp curry powder (you can use more if you 

really like curry)
Combine chicken, green onions, celery, 

apple, raisins and parsley. 
Mix mayonnaise, lemon juice, curry powder, 

stir into chicken mix. 

Let sit in the refrigerator for a few hours or 
overnight. You can eat it straight up, or with 
chopped lettuce and tomatoes as a salad, or on 
bread as a sandwich. 

Broccoli Salad
This also works for cauliflower, or a 

combination of both
1 cup mayonnaise 
1 Tbsp granulated white sugar 
¼ cup red wine vinegar 
¼ cup red onion, chopped 
1 cup raisins 
6 cups of broccoli, raw or lightly steamed, 

with stems trimmed off. (I steam the broccoli 
and cauliflower about 3 to 5 minutes in the 
microwave and then let it cool. Steaming softens 
the vegetables, making them easier to chew, and 
helps them absorb the dressing.)

1 cup of precooked bacon crumbles, or 8 
strips bacon, cooked and crumbled  

Combine mayonnaise, sugar, vinegar and 
onion.  Pour dressing over broccoli and raisins, 
and stir in the bacon bits.   

(Note: if using fake bacon made from soy, 
don’t add until ready to serve. Otherwise, it 
gets mushy from the dressing.)
I buy the precooked crumbled bacon at Costco. I 
open the bag when I get it home, measure half-
cups of the bacon into smaller Ziploc bags, place 
them back in the big bag, and put it in the freezer. 
When I want chopped bacon, I just grab one of 
those smaller bags. And there’s no need to defrost 
it before using it.

Marinated Salad
Combine in bowl:

2 cups cucumbers, peeled, sliced ¼ inch 
thick 

1 medium onion, sliced, separated into rings 
3 medium tomatoes, cut into wedges or 

slices 
Whisk together and then pour over the 

vegetables: 
½ cup red wine vinegar 
2 Tbsp sugar 
1 cup water 
2 tsp salt  (I add more salt)
1 tsp ground black pepper 
2 Tbs to ¼ cup light olive oil or vegetable oil 
Refrigerate at least two hours before serving.
If your garden is producing well, you can use 

zucchini or other summer squash in place of, or 
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By Eva Small 
esmall@plumasnews.com

August Recipes — When it’s too hot to cook!

Chicken Waldorf Salad

Marinated Salad

Yummy no-bake peach pie. 
Photos by Eva Small
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with, the cucumbers 

Cucumber Salad
Dressing

In a saucepan, bring to boil, stir briefly to 
dissolve the salt and sugar, then remove from 
heat and let cool: 

1 cup apple cider vinegar* 
1/2 to one cup sugar (depending on how 

sweet you like things. Original recipe from my 
grandmother calls for 2 cups, but that’s just way 
too sweet for me.) 

1 tsp whole mustard seed 
1 tsp celery seed 
1 Tbsp salt 

Slice and mix together: 
1 cup onion sliced (I use 1 large sweet onion 

such as a Vidalia or Walla Walla) 
3 cups of peeled sliced cucumbers 
1 chopped or sliced sweet pepper, any color (I 

prefer the red or orange ones, they are sweeter 
than the green bells) 

2 large stalks of celery, chopped 
Pour cooled dressing over vegetables.  

Let set in refrigerator at least two hours before 
serving. *If apple cider vinegar seems too strong 
to you, use a lighter rice vinegar or a balsamic 
(cut back on the sugar more if using balsamic). 
  

Strawberry Jello Salad
1 pkg (large box) strawberry jello 
One 10-oz. pkg frozen strawberries, thawed, 

drained and sliced, or about 2 cups fresh sliced 
berries 

1 banana, sliced 
1 small can crushed pineapple (I used 1 cup 

of pineapple from a large can) 
Use 1 cup hot water and 1 cup cold water on 

the jello (the box says to use 2 cups each, but less 
water helps it stay firmer with all the fruit in it.) 

Layer the strawberries, then the banana, 
and then the pineapple in a casserole dish. 
Gently pour the jello over it. Cover and 
refrigerate. 

Molded Cran-Raspberry Salad
1 small can crushed pineapple and juice (or 

about half a large can) 
1 pkg (6 oz.) raspberry flavored jello 
1 Tbs. lemon juice 

Dash of salt – I used 1/8 tsp (this may seem 
weird but it works) 

Half of a 16 oz. can whole berry cranberry 
sauce (about ¾ cup) 

Drain pineapple, reserving 1/4 cup juice. Set 
both aside. 

In large bowl, stir gelatin and 1-1/2 cups 
boiling water until dissolved. 

Stir in 1 cup cold water, reserved pineapple 
juice, lemon juice and salt. Spoon about ¼ cup 
gelatin into a lightly oiled 8-cup ring mold. 
Arrange pecan halves to form a circle in gelatin 
mold; refrigerate until it stiffens a bit, but not 
totally hard set. If the nuts are trying to float, 
you need to remove some of the gelatin. 

Meanwhile, refrigerate remaining gelatin 
until it thickens a bit, and mounds slightly when 
dropped from a spoon. Spoon 1 cup plain gelatin 
gently over the nuts in the mold. Put it back in 
the fridge to stiffen up a little more. Stir 
pineapple and cranberry sauce into remaining 
gelatin. Spoon gently over gelatin in mold. Chill 
until set. Unmold to serve. 

To serve not using a mold, mix whole recipe 
together, minus pecans, and pour into 9x9 
baking dish. Chill until set. When it’s almost 
firm, you could add some nuts.   

To feed a crowd, double the recipe and pour 
into a 9x13 casserole dish. 

Glazed Peach Pie (not baked) 
(see picture on opposite page) 

½ cup water 
½ to 1 cup sugar (depending on how ripe 

your peaches are. If using canned, only use the ½ 
cup) 

3 Tbsp cornstarch 
1 Tbsp butter or margarine 
1 tsp cinnamon (optional) 
4 cups sliced or chopped fresh peaches or a 

29-oz can sliced peaches in syrup — drain off the 
syrup. 

9-inch pie shell, baked. You can use wheat 
version or graham cracker type. 

Stir the sugar and cornstarch together, then 
combine with the water in a saucepan, bring to a 
boil. Stir for just a couple of minutes, it will start 
to thicken. Add the butter and remove from 
heat. Add the cinnamon if desired, and stir in 
the peaches just enough to coat them. 

Let mix cool slightly. Pour into a prebaked 
pie shell. Cover and chill. Serve topped with 
whipped cream. HCL

Molded Cran-Raspberry Salad
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omeone tell me — can there be a more 
uplifting story than that of local 
residents joining together to create 
and provide a necessary and vital 
grassroots resource that benefits the 

entire community? 
Despite my good-natured hyperbole, I’m 

writing, of course, about Susanville’s Certified 
Farmers’  Market in convenient and friendly 
Pancera Plaza where the vendors sell produce 
they grow themselves. Summertime in 
Susanville brings us an easy opportunity to 
enjoy fresh, homegrown fruits and vegetables. 

That’s right. The produce for sale at the 
farmers market has been tended and grown by 
the farmers themselves at their own certified 
farms or ranches. This certification is 
completed by the Agricultural 
Commissioner’s Office of the county where 
the product was grown. How do you know this 
is the real, homegrown deal?  Well, it is illegal 
for venders to buy and resell agricultural 
products at a Certified Farmers Market. 

While the Susanville Farmers Market has 
operated for more than two decades under the 
leadership of a variety of organizations, 
including the Lassen Land and Trails Trust 
and the Historic Uptown Susanville 
Association, the Local Area Revitalization 
Project, a market partner in 2021, took over 
the operation in 2022.  

LARP Chief Executive Officer David Teeter 

Susanville Farmers’ Market expands its reach into the community

If you’re looking for a particular variety of produce, you just might find it at Susanville’s 
Certified Farmers’ Market. File photos

The farmers’ market is 
a wonderful place 

where the community 
gets to be a 
community

By Sam Williams 
swilliams@lassennews.com

S
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O ffering personalized, 
individualized 
mastery-based 
learning through 
an independent 
study model.

     Please contact us at

   530.257.7300 
      for more information

   Thompson Peak Charter, 995 Paiute Lane, Susanville

said the market at Pancera Plaza is “a 
wonderful place where the community gets to 
be a community. Everybody meets and talks 
and has fun … The city has put a lot of effort 
into Pancera Plaza, and it shows. It’s cleaner. 
It’s well-groomed. I’m really proud of our city. 
The city has done a wonderful job this season 
showcasing that plaza.” 

Upcoming Saturday markets will be held 
Aug. 6, Aug. 13, (no market Aug. 20), Aug. 27 
(no market Sept. 3), Sept 10, Sept. 17 and Sept. 
24. And just last month the market launched 
its Wednesday evening markets set for Aug. 17 
and Aug. 31. 

Hey, it sounds like the evening markets are 
a good idea — the first event drew an estimated 
800 people. In addition to its normal offerings, 
the event featured a live band and a beer 
garden. 

“It nearly overwhelmed us,” Teeter said 
“but that’s a good problem to have. It was a 
blow out. It was wonderful. Normal markets 
attract about 250 people, so that’s still a good 
show, but it’s not the same thing as the evening 
market.” 

Teeter said the number of local producers, 
vendors and crafters at the market varies 

from week to week depending on variety of 
factors including what other events are 
happening in town. Participants include LARP 
Thompson Peak Education Farm, High Desert 
Flower Company, Lovestead Farms, Rustic 
Rancher, Bitterbrush Farm, Yoon Chao’s Farm, 
GL&L Smokehouse, E8 Ranch, Life in the Ville, 
Lholloway Be Creative, From Joey with Love, 
Believing Hearts Tupperware, Lassen 
Creations, Knotty Toads, Ombre Symone 

Organics and Kitsune’s Treasures. 
Teeter said LARP is trying to find more 

agricultural producers for the market, and the 
organization actively recruits new vendors to 
expand the market’s selections in local 
produce, and cottage foods — and LARP’s 
Education Farm in Janesville is a big part of 
that. 

Teeter, a business owner and a former 
county supervisor, said while many talk about 
the need for economic development, the local 
farmers’ market is the real deal. 

“When they say economic development, 
they say it over and over again like it’s a magic 
spell — like if you just talk about it, it will 
happen,” Teeter said. “When I talk about LARP 
and the farmers’ market, that’s economic 
development in action. That’s where you 
create micro-enterprises that hopefully go on 
to become actual businesses on Main Street or 
businesses that help our community. They 
start as a vendor, and they become something 
bigger … We’re working on a ‘farm to fork’ 
grant with some of the local schools … We 
think there’s going to be more money in local 
sustainable farming.” 

But that’s not all. 

File photos
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“LARP has a bunch of goals.” Teeter said. 
“They’re bigger than our reach right now, but 
we’re working on it.” 

Many of the markets feature live music by 
local musicians, but not every one. Teeter said 
LARP also is considering the purchase of a 
sound system for use by performers at the 
market. 

Teeter also said he was proud the market 
stayed open despite two years of COVID and 
wildfires. 

“Other things weren’t open,” Teeter said, 
“but we were. Part of that is because we were 
outdoors, but we worked hard at that.” 
While some people think it’s difficult to 
become a certified vendor, Teeter said the 
process is pretty easy. 

“All you have to do is go to the agricultural 

commissioner’s office, fill out a plan for how 
you’re going to grow, let them come inspect it, 
and you can sell at our certified market after 
that,” Teeter said. “It’s not like we think we’re 
geniuses at growing things here, I think 
normal people growing gardens can do some 
amazing things. There’s plenty of unused 
potential … It’s not like we’ll ever feed 25,000 
people out of our valley due to our short 
growing season, but I’ve also seen the 1915 ag 
reports out of our county where we used to 
grow tons of vegetables and what not … For 
LARP to eventually work, it’s got to be market-
based where the commodity makes a profit. 
and you make money doing it. It’s a micro-
enterprise incubator, but it has to make 
money. People won’t do this if they don’t see a 
profit.” 

For more information on Susanville’s 
Certified Farmers Market, call Teeter at 
257-2392. HCL

Extremely yummy produce, baked and 
canned cottage foods, crafts, fashion and 
music are just some of the delights 
awaiting folks at Susanville’s Certified 
Farmers’ Market.  File photos



Financing options for your dream home
Our thoughts:

he decision to buy a home is significant. 
Real estate is the biggest investment the 
average person will make in their lifetime. 
     A quick Google search shows the median 
home sales price in Plumas, Lassen and Sierra 
counties runs somewhere between $300,00 

and $500,000. Most people do not have $300,000 to 
$500,000 in savings on hand to purchase a home 
with cash. That means they’ll need to rely on 
financing. 
Conventional lending
Conventional lending refers to when a bank or 
another financial institution loans a home buyer 
money to buy a home. This is one of the most common 

ways to fund a home purchase. Personal credit score 
as well as credit history help determine eligibility 
and interest rates for conventional loans. 
FHA loan
A Federal Housing Administration loan is issued by 
an FHA-approved lender. These loans are designed 
for low-to-moderate-income borrowers. FHA loans 
require lower minimum down payments and lower 
credit scores than many conventional loans. 
HELOC
A Home Equity Line of Credit, commonly called a 
HELOC loan, borrows against the available equity in 
your home to create a line of credit, much like a credit 
card. 

Private money lenders
Individuals investing in real estate who do not intend 
to use a property as a primary residence may turn to 
private money lenders. Keep in mind the interest 
rate will likely be higher with a private lender than 
through a conventional lender. The repayment term 
also will be shorter. 
VA-backed loan
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has a 
program for acquiring loans through conventional 
lenders that will be partially guaranteed against loss 
through the VA. This enables a lender to give better 
loan terms, such as the option to pay no down 
payment.

T
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www.LakeAlmanorBrokers.com

452 Peninsula Drive, Lake Almanor
Phone: (530) 596-3303 • Fax: (530) 596-3330 

119 Main St., Chester
Phone: (530) 258-3303 • Fax: (530) 258-4873 EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
BRE #01948890

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE   •   HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE
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At Mountain Living Real Estate, we are a team that 
represents the best of the best in every area of real 
estate. We're committed to giving you more: more 
experience, more local knowledge, more help to 

find the perfect home that fits you.  

Whether you are buying or selling, are you ready to get 
more with Mountain Living? Give us a call today 

and let's get started. 

307 Poplar Valley Rd., Blairsden-Graeagle, Ca 
530.836.6830 DRE #01306367

Anything 
is 

possible.
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 Linda W. Gillam
   Realtor • Associate
LakeAlmanorBrokers.com

    530.356.4543

Full Service Real Estate Company

BRE #01080683

MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

®REALTOR

180 NUGGET LANE
QUINCY, CA 95971

530.283.1162
“your friendly hooker”
Serving you for over 41 years.

We Tow Them & Fix Them, Too!

CONTRACT
STATION

AUTO • TRUCK
R.V. • BOATS

SERVICE & REPAIR

530.283.1162

For all your towing needs

www.QuincyTow.com
QUINCY TOW SERVICE & REPAIR

CHECK ENGINE LIGHT REPAIRS
REGULAR MAINTENANCE

AIR CONDITIONING
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS

TIMING BELTS • OIL CHANGES
TUNE UPS • BRAKES

COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE   •   HIGH COUNTRY LIFE REAL ESTATE



efore the Dixie Fire took Greenville you 
either ate pizza at Mountain Valley 
Pizza, got a sandwich from the deli 
counter at Evergreen Market or the 
Papenhausen’s food trailer, or hoped 

Mary’s German Grill — a food truck that opened 
in the spring of 2021 hadn’t run out of 

whatever German delicacy Mary Shero was 
making that day. Those were the only food 
options left.  

But there was culinary hope on the horizon: 
the building where long-standing and recently 
closed Anna’s Café had been, was set to open 
with new owners and a new business: Region 
Burger. Long closed Sierra Sunrise was about 
to become The Valley Grind. Then last August 
came, and the Dixie Fire seemed to burn not 
only both those buildings but the hope of places 
to eat in downtown for the foreseeable future. 

Thankfully, the downtown Greenville food 
desert in the wake of the Dixie Fire has instead 
become a food truck and trailer oasis in the 
town’s recovery efforts. 

Through grants, help, tenacity, hard work 
and imagination the downtown corridor of 
Crescent Highway and Pine Street is slowly 
becoming a food hub, bringing with it arguably 
more food options than Greenville had before 
the fire. 

There’s a bright cheery yellow trailer 
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Lake Almanor Real Estate
289 Clifford Drive • Lake Almanor

530-259-5687
DRE #01847475 

A member of the BHH Affiliates, LLC 
BHHSLakeAlmanor.com

3224 Big Springs Road, 
Hamilton Branch

147 Lake Almanor West Dr., 
Lake Almanor West

136 Lassen Street, 
Chester

$1,397,000
$1,450,000

$365,000

144 Fox Pine Drive, 
Foxwood

131 Kokanee Trail 
Lake Almanor West

318 Osprey Loop, 
Lake Almanor West

$775,000
$2,495,000

$425,000

   bleufrogrealty.com • 530.257.8344 • 2360 Main St., Susanville • DRE #00527107

This mini ranchette is on a level, fully fenced 3.47 acre corner parcel near 
Janesville Park. 4 bd/3ba, 2580 sq. ft. with detached 2 car tandem garage. Split 
living area with two master suites and an office. RV parking, large patio and more! 
$419,900.

Pine Street in Greenville becomes food trailer business hub

By Meg Upton 
mupton@plumasnews.com B
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Rachael Goings opens her dream 
business, The Valley Grind 

coffeehouse, in a bright and cheery 
trailer in downtown Greenville. 

Photo by Meg Upton



sitting on the corner lot where Sierra Sunrise 
once stood. In front of it is a picnic table, some 
potted flowers. A cheery spot along the 
highway where The Valley Grind owner 
Rachael Goings serves up espresso drinks and 
non-coffee drinks along with a daily lunch 
special. 

“It was our dream to have this place,” said 
Goings, undeterred by the obstacles of opening 
in downtown. For the proprietors of the 
downtown food trucks it took months to get up 
and running again as water, electricity, and 
Internet had not been reliable since the fire. 
The Valley Grind is open weekdays from 7 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Nearby the new coffeehouse trailer is 
Wanda Carpenter’s Hawt Dog stand—selling 
hot dogs with all the fixings for lunch 
downtown. Carpenter, a retiree, wanted to give 
herself something to do in retirement and to 
provide something needed for the community. 
She’s open Monday through Thursdays from 12 
noon to 2 p.m. 

Caddy corner across Pine Street from Hawt 
Dogs is Christi and Dennis Hazelton’s dream 
business Region Burger. 

“We love it here and this is where we want 
to do business,” said Christi Hazelton, “We feel 
a lot of love flowing from the community. As 
long as people keep coming we will be here.” 
Region Burger spent the bulk of the year 
catering events like Dixie Fire Collaborative 
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• Building Materials
• Doors
• Hardware
• Paint - Interior/Exterior
• Lumber
• Plumbing Supplies
- and much more!

TRAEGER DEALER

A Division of

540 Main St.
Chester

530.258.2131
collinsco.com/Locations/BuildersSupply

Builders Supply
Supplying all your building
needs for over
50 years!

Dennis and Christi Hazelton serve up their specialized hamburgers at the Region Burger trailer on Pine Street. Photos by Meg Upton

Wanda Carpenter opens a free-standing 
hot dog cart along Pine Street giving 

hungry residents more food options for 
lunch in downtown.
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HOURS: Tues-Sat 8am-8pm,  Sun 8am-5pm. Closed Mondays

530.283.1949 • 875 E. Main St., Quincy

Stop by for the 
unforgettable!

Right outside of town, beloved family business of many generations, Riley’s Beef Jerky’s new building is almost complete. 
Photos by Meg Upton

The new food trailer corridor is right behind Nellz Towne Pump on Pine Street. 
The new, bigger building is almost complete. 
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Featuring exhibits on lumber grades, forest stands, old photos
and implements, the mission  is to teach principles of
lumbering, forestry and sustainability and there is
no admission fee.

The museum building, completed in 2007, was constructed to look like the
old sawmill building operated by Collins Pine Co. from 1943-2001. The open-beam structure
provides an appealing space where different species of wood from the area are featured. Inside are
information panels and interactive displays on lumbering, forestry, wood identification, principles of
sustainability and the history of Collins Pine. Visitors can view a film on forestry-related topics in the
museum’s small theater. 

Outside the building is a short viewing path featuring trucks and equipment used by Collins Pine
during the 1940s -1960s. There is also a 400-year-old Sugar Pine cross section dating back to 1620.

OPEN MID-MAY TO MID-OCTOBER, WED-SAT, 9-5

on the Collins Pine Lawn off

Main St., Chester • 530.258.2111

monthly meetings, along with Mary Shero’s 
Mary’s German Grill. The catering events have 
helped sustain the food truck owners while 
waiting for the go ahead from the county to 
open downtown. Region Burger is open 
Tuesdays through Saturdays from 11:30 a.m. to 
7 p.m. 

There are the makings of more to come in 
downtown Greenville. The German Grill will 
probably be the next food trailer open 
downtown — Shero was awaiting some repairs 
on her food trailer which remarkably survived 
the Dixie Fire though lots on either side of her 
had burned in her previous location 
downtown. 

Crush-a-Bowl is awaiting county approval 
and it will open soon at the opposite corner of 
Pine Street at Main Street toward North Valley 
Road. There’s even a saloon opening soon — 
affectionately being called “The Way Baby” —  
while the adult size historic Way Station 
building is rebuilt on Main Street.  

While it will be some years before Greenville’s favorite watering hole, The Way Station, is back in business, a saloon trailer 
affectionately known as “The Way Baby” is in the works. Photo by Meg Upton

Business in Greenville 
will not only survive, 

it will thrive
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Indian Head Properties, which 
spearheaded much of the concept of “The Spot” 
as the downtown food trailer corridor is 
becoming known, will also relocate to Pine 
Street from its place on the highway. The 
Indian Valley Rotary has become a vital part of 
the downtown food trailer venture, sharing 
that vision and acting on it along with Indian 
Head Properties.  

To hear Kest Porter of the Indian Valley 
Rotary speak at various Dixie Fire 
Collaborative and Rotary meetings, the 
invitation is open for more businesses to come 
back to downtown Greenville. Both the DFC 
and Rotary have recognized that the only way 
for Greenville to really come back is to have 
new businesses thriving. It has to be more than 
a bedroom community of a few houses that 
didn’t burn to thrive.  

And in the space of one year, recovery does 
not look bad. Greenville has two gas stations, 
two stores, and the food trailers along Pine 
Street. Riley’s Beef Jerky is closer to 
completing its bigger and better compound 
along highway 89 as you drive into town from 
Quincy or the canyon. It’s an exciting time to be 
here for anyone participating in recovery. 

The food trailers are serving both the 
community and the workers in from various 
agencies and companies setting up for the 
rebuild. There are many workers to feed. Out of 
the ashes new businesses rise.  HCL

Indian Head Properties (Alicia Hammerich, left and Cassie Barr, right) have been instrumental in re-imagining and envisioning a
thriving downtown corridor. Their realty trailer will also be part of the Pine Street trailer-based business district. Photo by Meg Upton
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530.252.4747 • 618 Main Street, Susanville

Web Design • Web Development • Support
Maintenance • Updates • Speed Optimization

eCommerce Sites • Membership Sites

smcdesign.dev • 530.616.8111 • info@smcdesign.dev

Let Us Handle Your Website
So You Can Focus on Your Business.

in

Chester

y 10 o’clock on Monday morning the 
Main Street of Chester from the 
Collins Pine Lawn to the Bidwell 
House was packed, shoulder to 
shoulder, with folks waiting to watch 

the annual Lake Almanor Area Chamber of 
Commerce 4th of July Parade. The Grand 
Marshalls of the parade this year were riding 

on a forty-foot flatbed to accommodate the 
nine first responders that represented the 
hundreds plus that helped keep our 
community safe during the Dixie Fire. Many 
residents have voiced the idea that without 
these people we wouldn’t even be having this 
parade. 

Fire engines and equipment from local, 
state and federal agencies followed their 
representatives on the truck with an 
abundance of floats and entries all thanking 
them. There were a multitude of classic 
vehicles to treat the eyes of most any car 
enthusiast. Equine entries are always a joy to 
watch, bands playing live music, gymnastic 
and dance teams, local businesses and service 
organizations and even a plethora of off-road 
vehicles were there, just to name a few. There 
was even a visit from neighboring Lassen 
County Royalty with 2021 Miss Lassen County 
Alliyah Yerington, Ambassadress Emmalee 
Rotlisberger and Princess Georgia Bennett 
attending with their entourage. 

By Gregg Scott 
Staff Writer

Members of Chester Boy Scout Troop 36 introduce the 2022 Lake Almanor Area 
Chamber Parade. From left are Assistant Scout Master Andrew Edwards with scouts 

Wyatt Strange, Seth Linn and Cash Monteith. Photo by Gregg Scott

B
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Seated on the bed of a large Collins Pine flatbed are the 
officers and firefighters chosen to represent the many 
first responders active in the Dixie Fire. These are the 
people selected by the Chamber to be honored as the 
Grand Marshals of the 2022 Parade. Thank you to all. 
Photos by Gregg Scott

If you are featuring first responders to the Dixie Fire in Chester, you must 
have a Chester Fire Truck in the parade. This ladder truck is a perfect entry 

for the Chester Fire Department. 

With all the classic car enthusiasts in Plumas and 
Lassen County it is no wonder that every parade in the 
area is never short on vehicles from all decades, makes 

and models. Some say it’s a chance to let your mind drift 
back to the days of real cars.

 It should be mentioned that the 
festivities don’t stop when the parade 
is finished. Most attendees migrated to 
the Chester Park where the Lake 
Almanor Elks Lodge 2626 was hosting 
a crafts fair with music, food and 
entertainment added to the mix. 
Another reason to be at the park was to 
watch as the Rotary Club of Chester 
dumped the thousand plus little yellow 
ducks into the Feather River so they 
could compete in the Great Feather 
River Duck Race. 

All in all, what a day of celebration 
and what a great sight to see so many 
folks out having a good time. HCL

What parade would be 
complete without an 

equestrian entry? Well, 
the Chester Parade had 

several. This shiny black 
horse was really strutting 

its stuff for the crowds.
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NOW OFFERING SOLAR!
Free On-Site Evaluation

• All Electrical Work and Service Calls

• Affordable Electrical Service

• Installation

• Repair and Service

• Reliable, Trusted and Professional

• We Also Repair Septic Tanks

before your power goes out!
Order your GENERAC for public safety power shutoffs!
It’s a good idea to have a professional service your generator once 

a year. Let Universal Electric be the one to guarantee your
generator is working properly when the utility power fails.

530.816.0685 CA LIC #840585

LOCALLY
OWNED AND
OPERATED

New Installs • Service
Repair • Service Calls

Free Estimates
All Electrical Work

One year after the Dixie Fire swept 
through Plumas County, the landscape is 
a mixture of burned areas and spaces 
that are untouched by fire. 

Patchwork landscape 
  — still beautiful.
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The Most Affordable and Reliable 
Home Stand-by Generator on the Market!

Sales • Installation • Service
GENERAL CONTRACTORS INC.

B/C-10 • CSL #562340 • tlw@citlink.net

Cal Thurber, Jr • 530-259-4995 office/fax • 530-258-6690 cell

“Your Local Factory Trained Service Technician”

This is a photo taken from Silver Lake 
overlooking the American Valley, which 
encompasses the town of  Quincy. 
Photo by John Sheehan
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in

Taylorsville

It’s all red, white, and blue, and littles on a proud float in Taylorsville.

After surviving last August’s Dixie Fire, 
the residents of Taylorsville and Indian 
Valley were ready to celebrate — and they 
did as they watched and participated in 
the annual Fourth of July parade. All 
photos on this and next page are by Meg Upton.
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Indian Valley Riding and Roping Club 
leads the way along the parade route. 

Rodeo queen Lacie Banchio is all decked 
out in her red, white, and blue for the 

annual 4th of July parade.

Junior Princess contestant Kenley Neer 
waves to the parade goers.

Nothing says 4th of July Parade like a decked out antique fire truck.

Little League champions and their moms ride proudly in the parade.
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in

Graeagle

 very happy Independence Day was had 
by the many who filled the park and 
lined downtown Graeagle on 
Saturday, July 2 and Sunday, July 3 
for the return of a beloved annual 

tradition in a slightly different format.  
This year, the Graeagle Independence Day 
committee chose the theme “Red, White and 
Boom!” and the booms were indeed delivered 
over the Graeagle Mill Pond in spectacular 
fashion after a pancake breakfast, old-

fashioned day in Herb Rowe Park on Saturday, 
July 2 and an intense cornhole tournament.  
After the breakfast, many from the 
community and beyond were able to join in on 
the fun and spectate during the 48th Annual 
Graeagle Independence Day parade as well.  
This year, the parade was led by the High 
Sierra Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) post 
3758 and the American Legion Post 329, 
followed by the Grand Marshall, Plumas 
County Search and Rescue.  HCL

Lauren Westmoreland 
lwestmoreland@plumasnews.com

High Sierra Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) post 3758 and the American 

Legion Post 329 lead the way during the 
parade on Sunday, July 3 in downtown 

Graeagle. Photo by Michael Clawson

A

The American flag is flown proudly above the heads of the crowd from atop ‘Shrek the 
military truck’ during the parade. Photo by Barry Buccholtz
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Quincy Hot Spot 
2019 E. Main St., Quincy 

530.283.2929
Tuesday-Saturday 10-4

Scott Hall drives a 1941 Ford fire pickup through downtown Graeagle on behalf of the 
Graeagle Fire Protection District during the parade on Sunday, July 3. 

Photo by Lauren Westmoreland

The Bob and 
Jean Britton 
Memorial 
Bicycle Brigade 
makes a 
triumphant 
return during 
the 48th 
Graeagle 
Independence 
Day parade on 
Sunday, July 3. 
Photo by Lauren 
Westmoreland

Gaige and Patrick White 
are declared the official 

winners of the 2022 
Graeagle Independence 

Day Cornhole 
Tournament, beating the 

competition out and 
winning a Camp Chef 

Portable Flat Top Grill.
Photo by Michael Clawson



oney Lake Hospice was 
founded in 2003, receiving 
non-profit Federal 501(c)(3) 
status in 2007.  This charitable 
corporation was established to 
improve the quality of life for 
the terminally ill by providing 
guidance and support to 
dying 

persons and their families. 

We all avoid thinking about hard issues as 
much as possible – and mortality is 
certainly one of the 
hardest.  When we are 
forced to confront the 

reality of death, it 
can be extremely 
difficult. 

Deciding to 
contact hospice 
may feel like a 
difficult choice, 
but family 
members often 
say they wish 
they had called 
sooner to access 
the care and 
support 
hospice provides. 

There is so much that can be 
done to help someone who is 

coping with a life-limiting illness.  
Hospice volunteers are trained to 
provide guidance to the patient and 
family through the end-of-life 
process.  They do not offer 
medical 

intervention but support the patient and 
family in the normal, natural dying 
process; with an emphasis on quality of 
life.  Services include respite care, 

emotional support, 
bereavement follow-up, 
and considerably more. 

Following the death of a 
loved one, the journey 
through grief is often 
hard.  A variety of 
resources, including 
the Good Grief Support 
Group, are available to 
help work through the 
process. 

Donations and 
fundraisers financially 
support our 
organization.  Two 

well-attended fundraisers are the 
Afternoon Tea, held in early Spring, and 
Light Up a Life, held the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving.  The Light Up a Life 
campaign is held in November to coincide 
with National Hospice and Palliative Care 
Month.  

Honey Lake Hospice is staffed entirely 
by dedicated and specially trained 
volunteers.  They are the essence of 
this program.  Without them, we 
would not exist.  The spirit of hospice 
volunteering comes from the genuine 
desire to give comfort, peace, and aid. 

 If you have the desire and 
compassion to be a hospice 
volunteer; or would like to learn 
more about hospice services, 
please call 530-257-3137. 

This article is sponsored by 
Plumas Bank. Learn more at 
plumasbank.com.
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HERE. 
For 
Good.

H
Above: Community members 
enjoy the Honey Lake Hospice 
Afternoon Tea.
Right: The meaningful Light Up 
A Life tree lighting ceremony 
always draws a crowd.
Below: Honey Lake Hospice 
volunteers.

Hospice – A Special Kind of Care

Family members 
often say they 
wish they had 
called sooner 




